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Senate wants legislation to block Trump from NATO pullout 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

A bipartisan group of law¬ 
makers reintroduced legislation 
Thursday that seeks to prohibit 
President Donald Trump from 
quitting the NATO alliance amid 
fresh concerns about the pres¬ 
ident’s commitment to the 70- 
year-old military pact. 

The bill, with sponsors includ¬ 
ing Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
and Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., would 


^ It is critical to our 
national security 
and the security of 
our allies ... that 
the United States 
remain engaged 
and play an active 
role in NATO.' 

Sen. Marco Rubio 

R-Florida 


require Trump to gain Senate ap¬ 
proval before terminating sup¬ 
port of NATO. At a time of fierce 
partisan divisions in Washington, 
the U.S. commitment to NATO 
remains one of the few issues in 
which there is broad bipartisan 
backing. 

“NATO is more important than 
ever with Russia’s growing sub¬ 
versive activities in the region 
and beyond,” Florida Republi¬ 
can Sen. Marco Rubio said in a 
statement backing the bill. “It is 


critical to our national security 
and the security of our allies in 
Europe that the United States re¬ 
main engaged and play an active 
role in NATO.” 

If Trump attempted to leave 
NATO without Senate approval, 
the bill would prohibit any fund¬ 
ing from being used to do so and 
would authorize congressional 
legal counsel to challenge the ad¬ 
ministration in court. Trump has 
said previously that he believes 
he has the authority to pull out of 


the alliance if he so chooses. 

The reintroduction of the bill 
comes after reports last week 
that Trump repeatedly expressed 
interest in quitting the alliance to 
senior advisers last year. 

The president’s ambivalence 
about American military com¬ 
mitments in Europe and doubts 
about the utility of NATO isn’t 
new. During a NATO summit in 
July, Trump caused a stir when 
SEE BLOCK ON PAGE 8 
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Color night vision 
could help troops 
operating in dark 



This still from a video shot using an x27 night vision system shows stars against a fully colored sky 
thanks to the system’s ability to display color. 

^Is that person approaching our checkpoint 
wearing the camo pattern of an aiiied nation 
or is that a dirty [thawb]? f 

Brian Jaynes 

former combat medic 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

An online video posted by a 
maker of civilian and military 
imaging equipment shows a yel¬ 
low road sign, green grass, a 
blue sky with fluffy white clouds 
— and twinkling stars. 

Sierra Pacific Innovations 
Corp. filmed it at midnight near 
its Las Vegas headquarters using 
technology that could revolution¬ 
ize troops’ ability to see and oper¬ 
ate in the dark. 

SPI, a producer of thermal 
imaging systems for the U.S. 
military and Department of 
Homeland Security, used a sys¬ 
tem known as x27 to capture 
the vividly colored imagery. The 
company says its technology can 
amplify light to 85,000 times its 
original brightness. 

SPI’s sensors “collect ultra-ex¬ 
treme amounts of light and trans¬ 
late them ... into a clear, clean, 
bright image,” the company says 
on its website. 

The video suggests a big im¬ 
provement on night vision systems 
that the military has used in Iraq 
and Afghanistan in recent years 
to capture and intensify photons 
of ambient light. The x27, by con¬ 
trast, employs an extra-sensitive 
version of the image sensor found 
in many digital cameras. 


Troops are used to seeing grainy, 
green monochrome when they use 
night-vision goggles on the battle¬ 
field. They’ve complained about a 
lack of depth perception and poor 
performance when there’s not 
enough ambient light. 

Older night-vision technol¬ 
ogy was also susceptible to sud¬ 
den shifts in lighting conditions. 
Bright lights could damage the 
image intensifier or temporarily 
blind a soldier. 

Color night vision could help 
troops identify potential threats, 
said Brian Jaynes, a former com¬ 
bat medic who deployed to Iraq in 
2009 with the Army’s 2nd Infan¬ 
try Division. It could help sentries 
discern a friendly fighter from an 
enemy soldier or a civilian, for 
example. 

“Is that person approaching 
our checkpoint wearing the camo 
pattern of an allied nation or is 
that a dirty [thawb]?” he said, re¬ 
ferring to a ubiquitous garment of 
the Middle East. 

Jaynes said it could also help 
identify vehicles from the (be-on- 
lookout list) of suspect vehicles 
that typically lists make, model 
and color. 

Color night vision could also 
come in handy during patient as¬ 
sessments at night, he said. 

“Is this blood or did my patient 
lose bladder control due to [trau¬ 


matic brain injury] or is it just 
Gatorade they spilled when they 
took fire? We had no way of know¬ 
ing short of turning on a light,” 
Jaynes said. 

Color night vision is part of a 
broader move away from warfare 
as an individual activity toward 


a clash of “techno-human” sys¬ 
tems, Arizona State University 
engineering professor Braden Al- 
lenby said in an email. 

“It is the enhanced capabilities 
of networks of warriors and their 
technologies that will provide the 
edge,” he said. 


Courtesy of Sierra Pacific Innovations Corp. 


SPI’s color night vision system 
is the size of a small video camera 
and mounted on a tripod in pro¬ 
motional photos. It’s unclear how 
soon it could make its way to the 
field. 

However, a lower-tech alterna¬ 
tive already exists that can pro¬ 
vide color using the military’s 
standard monocular AN/PVS-14 
night vision goggle. 

ColorTAC’s CVA-14 clips onto 
the goggle and by spinning two 
color filters in unison produces 
an image that remains grainy but 
adds color. 

cook.leon(i)stri pes.com 
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No injuries 
after jet loses 
plastic part 
during flight 


PACIFIC _ 

Navy officer says consistency is key 

After China visit, 
chief cites need 
to communicate 


Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John Richardson joins sailors at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, for 
breakfast on Thursday. 



By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — The Navy’s top offi¬ 
cer on Friday called for consistent 
actions and messaging between 
the U.S. and China to prevent un¬ 
intended conflict in the Western 
Pacific. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
John Richardson spoke to report¬ 
ers at the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, 
where he arrived Wednesday 
after a four-day visit to China. 

“I emphasized the importance 
of consistent and habitual com¬ 
munication between our two forc¬ 
es with the goal of making sure 
we deepen our understanding of 
each other’s intent,” Richardson 
said of his China visit. “We use 
this channel to reduce risk — re¬ 
duce tension.” 

Beijing has repeatedly protest¬ 
ed frequent U.S. freedom-of-nav- 
igation patrols in the South and 
East China Seas near the Paracel 
and Spratly islands. 

China claims sovereignty over 
those areas, a claim international 
law does not recognize. The Navy 
patrols those areas, it says, to 
maintain freedom of navigation 
there. 

Beijing has not routinely chal¬ 
lenged U.S. patrols, but a Chinese 
naval vessel in August nearly col¬ 
lided with the USS Decatur near 
the Spratly Islands. The Chinese 
vessel came within 45 yards of 
the destroyer in a maneuver the 
Navy at the time called “unsafe 
and unprofessional.” 

Richardson on Tuesday said 
China should not misinterpret the 
freedom-of-navigation patrols, 
pointing to the Navy’s long history 
of such exercises in the region. 

“They should not be seen as 


provocation. In fact, they’re just 
the opposite,” he said. The patrols 
should come as no surprise, he 
added. 

Richardson also committed to 
continuing the patrols with con¬ 
sistency, underscoring the bene¬ 
fits free navigation offers in trade 
relations. 

“This set of rules and secu¬ 
rity arrangement that has been 
in place for the last 70 years has 
supported, and in many ways en¬ 
hanced, the tremendous growth 
across the area and the region 
— the economic growth in which 
all nations including China have 
been beneficiaries,” he said. “[We 
will] not accept policies or actions 
that threaten to undermine inter¬ 
national rule-based order.” 

During Richardson’s stop in 
China, Gen. Li Zuocheng, the 
chief of the Chinese military’s 
Joint Staff Department, warned 
the U.S. not to support an inde¬ 
pendent Taiwan, according to the 
South China Morning Post. 

“If anyone wants to separate 


Taiwan from China, the Chinese 
military will safeguard the na¬ 
tional unity at all costs so as to 
protect China’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity,” Li said in a 
meeting with Richardson in Bei¬ 
jing, according to the newspaper. 

Richardson addressed Li’s com¬ 
ment head-on Tuesday, saying he 
“reiterated very clearly that the 
United States is committed to the 
One China policy with respect to 
Taiwan.” The U.S. has operated 
under the policy acknowledging 
Taiwan as part of China for near¬ 
ly four decades. 

“We remain opposed to any sort 
of unilateral action on either side 
of the state to change that status 
quo,” Richardson said. 

The U.S. Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s “China Military Power” 
report published Tuesday over¬ 
viewing the country’s growing 
military capabilities expressed 
concern that China could launch 
an attack on Taiwan. The report 
said Beijing’s interest in reunifi¬ 
cation with the island “has served 


as the primary driver for China’s 
military modernization.” 

Richardson told reporters Tues¬ 
day that the report is “just facts” 
and was “not meant as a warning 
or provocation” to China. 

Richardson stopped Thursday 
at Yokosuka Naval Base, where 
he met with sailors on the water¬ 
front. He toured the USS Benfold 
in port and met with 7th Fleet 
commander Vice Adm. Phil Saw¬ 
yer to discuss “current and future 
operations” in the region, accord¬ 
ing to a Navy statement. 

Richardson said he was to 
award Japan’s chief of maritime 
staff, Adm. Yutaka Murakawa, 
with the Legion of Merit military 
award Friday on behalf of the 
U.S. defense secretary in recog¬ 
nition of his work to help the Navy 
and Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force work together “almost 
seamlessly.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


By Seth Robson 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
A plastic part from an Air Force 
fighter jet detached during flight 
and fell to the ground Jan. 14 in 
northern Japan, an Air Force 
spokeswoman confirmed. 

“An F-16C Fighting Falcon sta¬ 
tioned at Misawa Air Base had 
a small plastic piece located to 
the rear of the canopy blow off 
due to rapid decompression,” 
35th Fighter Wing media opera¬ 
tions noncommissioned officer in 
charge Staff Sgt. Brittany Chase 
said in an email Friday. 

The part fell about 12:20 p.m. 
west of the Hakkoda Mountains 
and south of Aomori City before 
the pilot landed without incident 
back at Misawa, she said. 

A Tohoku Defense Bureau 
spokesman speaking on a custom¬ 
ary condition of anonymity said 
the incident was reported to local 
authorities and that no injuries 
or damage had been reported. A 
U.S. safety team is looking into 
the incident and investigating the 
cause, he said. 

He added that the Tohoku De¬ 
fense Bureau had complained to 
Misawa commander Col. Kristo¬ 
pher Struve that it wasn’t notified 
about the incident for three days. 

Also on Jan. 14, a Misawa- 
based F-16D Fighting Falcon 
made a precautionary landing 
at Aomori Airport because of a 
leaking seal. 

On Tuesday in Okinawa, safety 
issues forced a pair of Air Force 
F-15 fighter jets to make arrested 
landings within minutes of each 
other in opposite directions on 
the same runway at Kadena Air 
Base. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Second phase of Futenma relocation landfill work could start as early as March 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
The Japanese government plans 
to expand landfill work as early 
as March on a new U.S. military 
runway that will lead to the clo¬ 
sure of Marine Corps Air Sta¬ 
tion Futenma, local media have 
reported. 

The expansion site is just over 
one-tenth of a square mile in size 
and west of the .02-square-mile 
site under construction in Oura 
Bay off Camp Schwab, a Marine 
Corps base in the coastal ham¬ 
let of Henoko, Japan’s Mainichi 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 

The site of the second phase is 
being prepared with surveys and 
seawall repairs. 

The Okinawa Defense Bureau 
plans to inform Okinawan pre- 
fectural officials of the plan later 


this month “at the earliest,” the 
report said. 

The plan is sure to rile mem¬ 
bers of anti-base Gov. Denny Ta- 
maki’s administration and a small 
but passionate protest movement, 
backed by popular support on 
the island that stands opposed to 
keeping Marine air operations in 
Okinawa. 

Prefectural officials said they 
must be informed of such a move 
within 45 days of the start of work 
and that had not yet happened. 

As long as Tokyo complies 
with environmental standards, 
“we cannot say no (to the plan),” 
the Okinawa prefectural gov¬ 
ernment’s Henoko spokesman, 
Hiroyuki Tashiro, told Stars and 
Stripes on Friday. “At this mo¬ 
ment, we have not received any 
notification regarding a new rec¬ 
lamation area from ODB.” 

Bureau officials, who represent 
the Defense Ministry on the is¬ 


land, denied the reports, saying a 
date has not been set for the sec¬ 
ond phase of construction. 

“We are doing our best to com¬ 
ply with environmental safety 
guidelines and residents in sur¬ 
rounding areas,” Okinawa De¬ 
fense Bureau spokesman Masashi 
Katsuren told Stars and Stripes 
on Thursday. “We don’t have a 
date set for [the second phase] at 
this moment.” 

Completion of the second 
phase would ultimately see ap¬ 
proximately one-quarter of the 
.6-square-mile land reclamation 
project completed, the Mainichi 
report said. 

About one-fifth of the first 
phase, which began Dec. 14, is 
complete. It’s scheduled to be fin¬ 
ished by the end of April. 

Mainichi reported that Japa¬ 
nese government officials want to 
complete as much of the project 
as they can before a near island¬ 
wide referendum on the reloca¬ 


tion Feb. 24 so the project is seen 
as being largely a “done deal.” 

However, Okinawan officials 

— backed by their activist base 

— have vowed not to go down 
without a fight. 

They have not ruled out with¬ 
drawing future permits or re¬ 
jecting applications to modify 
construction plans. 

They vowed last week to with¬ 
hold permission to transplant 
endangered coral from future 
reclamation sites. They have also 
raised questions about the com¬ 
position of the landfill material 
itself 

“We have requested ODB to 
let us do an investigation about 
the soil (being used for landfill) 
but ODB said they are doing ev¬ 
erything accordingly, complying 
with the guidelines, so investiga¬ 
tion is not necessary,” Tashiro 
said. 

Prefectural officials are still 
hopeful they will win either 


through ongoing administrative 
challenges to the relocation or 
eventually in the courts despite 
previous losses there, he said. 

The news is the latest in the 
seemingly never-ending saga 
regarding the move of Marine 
air operations from Futenma to 
Schwab, which began in earnest 
in 1995. Following the rape of an 
Okinawan girl by two Marines 
and a Navy corpsman, an angry 
local population demanded that 
Futenma be closed because of the 
safety risk. 

The plan to build the runway at 
Schwab was decided during bilat¬ 
eral negotiations in 2006. 

The issue ignited a small but 
vigorous protest movement that 
has been working to block the 
project and move Marine air op¬ 
erations totally off the island. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Yokota airmen sought as extras for movie 



Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 


Japanese filmmaker Nobuyuki Kajikawa on Thursday shows illustrations of scenes 
from a movie featuring U.S. airmen as extras that will be filmed at Yokota Air Base. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The Air 
Force has authorized its servicemembers 
to appear in a Japanese movie about the 
response to the Fukushima Daiichi nucle¬ 
ar power plant disaster that will include 
scenes shot at the home of U.S. Forces 
Japan later this month. 

“Fukushima 50,” which stars Academy 
Award nominee Ken Watanabe (“Incep¬ 
tion,” “Letters from Iwo Jima”) and Koichi 
Sato, tells the story of power plant workers 
who mounted a heroic effort to bring the 
damaged reactors under control after they 
were struck by a massive earthquake and 
tsunami in March 2011. 

Twenty airmen contacted filmmakers 
after Yokota posted an advertisement seek¬ 
ing extras on its official Facebook page last 
week, producer Nobuyuki Kqjikawa said 
during a visit to the air base Thursday. 

Another 20 airmen are needed for scenes 
that will be shot in a hangar, conference 
room and outside on Jan. 28, he said. 

The film, due for release next year, is 
based on the 2012 nonfiction book “On The 
Brink: The Inside Story Of Fukushima 
Daiichi,” by Ryusho Kadota. 

The Yokota scenes relate to a fictional 
subplot that focuses on the relationship be¬ 
tween one of the power plant workers and 
a childhood American friend. The Ameri¬ 
can character takes part in Operation To- 
modachi, the U.S. disaster response that 
involved 24,000 U.S. servicemembers, 189 
aircraft and 24 ships. 

About 70 filmmakers will be at Yokota 
during the shoot along with the movie’s 
stars. 

Illustrations showing the scenes to be 
shot at Yokota include airmen standing in 
formation in a hangar, a command center 
meeting of military officers and helicop¬ 


ters swarming in the sky. 

Filming will involve only two helicop¬ 
ters, with special effects used to make the 
scene more exciting, Kqjikawa said. 

The project is a personal one for the 57- 
year-old film producer. At the time of the 
earthquake he was making another movie 
— “Space Brothers” — about sibling as¬ 
tronauts, he recalled. The project was put 
on hold and he ended up working as a vol¬ 
unteer in Miyagi prefecture, where thou¬ 
sands drowned or lost their homes in the 


tsunami, he said. 

“I saw so many American soldiers help¬ 
ing the citizens and I appreciated it,” he 
said. 

The advertisement seeking extras states 
they’ll be paid $120 for eight hours, with 
overtime if it takes longer. Lunch will be 
provided. If it’s raining, the filming will 
move to Jan. 29. 

Those selected must be on leave or in 
off-duty status during filming and should 
bring their Airman Battle Uniforms and 



Courtesy of Nobuyuki Kajikawa 


Storyboard drawings of the “Fukushima 
50” scenes to be shot at Yokota Air 
Base, Japan, are shown. 

a flight suit, if possible, along with a back¬ 
pack, cap and sunglasses. They should also 
bring an Air Force form 3902 - “applica¬ 
tion for off-duty employment” signed by 
their supervisor, commander and the legal 
office. 

Military personnel can’t participate if 
they are under “current flagging action” 
or pending adverse personnel action, the 
advertisement states. 

People interested in acting should email 
the production company at kadokawadaiei. 
studio@gmail.com. 

robson.sethOstripes.com 
Twitter; @SethRobsonl 


USFJ moves to clarify video 
that refers to North Korea 
as recognized nuclear state 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 

— The United States does not rec¬ 
ognize North Korea as a nuclear 
state, a U.S. Forces Japan spokes¬ 
man said Friday, clarifying an on¬ 
line video in which the command 
refers to the communist country 
as one of three nuclear-armed na¬ 
tions in the Far East. 

“The waters of East Asia touch 
two of the world’s top three eco¬ 
nomic powers and three declared 
nuclear states,” a narrator says 
in the video posted on YouTube a 
month ago. 

The video, which was removed 
Friday afternoon, includes a map 
with labels that state: “CHINA 
200 -h nuclear WEAPONS” 

— “RUSSIA 4,000-H NUCLE¬ 
AR WEAPONS” and “NORTH 
KOREA 15-H NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS.” 

South Korea’s Yonhap news 
agency reported Thursday the 
video “has reinforced speculation 
that Washington might be consid¬ 
ering acknowledging Pyongyang 
as a de facto nuclear power should 


the communist regime forgo its 
long-range missiles capable of 
striking the continental US.” 

USFJ spokesman Air Force Col. 
John Hutcheson said in an email 
Friday that the video was intend¬ 
ed to inform and educate U.S. and 
Japanese audiences about the 
importance of the US.-Japan al¬ 
liance and the critical role USFJ 
has in maintaining the peace and 
stability of a complex region. 

The portion of the video that 
addresses the regional security 
situation and North Korea specif¬ 
ically in no way was intended to 
signal any change in U.S. policy, 
he said. 

“The United States does not 
recognize North Korea as a nu¬ 
clear state,” he said. “Given the 
sensitivities in the region and the 
importance of providing accurate 
information, we will be editing 
that portion of the video to make 
the language more precise. Our 
goal, and the goal of the entire in¬ 
ternational community remains 
the final, fully verified denucle¬ 
arization of North Korea.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


DIA: China’s development of long-range 
bomber would complete a nuclear triad 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — China is likely developing a 
long-range bomber capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons and a space-based early warning system 
it could use to more quickly respond to an attack, 
according to a new report from the U.S. Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency. 

The development of the bomber, when combined 
with China’s land-based nuclear weapons program 
and a deployed submarine with intercontinental 
ballistic missile technology, would give Beijing a 
“triad” of nuclear delivery systems similar to those 
of the U.S. and Russia, according to the report pub¬ 
lished Tuesday. 

“China is building a robust, lethal force with capa¬ 
bilities spanning the air, maritime, space and infor¬ 
mation domains which will enable China to impose 
its will in the region,” the report’s author, Lt. Gen. 
Robert Ashley, said in the introduction. 

The report comes as President Donald Trump’s 
administration focuses on the potential for “great 
power” conflict with countries like China and Rus¬ 
sia as part of its national defense strategy. It also 
comes amid heightened trade tensions between 
Washington and Beijing and continuing disputes 
about China’s posture in the South China Sea. 

Beijing’s development of a nuclear-capable 
bomber would provide China with “its first credible 
nuclear triad of delivery systems dispersed across 
land, sea, and air — a posture considered since the 
Cold War to improve survivability and strategic de¬ 
terrence,” according to the report. 


Even without the bomber, China is progressing on 
its new Jin-class nuclear submarines which, armed 
with JL-2 ICBMs, are “poised to contribute to Chi¬ 
na’s nuclear deterrent once they begin strategic pa¬ 
trols in the near future,” the DIA said. 

The DIA assessment released Tuesday under¬ 
scores that China maintains a “no first-use” nuclear 
policy but adds that there is “some ambiguity, how¬ 
ever, over the conditions under which China’s NFU 
policy would apply.” 

Despite a slew of disputes over Taiwan, the South 
China Sea and global trade, the review also says 
there is no indication in Chinese military strategic 
documents that Beijing views war with the U.S. as 
looming. 

Moreover, while China’s defense spending climbed 
an average of 10 percent per year from 2000 to 2016, 
total spending remains “significantly below” that 
of the US., the report said. Spending was about 1.3 
percent of gross domestic product from 2014 to 2018, 
compared with more than 3 percent of GDP for the 
U.S. over the same period. 

China is trying to strike a balance between ex¬ 
panding its capabilities and reach without “alarm¬ 
ing the international community about China’s rise 
or provoking the United States, its allies and part¬ 
ners, or others in the Asia-Pacific region into mili¬ 
tary conflict or an anti-China coalition,” the report 
adds. 

Underlying China’s concerns are its view that 
the U.S.-led security architecture in Asia seeks to 
constrain its rise and interfere with its sovereignty, 
particularly in a Taiwan conflict scenario and in the 
East and South China Seas, said the DIA. 
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Plans for second 
N. Korea summit 
bring hope, fear 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 


SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea has said it expects the next 
U.S.-North Korean summit to be 
a “turning point.” The question 
will be in which direction. 

The White House announced 
Friday that the two leaders would 
. near 

ANAIYSIS the end of Feb- 
ruary. President 
Donald Trump 
said Saturday that the location 
has been chosen and will be dis¬ 
closed later. Vietnam has been 
widely reported as the likely site. 

“We have made a lot of prog¬ 
ress as far as denuclearization 
is concerned and we’re talking 
about a lot of different things,” he 
said. “Things are going very well 
with North Korea.” 

Here’s a look at what’s changed, 
what hasn’t and what needs to 
since Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un promised to 
work toward the “complete denu¬ 
clearization of the Korean Penin¬ 
sula” during their first meeting 
on June 12 in Singapore. 


The threat 

The surge in diplomacy that 
began early last year when the 
North agreed to participate in 
the Winter Olympics has eased 
tensions on the divided penin¬ 
sula. That’s a welcome change for 
Seoul after a series of North Ko¬ 
rean missile and nuclear tests in 
2016-17 raised fears of a nuclear 
war. 

Trump and Kim also traded 
threats and personal insults, 
with Trump warning at one point 
that he would “totally destroy” 
the North if forced to defend the 
United States and its allies. 

Trump now says he and Kim 
“fell in love.” North Korea an¬ 
nounced a testing moratorium on 
long-range missiles and nuclear 
weapons. It conducted an explo¬ 
sion that it said destroyed its 
nuclear testing site at Punggye- 
ri. Kim also said he was willing 
to dismantle the main Yongyon 
nuclear research facility if the 
United States “takes correspond¬ 
ing measures.” 

While those moves have been 
welcomed, skeptics point out the 
North already has made great 
strides toward developing a nu¬ 
clear weapon that could reach 
the US. mainland. It is estimated 
to have 20 to 60 nuclear bombs 
already in its arsenal, and it 
test-fired three intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, including some 
that flew toward Japan, in 2017. 
Satellite images show the com¬ 
munist state is continuing to de¬ 
velop its capabilities. 

A Pentagon report released last 
week warned the US. must re¬ 


main vigilant. “While a possible 
new avenue to peace now exists 
with North Korea, it continues 
to pose an extraordinary threat,” 
according to the Missile Defense 
Review report. 

Room to maneuver 

The US. and North Korea have 
sparred over the North’s nucle¬ 
ar aspirations for decades, but 
Trump and Kim have changed the 
rules by introducing a new model 
of top-down talks. Efforts to hold 
technical negotiations have fal¬ 
tered as the North rebuffed Sec¬ 
retary of State Mike Pompeo, 
making it clear Kim wants to deal 
only with Trump. 

The US. insists on maintain¬ 
ing “maximum pressure” until 
it sees “fully 
and verified 
denucleariza¬ 
tion,” and it 
introduced 
new unilater¬ 
al economic 
sanctions on 
the regime as 
recently as 
last month. 
North Korea 
angrily de- 
nouncedthose 
and wants a 
step-by-step 
approach to 
the talks, with 
rewards for 
steps already 

The White House has given no 
details about the talks, but Vice 
President Mike Pence appeared 
to loosen the conditions in No¬ 
vember when he said North Korea 
would not have to turn over a de¬ 
tailed inventory of nuclear assets 
— which had been believed to be 
a key sticking point. 

In his New Year’s Day address, 
Kim hinted at a possible cap on 
nuclear weapons production and 
promised not to use them first 
in a conflict or sell them to other 
countries — again — if the US. 
takes equivalent steps. 

Pompeo didn’t rule out the pos¬ 
sibility in an interview with Fox 
News earlier this month. He said 
he was seeking ways to “decrease 
the risk to the American people” 
posed by the North Koreans. That 
could be interpreted as meaning 
something less than the complete 
dismantling of the North’s nucle¬ 
ar arsenal. 

Alliance factor 

Experts have suggested Trump 
may agree to a largely symbolic 
declaration formally ending the 
1950-53 Korean War, which con¬ 
cluded with an armistice instead 
of a peace treaty. He also may 
announce a further suspension of 
annual war games with longtime 


The clock 
is ticking. 
One or two 
months 
from now 
will be a 
turning 
point. ^ 

Korea 

Joongang 

Daily 

South Korean 
newspaper 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


Kim Yong Choi, right, a North Korean senior ruling party official and former intelligence chief, arrives at 
Beijing International airport in Beijing on Thursday. He was en route to the U.S. for talks Friday ahead of 
a second summit between President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 



ally South Korea, as he did after 
the first summit. North Korea 
hates the drills, which it considers 
rehearsals for an invasion, and 
has long demanded they stop. 

The next m^or joint military 
exercises, known as Key Resolve 
and Foal Eagle, are usually held 
in the spring, making them a po¬ 
tential bargaining chip. 

The U.S. has some 28,500 ser- 
vicemembers based in South 
Korea. Some have speculated that 
Trump may try to reduce that 
number, especially since Seoul 
and Washington failed to agree 
on a cost-sharing agreement by a 
Dec. 31 deadline. 

The president has made clear 
since his campaign that he would 
hke to remove troops to save 
money. Congress was so worried 
he may act on the threat that it 
moved to restrict the Pentagon’s 
ability to cut troop numbers in 
South Korea to below 22,000 in the 
defense policy bill for this year. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in has insisted the U.S. troop 
presence is an alliance mat¬ 
ter and told reporters recently 
that Kim understands that U.S. 
Forces Korea “is not linked to the 
denuclearization process of the 
Korean Peninsula.” 

‘Last chance’ 

While it’s impossible to predict 
what would happen if the two un¬ 
predictable leaders meet again. 
North Korea observers agree that 
the worst-case scenario would be 
a return to the recent tensions that 
drove the peninsula to the brink of 
war. 

Many worry the meeting will 


end up being httle more than a 
photo opportunity or a chance for 
Kim to wring more concessions 
from the U.S. while giving up 
little. 

“The clock is ticking. One or two 
months from now will be a turning 
point,” the South Korean newspa¬ 
per Korea Joongang Daily wrote 
in an editorial titled “The Last 
Chance.” “Demonstrating sincer¬ 
ity toward denuclearization is the 
only way for North Korea to go.” 

Meanwhile, the former com¬ 
mander of U.S. forces in South 
Korea, retired Gen. Vincent 
Brooks, summed up the dangers 
in an interview with PBS. “With¬ 
out conversation, we go right back 
where we were in 2016 and ’17, 
with the great potential of miscal¬ 
culation on one another’s actions,” 
he said. 

“I would say we were close,” he 
added when asked about the po¬ 
tential for conflict. 

gamel.kimigstripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


A banner showing 
a photo of North 
Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, left, 
and South Korean 
President Moon 
Jae-in is displayed 
in Seoul, 

South Korea, 
on Tuesday. 

The banner 
reads, “ The 
implementation 
of F*anmunjom 
declaration on 
April 27.” 

Ann Young-joon/AP 
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'Coast Guard City' takes hit amid shutdown 



Christine Lamb, center, president and founder of the nonprofit group Animal House 
Inc. in Waterford, Conn., delivers bags of donated pet food to Coast Guardsmen 
helping at the New London pantry on Thursday. 


By Susan Haigh 
AND Jennifer McDermott 

Associated Press 

NEW LONDON, Conn, 
f the uniformed cadets milling about 
the local movie theaters and pizza 
joints didn’t make it obvious enough, 
a banner hanging from a downtown 
parking garage makes it crystal clear: New 
London is an official Coast Guard City. 

The pride is on display everywhere in 
this former whaling town of 27,000 people 
that, among other things, is home to the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy and U.S. Coast 
Guard Station New London, which patrols 
the Long Island Sound. 

Now, the town’s residents are rallying 
around their own as the partial government 
shutdown has left the Coast Guard — the 
only branch of the armed services that is 
part of the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security rather than the Pentagon — out in 
the cold. 

“The people have really just come togeth¬ 
er and said, ‘Hey, it’s the Coast Guard’s time. 
They need our help,”’ said Troy Castineria 
as he pushed his shopping cart around a 
pop-up food pantry filled with donated, free 
goods. He and his wife, Lauren, are former 
active-duty members of the Coast Guard 
who work at the academy. Both have been 
furloughed. 

“A lot of people have lost faith in human¬ 
ity. But this right here goes to show that we 
are appreciated and there are people to help 
when the time comes,” he added, staring 
with amazement at the makeshift super¬ 
market created by a coalition of local Coast 
Guard-related advocacy groups. 

The free pantry is just one of several ef¬ 
forts, big and small, by area residents and 
businesses. 

At the popular Slice Pizza Bar, a chalk¬ 
board sign proclaims, “Proudly serving our 
USCG” and offers a 15 percent discount to 
Coast Guard families. 

Castineria said the local utility in nearby 
Norwich has waived late fees for federal 
employees who are not being paid and can’t 
cover their bills. Separately, nurses at New 
London’s Lawrence and Memorial Hospital 
have been offering gift cards to needy fami¬ 
lies; a city activist plans to open her home 
on Martin Luther King Jr. Day as a drop-off 
location for donations; local restaurants and 
other businesses are offering discounts; 
local banks are providing no-interest loans 


to supplement lost paychecks; and the city’s 
police department and the U.S. Navy sub¬ 
marine base in nearby Groton have collect¬ 
ed donations. 

Waller Walker, of nearby Mystic, arrived 
in New London on Thursday afternoon with 
a friend, driving two vehicles packed with 
groceries. The pair had reached out to a 
network of 400 people to raise money and 
get food donations after hearing about the 
collection site on the news. 

“We want to support the Coast Guard,” 
she said. “They’re in our neighborhood and 
they do so much good.” 

New London Mayor Michael Passero said 
the shutdown’s impact has been personal 
for his city, where the Coast Guard is among 
the city’s top employers, with a workforce 
approaching 1,000 people and a campus 
with more than 1,000 cadets. 

It’s also been an opportunity for New 
London to live up to the city’s 2015 congres¬ 
sional designation as a Coast Guard City, a 
place where Coast Guard men, women and 
their families are made to feel welcome. 

Besides the New London station and the 
academy, a top mihtary college where the 
cadets are required to volunteer in New 
London’s schools and social service agen¬ 
cies, the city is home to the U.S. Coast Guard 
Research and Development Center and the 


International Ice Patrol Operations Center. 

The city is also awaiting construction of 
a Coast Guard museum, which is planned 
along the downtown waterfront and seen as 
a way to attract tourists to help revitalize a 
sleepy downtown 
that has struggled 
to keep storefronts 
filled. 

Passero worries 
about what will 
happen to his city 
if the shutdown 
continues. He said 
New London is at 
the beginning of 
what he sees as 
an economic re- 
vitahzation, given 
stepped-up hiring 
at Electric Boat 
and plans for off¬ 
shore wind genera¬ 
tion development. 

“The longer it drags on, the harder these 
impacts are going to be felt,” he said. “It’s 
going to start to drain public resources and 
it’s going to start to take away from our eco¬ 
nomic base at some point.” 

Jessica Bello, whose husband has been 
in the Coast Guard for eight years, said her 


family is relying on the free food pantry and 
her extra shifts working as a bartender and 
cocktail waitress at nearby Foxwoods Re¬ 
sort Casino to help make ends meet. 

“I was sent to the ER three days ago due 
to sciatica because of the extra hours and 
stress,” the mother of two said. “I have no 
choice but to go back to work tomorrow, in¬ 
jured or not, because my bills don’t care if 
I’m injured.” 

In their quest to help, people have been 
sharing tips about restaurants offering free 
meals for federal employees, store discounts 
and job postings, said Crystal Simmons, 35, 
who administers a Facebook group for New 
London Coast Guard famihes. 

“It has been amazing to see people jump¬ 
ing into action,” she said. “We’re not sit¬ 
ting on our hands and saying, ‘What are we 
going to do?’ It’s jumping in, posting to find 
out who needs something, what can we do, 
who can we contact? It’s been really great 
to see people stepping up to fix what the 
government’s not.” 

She said people have been cutting back 
on shopping and eating out, which she pre¬ 
dicts will have a “huge trickle-down effect 
that people aren’t thinking about.” 

Peter Farnan, manager of Mr. G’s res¬ 
taurant, a popular eatery and bar for the 
academy’s cadets, enlisted personnel and 
instructors, estimated that business is down 
about 10 percent compared with this time 
last year. 

“If this goes on for another two weeks ... 
we’ll definitely be a little bit more anxious 
and concerned,” said Farnan, who has been 
offering 10 percent discounts to all Coast 
Guard employees affected by the shutdown. 
“We’ll start tightening our belts.” 

The irony of the Coast Guard’s predica¬ 
ment wasn’t lost on retired Admiral Thad 
Allen, who toured the pop-up pantry on 
Thursday during a visit to the academy. He 
expressed his frustration at how the shut¬ 
down has been affecting people who often 
rescue others from natural disasters. 

“We have people under duress right now 
that are still expected to do their duty. But 
it’s not mother nature that’s inflicted the 
wound. It’s our own government,” he said, 
adding that the leaders in Washington need 
to “carry out their constitutional duties to 
provide for the general welfare and com¬ 
mon defense” or else morale and readiness 
will suffer. 


We want to 
support the 
Coast Guard. 
They’re in our 
neighborhood 
and they 
do so much 
good. ^ 

Waller Walker 

resident of Mystic, 
Conn. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


US: 52 extremists killed in airstrike 


Some 400 extremists had been preparing 
to launch an attack on Somali and Kenyan 
forces, according to a Somali intelligence 
officer. 


By Cara Anna 
Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — The US. 
military on Saturday said it had 
carried out its deadliest airstrike 
in Somalia in months, killing 
52 al-Shabab extremists after a 
“large group” mounted an attack 
on Somali forces. 

The US. Africa Command said 
the airstrike occurred near Jilib 
in Middle Juba region. There 
were no reports of Americans 
killed or wounded. 

The US. statement did not say 
whether any Somali forces were 
killed or wounded by the al-Qaida- 
linked extremists. Al-Shabab via 
its Shahada news agency asserted 
that its attack on two Somali army 
bases killed at least 41 soldiers. It 
described the location as the Bar 
Sanjuni area near the port city of 
Kismayo. 

In neighboring Ethiopia, state 
television cited the Defense Min¬ 
istry as saying more than 60 al- 
Shabab fighters had been killed 
and that four vehicles loaded with 
explosives had been “destroyed.” 
Ethiopia contributes troops to 
a multinational African Union 


peacekeeping mission in Soma¬ 
lia and has troops there inde¬ 
pendently under Ethiopian army 
command. 

A Somali intelligence officer 
said al-Shabab had been amass¬ 
ing fighters for more than a week 
to launch a m^or attack against 
Somali and Kenyan forces to dis¬ 
rupt a planned offensive against 
the extremists. The officer said 
some 400 extremists, including 
foreign ones, had been prepared, 
including two suicide car bomb¬ 
ers. The officer spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to speak to 
reporters. 

Al-Shabab controls large parts 
of rural southern and central So¬ 
malia and continues to carry out 
high-profile suicide bombings 
and other attacks in the capital, 
Mogadishu, and elsewhere. 


The Islamic extremist group 
claimed responsibility for the 
deadly attack on a luxury hotel 
complex in the capital of neigh¬ 
boring Kenya on Tuesday, the 
latest high-toll assault inside that 
county in retaliation for Kenya 
sending troops to Somalia to fight 
al-Shabab. 

The extremist group finds it¬ 
self under pressure at home on a 
number of fronts, including from 
a small presence of rival fighters 
linked to Islamic State, which has 
begun challenging al-Shabab in 
recent months. 

The United States has dra¬ 
matically stepped up airstrikes 
against al-Shabab in Somalia 
since President Donald Trump 
took office, carrying out at least 
47 such strikes last year. Some 
have targeted top al-Shabab lead¬ 
ers or key financial officials. The 


extremist group funds its attacks 
with an extensive network of 
“taxation” and extortion. 

In October, the US. said an 
airstrike killed about 60 fighters 
near the al-Shabab-controlled 
community of Harardere in 
Mudug province in the central 
part of the country. 

The airstrikes hamper the ex¬ 
tremist group but have not “se¬ 
riously degraded al-Shabab’s 
capability to mount strikes either 
inside or outside Somalia,” Matt 
Bryden, of Sahan Research, an 
expert on the extremists, told The 
Associated Press after the Nairo¬ 
bi hotel attack. 

Airstrikes alone cannot defeat 
the extremists, Bryden said, and 
must be combined with more 
ground-based attacks as well as 
a nonmilitary campaign to win 
over residents of extremist-held 
areas. 

The US. on Saturday said it 
is committed to “preventing al- 
Shabab from taking advantage 
of safe havens from which they 
can build capacity and attack the 
people of Somalia.” 


Syria says defenses 
repelled Israeli strike 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, center, speaks to journalists after 
registering as a candidate for the presidential election at the 
Independent Elections Commission in Kabul, Afghanistan on Sunday. 

Afghanistan braces for 
political rivals’ rematch 


Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrian 
state media say air defenses re¬ 
pelled an Israeli air raid near the 
international airport south of Da¬ 
mascus on Sunday. 

Syrian state TV said the air 
defenses “prevented” the attack 
from achieving its goals. It said 
Israel fired six missiles on an 
area near Damascus Internation¬ 
al Airport, of which five were shot 
down and one diverted to nearby 
empty farmland. It marked a rare 
daytime raid, as most previous 
strikes have been at night. 

Residents of the capital said 
they heard five explosions early 
Sunday afternoon, apparently the 
sound of air defenses firing into 
the air. 

Israel’s army declined to com¬ 
ment on the airstrike. It said a 
rocket fired at Syria’s Israeli-oc¬ 
cupied Golan Heights was in¬ 
tercepted by the country’s Iron 
Dome defense system. 

Israeli warplanes have used 
Lebanon’s airspace recently to 
strike deep inside Syria, includ¬ 
ing on a warehouse near Damas¬ 
cus International Airport earlier 
this month, according to Syrian 
state media. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu recently con¬ 
firmed that Israel has struck 
hundreds of targets in Syria 
linked to Iran and the Lebanese 
Hezbollah group, including a 
weapons facility two weeks ago. 
Iran and Hezbollah are allied 
with the Syrian government in 
the civil war. 

Two hours after the reports 
that Israel’s Iron Dome inter¬ 
cepted a rocket fired toward the 


Golan Heights, Netanyahu, who is 
on a visit to Chad, said in a state¬ 
ment, “We have a defined policy: 
to harm Iranian entrenchment in 
Syria and to harm anyone who 
tries to harm us.” 

Earlier Sunday, a roadside 
bomb went off south of Damascus 
without causing casualties, state 
media reported. The SANA news 
agency said the blast targeted a 
military checkpoint on a main 
highway during rush hour. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights, 
which closely monitors the war, 
said the bomb targeted the ve¬ 
hicle of a “security personality” 
that it did not name. 

The Observatory’s chief. Rami 
Abdurrahman, said it was un¬ 
clear whether the individual was 
killed or wounded. “It was not a 
random act,” he added. 

Attacks have been rare in Da¬ 
mascus since Syrian government 
forces captured the last rebel- 
held neighborhoods and suburbs 
of the capital last year. Bombings 
have left hundreds dead over the 
course of the nearly eight-year 
civil war. 

In the northern Syrian town of 
Afrin, a blast aboard a bus killed 
at least three people. 

The attack came on the anniver¬ 
sary of a Turkish military opera¬ 
tion that evicted Kurdish fighters 
from the town and displaced tens 
of thousands of its residents. The 
town now is under the control of 
Turkey-backed Syrian opposition 
fighters. 

The Observatory said three 
people were killed and nine 
wounded in the explosion. 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghan President Ashraf Ghani and 
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdul¬ 
lah on Sunday registered to run 
for president later this year, set¬ 
ting up a rematch after a bitterly 
disputed 2014 vote led to a power¬ 
sharing agreement brokered by 
the United States. 

They are the front-runners 
among at least 14 candidates who 
registered to run in the July 20 
vote. The election comes as the 
United States is accelerating ef¬ 
forts to end the 17-year war by 
trying to relaunch peace talks 
with the Taliban, who control 
nearly half the country. 

“We will bring peace, but we 
won’t beg for it,” Ghani said in a 
brief speech after registering. He 
also vowed to combat poverty. 

Ghani and Abdullah fought a 
tight race in 2014 that went to a 


second vote. Before the results of 
the runoff could be announced, 
Abdullah alleged massive fraud 
and warned of widespread pro¬ 
tests. John Kerry, then US. sec¬ 
retary of state, interceded and 
helped cobble together a unity 
government. He also persuaded 
the election commission to hold 
off on announcing the results of 
the runoff, which Ghani seemed 
poised to win. 

Ghani was named president 
and Abdullah was given the newly 
created title of chief executive. 
The arrangement was intended to 
last only two years but has contin¬ 
ued up to the present, resulting in 
a government marked by deep di¬ 
visions that has struggled to com¬ 
bat a resurgent Taliban. 

Abdullah has said that if he is 
elected president he will have a 
chief executive, while Ghani pre¬ 
fers to abolish the position. 


Rival militias negotiate 
a cease-fire in Tripoli 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Libyan 
security officials say a tempo¬ 
rary cease-fire has taken hold in 
the capital of Tripoli after deadly 
fighting between rival militias 
that dominate the city flared up 
last week. 

They say negotiations overseen 
by tribal elders from the nearby 
town of Bani Walid were ongoing 
Sunday, with hopes the militias 
from Tripoli, Zintan and Tarhou- 
na can agree to stop the fighting. 

Jihadis attack UN 
base in northern Mali 

BAMAKO, Mali — An official 
with the United Nations mission 
in Mali says jihadis linked to al- 
Qaida killed six peacekeepers and 
injured 19 others in an attack on a 
peacekeepers’ camp in Aguelhoc, 
in northern Mali’s Kidal region. 

Residents confirmed the Sun¬ 
day morning assault, saying that 
attackers came in motorcycles 
and cars. The Aguelhoc camp 
houses peacekeepers from Chad. 

Mali is under threat from a 
number of extremist groups af¬ 
filiated with al-Qaida and Islamic 
State, and attacks have moved 
from the north to Central Mali. 

Saudi coalition fires 
airstrikes in Yemen 

SANAA, Yemen — The Saudi- 
led coalition has launched a series 
of airstrikes against targets in Ye¬ 
men’s rebel-held capital, including 
a military base and drones facility 
at the city’s international airport. 

The airstrikes late Saturday 
were the first by the coalition in 
Sanaa since a deal reached last 
month between the coalition- 
backed government and Iran- 
aligned rebels known as Houthis, 
which have been at war since 
2014. 

The deal provided for a cease¬ 
fire and a withdrawal of rival forc¬ 
es from the contested port city of 
Hodeida on the Red Sea. 

There was no more information 
immediately available on casual¬ 
ties or damage from Saturday’s 
airstrikes, which began late at 
night and continued until just be¬ 
fore dawn Sunday. The explosions 
from the airstrikes lit up the night 
sky and rocked homes across 
much of the city. 

Officers arrested after 
shooting in Pakistan 

MULTAN, Pakistan — Author¬ 
ities in Pakistan have arrested 
counterterrorism police officers 
after they killed a middle-aged 
couple, their 13-year-old daugh¬ 
ter and another man in what the 
police initially claimed was a 
shootout with insurgents. 

Police killed grocery store 
owner Mohammad Khalil; his 
wife, Nabila; their daughter, 
Areeba; and a family friend, Zee- 
shan Javed, after stopping their 
vehicle late Saturday. Police say 
Javed was a wanted terrorist and 
initially accused him of using the 
others as human shields. 

Authorities say they have 
launched an investigation and ar¬ 
rested the officers involved, with¬ 
out saying how many. 

From The Associated Press 
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Democrats dismiss 
Trump compromise 
plan as 'nonstarter' 



Alex Brandon/AP 


President Donald Trump departs after speaking about the partial government shutdown, immigration and 
border security in the Diplomatic Reception Room of the White House on Saturday. 


TSA closes checkpoint at Md. airport 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In a bid to 
break the shutdown stalemate, 
President Donald Trump offered 
to extend temporary protections 
for young people brought to the 
U.S. illegally as children and 
those fleeing disaster zones in 
exchange for his long-promised 
border wall. But while Trump 
cast the move as a “common- 
sense compromise,” Democrats 
were quick to dismiss it as a 
“nonstarter.” 

With polls showing a m^ority of 
Americans blaming him and Re¬ 
publicans for the impasse. Trump 
said from the White House that 
he was there “to break the logjam 
and provide Congress with a path 
forward to end the government 
shutdown and solve the crisis on 
the southern border.” 

But Trump did not budge on 
his $5.7 billion demand for the 
wall and, in essence, offered to 
temporarily roll back some of his 
own hawkish immigration actions 
— actions that have been blocked 
by federal courts. 

Democrats dismissed Trump’s 
proposal ahead of his televised 
speech after reports of his pre¬ 
pared remarks were published. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif, said the expected offer was 
nothing more than “a compilation 
of several previously rejected ini¬ 
tiatives” and that the effort could 
not pass the House. 

“What is original in the presi¬ 
dent’s proposal is not good. What 
is good in the proposal is not orig¬ 
inal,” she later tweeted. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., also panned the 
proposal as “more hostage tak¬ 
ing,” saying that it was Trump 
who had “single-handedly” im¬ 
periled the future of the immi¬ 
grants he proposed to help. 

Reacting to the cool reception. 
Trump fired a flurry of tweets 
lashing out at Pelosi personally. 
He accused her, without evi¬ 
dence, of having “behaved so ir¬ 
rationally” and moving “so far to 
the left that she has now officially 


become a Radical Democrat.” 

He also on Sunday appeared to 
threaten to target millions of peo¬ 
ple living in the country illegally 
if he doesn’t eventually get his 
way, writing that “there will be no 
big push to remove the 11,000,000 
plus people who are here illegally 

— but be careful Nancy!” 

Trump had sought to cast his 

plan as a bipartisan way forward 
and said Saturday’s proposal had 
incorporated ideas from “rank- 
and-file” Democrats, even as top 
Democrats made clear they had 
not been consulted. 

Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., will bring the 
legislation to a vote on Tuesday 

— a move that will force Demo¬ 
crats who oppose the idea to vote 
against reopening the govern¬ 
ment as hundreds of thousands of 
federal workers remain without 
pay. 

Tuesday is also the deadline for 
the next federal pay period. 

“If the bill is filibustered on 
Tuesday ... people will not get 
paid,” said White House acting 
chief of staff Mick Mulvaney. 

McConnell had previously stat¬ 
ed that no vote should be held in 
the Senate until Trump and Dem¬ 
ocrats agreed on a bill. 

Speaking on “Fox News Sun¬ 
day,” Vice President Mike Pence 
said Trump had “set the table for 
a deal that will address the crisis 
on our border, secure our border 
and give us a pathway” to reopen 
the government. He also said he 
was optimistic the plan would 
begin to gain traction after McCo¬ 
nnell brings it to the Senate floor 
on Tuesday — though it’s unclear 
it can pass. 

Trump’s plan seems to stand 
little chance of getting the 60 
votes needed in the Senate. Sen. 
Chris Coons, D-Del., whom the 
White House has looked to as a 
possible partner on immigration 
negotiations, said he will not sup¬ 
port it. 

Another key centrist. Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, said she 
would study the details of the plan 
but did not commit to vote for it. 


By Martin Weil 

The Washington Post 

The Transportation Security 
Authority said it had closed a 
security checkpoint at Balti¬ 
more/Washington International 
Thurgood Marshall Airport on 
Saturday evening because of a 
shortages of screeners. 

In a Twitter message sent Sat¬ 
urday evening, the agency said 
it “will be exercising a contin¬ 
gency plan” at BWI “due to ex¬ 
cessive callouts.” 

TSA is responsible for secu- 


Trump’s remarks from the Dip¬ 
lomatic Reception Room marked 
the second time he has addressed 
the nation as the partial shutdown 
drags on. This time, he sought to 
strike a diplomatic tone, empha¬ 
sizing the need to work across the 
aisle. 

But the plan drew criticism 
from both the left and the right. 

“Trump proposes amnesty,” 
tweeted conservative firebrand 
Ann Coulter. “We voted for 
Trump and got Jeb!” she said, in 
a reference to Trump’s 2016 rival, 
Jeb Bush. 

Trump objected. 

“No, Amnesty is not a part of 
my offer,” he tweeted. 

Still, he said he would be open 
to using “amnesty” on “a much 
bigger deal, whether on immigra- 


rity screening of airline passen¬ 
gers in the United States. TSA 
screeners are among the federal 
government employees required 
to work during the partial shut¬ 
down of the federal government. 
Reports have circulated about 
possible staffing shortages since 
the shutdown began. 

In its message, the TSA said 
one of its checkpoints at BWI 
would close at 5:30 p.m.. 

It recommended that passen¬ 
gers arrive early. 

In another news release, the 
TSA said there were more than 


tion or something else.” Many, in¬ 
cluding Pence, have defined the 
word “amnesty” as permanent 
status or a pathway to citizenship 
for immigrants in the country 
illegally. 

In exchange for wall funding. 
Trump said he would extend tem¬ 
porary protections for three years 
for “Dreamers,” young people 
brought to the country illegally 
as children. Administration of¬ 
ficials said the protections would 
apply only to the approximately 
700,000 people currently enrolled 
in Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, or DACA, the Obama 
administration-era program 
shielding them from deportation, 
and not all those who came to the 
U.S. as children. The plan would 
offer no pathway to citizenship 


twice as many unscheduled ab¬ 
sences nationally on Friday as 
last year on the same date. 

It said the national rate of un¬ 
scheduled absences was 7 per¬ 
cent, compared with last year’s 
3 percent. 

In the news release, the TSA 
said many employees were say¬ 
ing that they could not come 
to work because of financial 
limitations. 

BWI is one of three airports 
serving the Washington metro¬ 
politan area. It is located between 
Baltimore and Washington. 


for those immigrants — a deal- 
breaker for many Democrats. 

Trump also proposed a three- 
year extension to the temporary 
protected status the U.S. offers 
to immigrants fleeing countries 
affected by natural disasters or 
violence. Officials said the exemp¬ 
tion would apply to about 300,000 
people who currently live in the 
U.S. under the program. That 
means people from El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti 

— countries that saw the status 
revoked since Trump took office 

— would get a reprieve. 

Trump had repeatedly dis¬ 
missed the idea of a deal involv¬ 
ing Dreamers in recent weeks, 
saying he would prefer to see first 
whether DACA survives a court 
challenge. 


Block: Lawmaker says sudden policy changes destroying strategic partnerships 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

he hectored allies about their failure to in¬ 
vest more in defense and threatened that 
the U.S. could “go our own way” if things 
didn’t change. That prompted U.S. law¬ 
makers to introduce legislation at the time 
seeking to block any attempt to withdraw 
from NATO, but the matter never came to 
a vote and seemed to fade as a legislative 
priority. 

Trump, during an appearance Thurs¬ 
day at the Pentagon, gave no indication of 
a looming NATO pullout. “We will be with 
NATO 100 percent, but as I told countries. 


you have to step up,” he said. 

The Senate’s renewed concerns about 
the White House commitment to NATO, 
which was founded in the aftermath of 
World War II as a collective bulwark 
against Soviet expansion, comes after a 
series of abrupt foreign policy changes. 
These include Trump’s call to pull forces 
out of Syria and downsize the military mis¬ 
sion in Afghanistan. 

Kaine, a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services commit¬ 
tees, said such sudden policy changes “and 
his (Trump’s) deference to Vladimir Putin 
— is destroying strategic partnerships we 


have forged with allies across the world.” 

“At a time of increased Russian aggres¬ 
sion and global threats, our alliance with 
NATO is more important than ever to en¬ 
sure the safety of the American people,” 
Kaine said. 

There is significant popular support for 
NATO in the United States, where 62 per¬ 
cent of Americans have a favorable view of 
the alhance, up from 53 percent in 2016, 
according to a 2017 Pew Research Center 
poll. Still, there has been debate over the 
years about whether the U.S. military was 
overcommitted in Europe amid questions 


over NATO’s relevance after the end of the 
Cold War. 

During the Obama administration, nu¬ 
merous Republican and Democratic law¬ 
makers expressed interest in reducing 
troop numbers in Europe as a way to save 
money and give a boost to American gar¬ 
rison towns. Such debates in Washington 
largely ended after Russia’s military in¬ 
tervention in Ukraine in 2014, along with 
concerns about Moscow’s meddling in U.S. 
and European elections. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @John_vandiver 
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Trump welcomes 5 new 
citizens in Oval Office 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — On a day fo¬ 
cused on his demand for a border 
wall, President Donald Trump 
used music and pageantry to wel¬ 
come “the five newest members 
of our great American family” 
during a naturalization ceremony 
in the Oval Office. 

In a ceremony Saturday that 
began to the strains of a violin 
and ended with a booming nation¬ 
al anthem, Trump celebrated the 
five new Americans from Iraq, 
Britain, South Korea, Jamaica 
and Bolivia. 

“Each of you worked hard for 
this moment. You followed the 
rules, upheld our laws,” the presi¬ 
dent said, stressing that they had 
arrived in the country legally. 

Trump introduced each of the 
new U.S. citizens, noting that 
some had come to the country 


with American spouses and some 
had children who were born here. 
To a woman from South Korea 
who came to the U.S. to pursue 
graduate studies and is now a uni¬ 
versity professor, he said, “I want 
to congratulate you, and you’re 
going to have a great time.” 

The new citizens had the oath 
of allegiance administered by 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen and received 
their naturalization certificates 
from Vice President Mike Pence, 
followed by a handshake from 
Trump. 

“By taking this oath, you have 
forged a sacred bond with this 
nation, its traditions, its culture 
and its values,” Trump said. 
“This heritage is now yours to 
protect, promote and pass down 
to the next generation and to the 
next wave of newcomers to our 
shores.” 



Alex Brandon/AP 

President Donald Trump greets people during a naturalization 
ceremony in the Oval Office of the White House on Saturday. 


US spy satellite launched 
into orbit from California 


Associated Press 

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE 
BASE, Calif — A powerful Delta 
4 Heavy rocket carrying a U.S. 
spy satellite lifted off on Saturday 
from California. 

The rocket-propelled National 
Reconnaissance Office satellite 
was launched from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base at 11:10 a.m. Pa¬ 
cific time, arcing over the Pacific 
Ocean west of Los Angeles as it 
headed toward space. 

The outer boosters of the rocket 
separated about four minutes into 
flight, followed by a successful ig¬ 
nition of the central booster. 

As is customary with classified 
payloads. United Launch Alliance 
webcast the liftoff only until the 
aerodynamic fairing covering the 
payload was discarded. 

The launch had been repeat¬ 
edly delayed since late last year 
for various reasons including a 
hydrogen leak, high winds and a 
problem with ground communi¬ 
cation equipment. 

The Delta 4 Heavy stands 233 
feet tall. 



Alex Brandon/AP 


A Delta 4 Heavy rocket carrying 
a U.S. spy satellite lifts off from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base in 
Calif., on Saturday. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


As President Donald Trump salutes, a U.S. Navy carry team moves a transfer case containing the 
remains of Scott A. Wirtz on Saturday at Dover Air Force Base, Del. 


Trump salutes remains of 
4 Americans killed in Syria 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Del. — A solemn procession. A 
long salute. A chaplain’s prayer. 

President Donald Trump trav¬ 
eled to Dover Air Force Base on 
Saturday to pay his respects to 
the returning remains of four 
Americans who were killed last 
week in a suicide bomb attack in 
Syria. 

The bombing, which was the 
deadliest assault on U.S. troops 
in Syria since American forces 
moved into the country in 2015, 
came as Trump prepares to pull 
U.S. troops out of Syria. It under¬ 
scored the threat still posed by 
Islamic State militants, even as 
Trump has claimed the group’s 
defeat. 

The president stood solemnly 
and saluted the remains of civil¬ 
ian Scott A. Wirtz, of St. Louis, 
Mo., as his body was carried 
from a C-17 military aircraft into 
a waiting van on a bitterly cold, 
wind-whipped tarmac. 

Earlier, he. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and acting Secre¬ 
tary of Defense Patrick Shanah¬ 
an accompanied a small group of 
Army and Navy officers as they 
walked up the plane’s cargo ramp, 
where a chaplain said a prayer. 

Wirtz and the three other Amer¬ 
icans — Army Chief Warrant Of¬ 
ficer 2 Jonathan R. Farmer, Navy 
Chief Cryptologic Technician (In¬ 
terpretive) Shannon M. Kent and 
an unnamed civilian contractor 
— were killed in a suicide bomb¬ 
ing Wednesday in the northern 
Syrian town of Manbij. Wirtz 
had been assigned to the Defense 
Intelligence Agency as an opera¬ 
tions support specialist. 

The three other transfers 


were conducted privately, with 
the president observing. He also 
spent time with the families of 
those killed. 

Trump told reporters as he left 
the White House on Saturday 
that meeting the relatives of the 
country’s fallen heroes “might 
be the toughest thing” he has to 
do as president. In discussing his 
withdrawal decision. Trump has 
repeatedly referenced how much 
he dislikes making calls and writ¬ 
ing letters to the families of those 
killed while serving overseas. 

The trip was not listed on the 
president’s public schedule that 
was released Friday night, but he 
tweeted the news in the morning. 

“Will be leaving for Dover to be 
with the families of 4 very special 
people who lost their lives in ser¬ 
vice to our Country!” he wrote. 

In a Dec. 19 tweet announc¬ 
ing the withdrawal from Syria, 
Trump declared, “We have de¬ 
feated ISIS in Syria, my only 
reason for being there during the 
Trump Presidency.” He said the 
troops would begin coming home 
“now.” That plan triggered im¬ 
mediate pushback from military 
leaders and led to the resignation 
of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 

Over the past month. Trump 
and others have appeared to ad¬ 
just the timeline, and U.S. offi¬ 
cials have suggested it will likely 
take several months to safely 
withdraw the approximately 
2,000 U.S. troops from Syria. 

A leading U.S. voice on foreign 
policy and close ally of the presi¬ 
dent, Sen. Lindsey Graham, said 
during a visit Saturday to Turkey 
that an American withdrawal 
from Syria that had not been 
thought through would lead to 
“chaos” and “an Iraq on steroids.” 
Graham, R-S.C., urged Trump 


not to get out without a plan and 
said the goal of destroying ISIS 
militants in Syria had not yet 
been accomplished. 

ISIS claimed responsibility for 
Wednesday’s attack in Manbij, 
which killed 19 people, including 
the four Americans. 

Trump said before arriving in 
Dover that ISIS has lost almost 
all its territory but “that doesn’t 
mean you’re not going to have 
somebody around.” He also said, 
“We can be pulling back but 
we’ve been hitting ISIS very hard 
over the last three weeks ... and 
it’s moving along very well.” 

Manbij is the main town on the 
westernmost edge of Syrian ter¬ 
ritory held by the U.S.-backed 
Syrian Kurds, running along the 
border with Turkey. Mixed Kurd- 
ish-Arab Syrian forces liberated 
Manbij from ISIS in 2016 with 
help from the U.S.-led coalition. 

But Kurdish control of the 
town infuriated Turkey, which 
views the main U.S. Kurdish ally, 
the YPG militia, as “terrorists” 
linked to Kurdish insurgents on 
its own soil. 

Trump reinforced his with¬ 
drawal decision during a meet¬ 
ing with about a half-dozen GOP 
senators late Wednesday at the 
White House. 

Sen. Rand Paul, of Kentucky, 
who was at the meeting, told re¬ 
porters on a conference call that 
the president remained “stead¬ 
fast” in his decision not to stay in 
Syria, or Afghanistan, “forever.” 
The senator did not disclose the 
latest thinking on the withdrawal 
timeline. 

Paul said Trump told the group, 
“We’re not going to continue the 
way we’ve done it.” 
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Woman sheds pounds, gains followers 


By Bianca Moorman 
The Meridian (Miss.) Star 


Paula Merritt, The Meridian (Miss.) Star/AP 

Leneathra Reed works with her trainer, Frank Harbin, at Total Body Transformation Gym in Meridian, Miss., on Jan. 4. Since sharing 
her story on social media, Reed has become a viral sensation. 


MERIDIAN, Miss. — What started as 
a way to lose weight for self-improvement 
has turned into an inspiring journey for 
Leneathra Reed, of Meridian. 

Once weighing 626 pounds, Reed has 
dropped 29.3 pounds through sweat, sheer 
determination and will. 

Reed said she was never skinny, but once 
weighed around 200 pounds. That changed 
several years ago when she got a breast 
reduction and was put on steroids during 
her recovery. The medication caused her 
weight to balloon, she said. 

“I didn’t really acknowledge I was get¬ 
ting bigger because I didn’t feel it,” Reed 
recalled. 

Since sharing her story on social media, 
Reed, 39, of Meridian, has become a viral 
sensation, inspiring others to drop a few 
pounds. 

Reed said her journey has not been easy, 
recalling the times when she would want 
to quit. But her trainer, Frank Harbin at 
Total Body Transformation Gym, pushed 
her even when she struggled, she said. 

A few months ago, Reed started mak¬ 
ing videos to document her progress, and 
a video of her hitting a tire with a hammer 
has gone viral. 

Finding time to exercise is a challenge 
for Reed, a single mother and full-time 
student at the University of Phoenix. But 
Reed, who also works full time and is ac¬ 
tive in her church, said that if she can make 
the time, then others can find their way to 
their gym. She works out three times a 
week, but wants to increase her regimen to 
four days a week, she said. 

She hopes to reach 175 pounds in about 
two years. 



Boy, 11, a crocheting prodigy, 
becomes star on social media 


By Emily Pyrek 

La Crosse (Wis.) Tribune 

LA CROSSE, Wis. — When the 
UPS man came knocking with a 
dolley piled high with packages, 
Jennifer Larson immediately 
knew they were for her youngest 
son. And that the boxes would be 
filled not with toys, or clothes, but 
yarn. Skein after skein of yarn. 

It’s not uncommon for 11- 
year-old Jonah to arrive home 
from school to balls of yarn and 
encouraging notes from around 
the world, sent by the thousands 
of fans who follow the young cro¬ 
chet prodigy on social media and 
drape their couches with his one- 
of-a-kind blankets. 

“In the basement we have 
20 totes (full). He gets boxes of 
yarn from all over — England, 
Canada,” Jennifer said to the La 
Crosse Tribune. “I think they’re 
worried the art of crocheting is 
going to end, and they’re just ex¬ 
cited a young person will carry it 
on.” 

Jonah’s passion for the craft 
started on a whim, when he dis¬ 
covered a hook in a box of craft 
supplies at the age of 5. Finding a 
YouTube video on basic stitches, 
Jonah completed a dish cloth in 


an hour. He was hooked. 

“It was very relaxing after a 
hard day at school,” Jonah said, 
whipping through a sprawling 
blue blanket at his home recently, 
eyes ahead and fingers working 
furiously. 

The precocious boy — a sixth- 
grader at Lincoln Middle School 
who takes ninth-grade algebra 

— participates in cross country, 
basketball and baseball but con¬ 
siders crochet his first love. 

As a kindergartener, having 
already advanced to hats, blan¬ 
kets and scarves, he entered 
his handiwork in the La Crosse 
County Fair, competing against 

— and triumphing over — “the 
grandmas.” 

“Considering the circumstanc¬ 
es, it felt awesome,” said Jonah, 
who took home seven ribbons the 
next year and now has around 
70 in his collection. “I’m really 
proud of all the things I make.” 

Jennifer, who has never cro¬ 
cheted herself, was initially con¬ 
cerned Jonah might be bullied 
for his unusual hobby. But his 
classmates have been nothing but 
kind, some even asking for lessons 
last year when Jonah’s teacher al¬ 
lowed him to stitch after complet¬ 
ing his homework. 


While his teenage brother, Leif, 
has no interest in fiber art, and 
little sister Mercy has yet to try 
her hand at it, Jonah has inspired 
many to reach for their hooks 
and yarn, and gleaned even more 
admirers. 

His Instagram page of finished 
projects, Jonah’s Hands, has 
more than 2,480 followers, with 
comments reading “Wow, you are 
gifted!” and “I’m just super im¬ 
pressed by you.” 

A few individuals voiced doubts 
the massive blankets, intricate 
table runners and cozy mittens 
could have come from the hands 
of a child, but a video of Jonah 
stitching a cowl at rapid speed 

— without looking at his hands 

— dispelled any skepticism. 

Jonah, who can finish a blanket 

in as little as eight hours, spends 
about 4y2 hours a day on his craft, 
getting in a few stitches in the 
morning and then joining his 
mom on the couch after school 
to watch the news and chat as he 
works. 

“He’s much more fascinated to 
see what beautiful thing he can 
make from that string of yarn 
than playing a video game,” said 
Jennifer. 



He gets boxes of yarn from all over 
— England, Canada. I think they’re wor¬ 
ried the art of crocheting is going to end, 
and they’re just excited a young person will 
carry it on. f 

Jennifer Larson 

mother of 11-year-old crochet sensation Jonah Larson 
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Teens mock Native American man 



Courtesy of the Survival Media Agency/AP 


A teenager wearing a “Make America Great Again” hat, center left, stands in front of an elderly Native 
American singing and playing a drum on Friday in Washington. 


Diocese apologizes 
for boys’ behavior 
following DC rally 

By Adam Beam 
AND Brian Melley 
Associated Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky. — A diocese 
in Kentucky apologized Saturday 
after videos emerged showing stu¬ 
dents from a Catholic boys’ high 
school mocking Native Americans 
outside the Lincoln Memorial 
after a rally in Washington. 

The Indigenous Peoples March 
in Washington on Friday coincid¬ 
ed with the March for Life, which 
drew thousands of anti-abortion 
protesters, including a group from 
Covington Catholic High School in 
Park Hills, Ky. 

Videos circulating online show 
a youth staring at and standing 
extremely close to Nathan Phil¬ 
lips, 64, Native American man 
singing and playing a drum. Other 
students, some wearing Covington 
clothing and many wearing “Make 
America Great Again” hats and 
sweatshirts, surrounded them, 
chanting, laughing and jeering. 

In a joint statement, the Roman 
Cathohc Diocese of Covington and 
Covington Catholic High School 
apologized to Philhps. Officials 
said they are investigating and 
will take “appropriate action, up 
to and including expulsion.” 

“We extend our deepest apolo¬ 
gies to Mr. Philhps,” the statement 
read. “This behavior is opposed 
to the Church’s teachings on the 
dignity and respect of the human 


person.” 

According to the “Indian Coun¬ 
try Today” website, PhiUips is 
an Omaha elder and Vietnam 
veteran who holds an annual cer¬ 
emony honoring Native American 
veterans at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Marcus Frejo, a member of 
the Pawnee and Seminole tribes 
who is also known as Chief Quese 
Imc, said he had been a part of 
the march and was among a small 
group of people remaining after 
the raUy when the boisterous 
students began chanting slogans 
such as “Make America great” 
and then began doing the haka, a 


traditional Maori dance. 

One 11-minute video of the con¬ 
frontation shows the Haka dance 
and students loudly chanting be¬ 
fore Phillips and Frejo approached 
them. Frejo said he joined Phillips 
to defuse the situation, singing the 
anthem from the American Indian 
Movement with both men beating 
out the tempo on hand drums. 

Although he feared a mob men- 
tahty that could turn ugly, Frejo 
said he was at peace singing de¬ 
spite the scorn. He briefly felt 
something special happen as they 
repeatedly sang the tune. 

Eventually, a calm fell over the 
group of students and they broke 


up and walked away. 

“When I was there singing, I 
heard them saying ‘Build that 
wall, build that wall,”’ Phillips 
said, as he wiped away tears in a 
video posted on Instagram. 

State Rep. Ruth Buffalo, a North 
Dakota state lawmaker and mem¬ 
ber of the Mandan, Hidatsa and 
Ankara Nation, said she was sad¬ 
dened to see students showing dis¬ 
respect to an elder and a mihtary 
veteran at what was supposed to 
be a celebration of all cultures. 

She said she hoped it would lead 
to some kind of meeting with the 
students to provide education on 
issues facing Native Americans. 


A scaled-down, but still angry, Women’s March returns 



By Ashraf Khalil 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Amid inter¬ 
nal controversies and a capital 
city deeply distracted by the par¬ 
tial government shutdown, the 
third Women’s March returned 
to Washington on Saturday with 
an enduring message of anger 
and defiance aimed directly at 
President Donald Trump’s White 
House. 

The original march in 2017, the 
day after Trump’s inauguration, 
flooded the city with pink-hatted 
protesters. The exact size of the 
turnout remains subject to a po¬ 
litically charged debate, but it’s 
generally regarded as the larg¬ 
est Washington protest since the 
Vietnam era. 

This year was a more mod¬ 
est affair for multiple reasons. 
An estimated 100,000 protesters 
packed several blocks around 
Freedom Plaza, just east of the 
White House, holding a daylong 
rally. The march itself took about 
an hour and only moved about 
four blocks west along Pennsyl¬ 
vania Avenue past the Trump In¬ 
ternational Hotel before looping 
back to Freedom Plaza. 

Organizers submitted a per¬ 
mit application estimating up to 


500,000 participants even though 
it was widely expected that the 
turnout would be smaller. 

The original plan was to gather 
on the National Mall. But with 
the forecast calling for snow and 
freezing rain and the National 
Park Service no longer plowing 
snow because of the shutdown, 
organizers on Thursday changed 
the march’s location and route. 

As it turned out the weather 


was chilly but otherwise pleas¬ 
ant, and the mood among the 
marchers a now-familiar mix of 
sister-power camaraderie and 
defiant anger toward Trump and 
the larger power structure. As 
always the Trump administra¬ 
tion was the direct target of most 
of the protests — with fresh bit¬ 
terness stemming from more re¬ 
cent events like Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s suc¬ 


cessful confirmation last fall de¬ 
spite a direct accusation of sexual 
misconduct when he was in high 
school. 

One sign declared, “Strong 
women only fear weak men.” An¬ 
other stated, “MOOD: Still pretty 
mad about Kavanaugh.” 

Parallel marches took place 
in dozens of cities around the 
country. 

In Los Angeles, a few hun¬ 
dred demonstrators gathered in 
Pershing Square downtown and 
marched to Grand Park as the 
crowd swelled to thousands. 

“Democracy is not a spectator 
sport, and I came out to continue 
to stand for that proposition, said 
Ellen Klugman, of Marina Del 
Rey. “If I don’t go, who will?” 

In San Francisco, House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi was in the march, 
and video on Twitter showed peo¬ 
ple clapping and cheering as she 
passed. 

In Denver, protester Jacque- 
lynn Sigl said it’s a mistake to 
focus solely on Trump. 

“It’s not OK, the rhetoric the 
president has today, but it’s also 
important to know this isn’t an 
anti-Trump rally,” she said. “This 
isn’t about him. It’s about the 
thought that’s running across the 
country right now.” 


Winter storm 
causes airline 
cancellations, 
road troubles 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — A mqjor winter 
storm that has brought some of 
the coldest temperatures of the 
season covered a large swath of 
the U.S. in snow as it wreaked 
havoc on air travel and caused 
slick road conditions throughout 
New England on Sunday. 

Nearly 5,000 flights were can¬ 
celed Sunday around the country, 
with Boston Logan Airport being 
one of the hardest hit, according 
to FlightAware, a flight tracking 
company. The National Weath¬ 
er Service issued winter storm 
warnings or advisories for part or 
all of at least 15 states stretching 
from southeast Missouri to the 
northern tip of Maine. 

The storm was caused by the 
clash of an Arctic high pressure 
system with a low pressure sys¬ 
tem coming through the Ohio Val¬ 
ley, said National Weather Service 
meteorologist Dan Hofmann. 

“It happens that this one is 
going through a relatively high 
population area,” Hofmann said. 

Parts of northern New England 
could see up to 2 feet of snow, 
which was to be followed Sun¬ 
day night by bitter cold and wind 
chills as low as 35 below zero in 
parts of Vermont, Maine and 
New Hampshire. Parts of upstate 
New York got up to 11 inches of 
snow overnight, according to the 
Weather Channel. 

Some New Englanders wel¬ 
comed the fresh snow. Nicholas 
Nicolet and his son Rocco, 6, were 
outside early Sunday morning to 
enjoy the snow in Montpelier, Vt., 
as they cross-country skied on 
the city’s sidewalks during the 
storm. 

A plane carrying 129 people 
skidded from a slick runway at 
Chicago’s O’Hare International 
Airport on Saturday. No inju¬ 
ries were reported on the United 
Airlines flight as it arrived from 
Phoenix, Chicago Fire officials 
said. 

In Kansas, a snowplow driver 
was killed when he drove the 
plow onto the shoulder of a road 
and it rolled over, throwing him 
under the vehicle. It wasn’t clear 
why the driver had moved to the 
shoulder from the roadway. 

A 15-vehicle crash on slippery 
roads blocked a section of Inter¬ 
state 55 in southeastern Missouri 
near Ste. Genevieve on Satur¬ 
day afternoon and drivers were 
urged to find an alternative route. 
In Detroit, many motorists were 
moving well below posted speed 
limits along freeways due to 
slushy conditions. 

Amtrak canceled some trains 
Saturday from Chicago to Wash¬ 
ington and New York and be¬ 
tween New York and Boston and 
Pennsylvania on Sunday. 

President Donald Trump re¬ 
marked at how large the storm 
system was in a tweet early 
Sunday, urging Americans af¬ 
fected by the winter storm to “be 
careful.” 
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WORLD 


Turkish US Consulate worker indicted 


By Zeynep Bilginsoy 
Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Turkish prose¬ 
cutors are seeking a life sentence 
for a local employee of the United 
States consulate in Istanbul ac¬ 
cused of attempting to overthrow 
the government and espionage. 

A 78-page indictment seen by 
The Associated Press on Sunday 
against Turkish national Metin 
Topuz, jailed since October 2017, 
said he was in “very intense con¬ 
tact” with police officers who led 
a 2013 anti-corruption investiga¬ 
tion that implicated top govern¬ 
ment officials. 

The Turkish government ac¬ 
cused U.S.-based cleric Fethullah 
Gulen of attempting a “judicial 
coup” with that investigation and 


CAIRO — Sudanese security 
forces were deploying in large 
numbers on Sunday in Khartoum 
and the capital’s twin city in antic¬ 
ipation of fresh protests calling on 
longtime ruler Omar al-Bashir to 
step down, according to activists 
and video clips circulating onhne. 

The videos show hundreds of 
security forces in all-terrain vehi¬ 
cles in Khartoum and heading to 
nearby Omdurman, a traditional 
hotbed of dissent that saw hours of 
pitched battles between police and 


IRA dissidents 

Associated Press 

LONDON—Police in Northern 
Ireland said Sunday they suspect 
Irish Republican Army dissi¬ 
dents were behind a car bombing 
outside a courthouse in the city of 
Londonderry. Two men in their 
20s have been arrested for the at¬ 
tack, which caused no injuries. 

Attackers hijacked a pizza 
delivery vehicle, loaded it with 
explosives and left it outside the 
city-center courthouse on Satur¬ 
day evening, the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland said. The de¬ 
vice exploded as police, who had 
spotted the suspicious vehicle, 
were evacuating the area. 

The force said a warning call 
was made to a charity in England 
and passed on to police minutes 
before the explosion. 

Police released surveillance 
camera footage of the car being 
parked in front of the courthouse 
and of the driver sprinting away. 
Images also showed a group of 
young people walking past the 
car shortly before it blew up. 

Assistant Chief Constable Mark 
Hamilton said the bomb was 
a “crude” and unstable device 
and called the attack “incredibly 
reckless.” 

“The people responsible for 
this attack have shown no regard 
for the community or local busi- 


labeled his network a terrorism 
group. 

Gulen is also blamed for the 
2016 failed coup but he denies the 
accusations. 

The indictment said Topuz, 
who worked as a translator and 
fixer for the Drug Enforcement 
Agency in the US. Consulate in 
Istanbul, told authorities he had 
been in touch with several po¬ 
lice officers with alleged links to 
Gulen for narcotic investigations. 

The prosecutor said this was 
a “reflexive acknowledgment of 
his crimes” and claimed Topuz’s 
communication with the officers 
was “beyond the limits of consul¬ 
ar work.” 

The indictment includes tele¬ 
phone calls, text messages and 


protesters last week. 

Sunday’s anticipated protests 
come amid a series of strikes, al¬ 
ready underway or planned for 
this week, by professional unions, 
including doctors, teachers, law¬ 
yers and pharmacists. Demon¬ 
strations are also expected in 
other cities on Sunday. 

Al-Bashir, who seized power in a 
military coup nearly 30 years ago, 
insists there will be no change of 
leadership except through the bal¬ 
lot box. Already one of the longest- 
serving leaders in the region, he is 
expected to run for a new term in 
office in elections next year. 


nesses,” he said. Hamilton said 
the “main line of inquiry” was 
that the bomb had been planted 
by a group known as the New 
IRA. 

More than 3,700 people died 
during decades of violence before 
Northern Ireland’s 1998 peace 
accord. 

Most militants have renounced 
violence, but small groups of IRA 
dissidents have carried out occa- 


CCTV frame grabs with suspect¬ 
ed police officers as well as tes¬ 
timony from four witnesses and 
two suspects. 

He’s also accused of privacy 
violations and illegally recording 
personal data. 

A call to Topuz’s lawyer on 
Sunday was not immediately 
returned. 

A judge will decide whether the 
case will proceed to trial. Among 
the 30 complainants are Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and former ministers. 

Topuz’s arrest increased ten¬ 
sions between NATO allies the 
US. and Turkey in 2017 and led 
to the suspension of bilateral 
visa services for more than two 
months. 


An Islamist wanted for geno¬ 
cide by the International Criminal 
Court, al-Bashir has repeatedly 
warned that the protests could 
plunge Sudan into the kind of 
chaos convulsing other countries 
in the region. 

The protests erupted Dec. 19, 
initially over price increases and 
shortages but soon shifted to call¬ 
ing on the president to step down. 
Rights groups last week said at 
least 40 people have been killed 
in the protests, while the govern¬ 
ment acknowledged 24 deaths. 

Activists say three protesters, 
including a doctor and a child. 


sional bombings and shootings. 

Northern Ireland’s power-shar¬ 
ing government has been sus¬ 
pended for two years because of 
a dispute between the main Prot¬ 
estant and Catholic political par¬ 
ties. Uncertainty about the future 
of the Irish border after Brexit is 
adding to tensions. 

Politicians from both sides of 
Northern Ireland’s political di¬ 
vide condemned the attack. 


Relations hit rock bottom last 
summer when President Donald 
Trump sanctioned two Turkish 
officials and increased tariffs 
on aluminum and steel imports, 
causing a huge loss in the Turk¬ 
ish lira’s value, to pressure the 
country to release an imprisoned 
American pastor. 

Pastor Andrew Brunson was 
convicted in October for terror¬ 
ism links but later allowed to 
leave the country. 

Two other local consular em¬ 
ployees are under investigation in 
Turkey. Jailed translator Hamza 
Ulucay is accused of terrorism 
group membership, with alleged 
links to outlawed Kurdish mili¬ 
tants, and staffer Mete Canturk 
was placed under house arrest. 


were killed in Thursday’s clashes, 
but a police spokesman said the 
next day that only two were killed. 
He denied that security forces 
used hve ammunition. 

Five doctors have died in the 
protests, according to the indepen¬ 
dent physicians union. 

Although participants have so 
far been in the hundreds or low 
thousands, the continuing protests 
and strikes pose a challenge to 
al-Bashir’s rule. The absence of 
explicit support by Sudan’s Arab 
allies has made al-Bashir’s posi¬ 
tion even more tenuous. 


John Boyle, who is mayor of 
the city also known as Derry, said 
violence “is the past and it has to 
stay in the past.” 

Arlene Foster, leader of the 
pro-British Democratic Union¬ 
ist Party, called the bombing a 
“pointless act of terror.” Mary- 
Lou McDonald, president of Irish 
nationalist party Sinn Fein, said it 
was a “mindless and outrageous 
attack on (the) people of Derry.” 


Remains of 6 Holocaust 
victims finally buried 

LONDON — The remains of 
six unidentified Holocaust vic¬ 
tims have been buried at a Jewish 
cemetery after spending years in 
storage at a British museum. 

The Imperial War Museum 
found the ashes and bone frag¬ 
ments during a stock-taking last 
year. They had been given to the 
museum, along with other items 
from the Auschwitz concentration 
camp, by an anonymous donor in 
1997. 

Tests determined the remains 
belonged to five adults and a child. 
Hundreds of mourners watched 
as they were buried Sunday at a 
cemetery outside London in a cof¬ 
fin with earth from Israel. 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, 
who delivered a eulogy, said the 
victims “were stripped of their 
dignity, both in life and in death. 
And we will now have an oppor¬ 
tunity to accord them appropriate 
dignity with a funeral.” 

World’s oldest man dies 
at his home in Japan 

TOKYO — The world’s oldest 
man has died at his home — a hot 
springs inn — in northern Japan 
at the age of 113. 

Masazo Nonaka died in the 
early hours of Sunday while 
sleeping at home in Ashoro, on 
Japan’s northern main island of 
Hokkaido, his family said. 

He died peacefully from nat¬ 
ural causes, according to his 
granddaughter, Yuko Nonaka. 

The supercentenarian, whose 
family has run a hot springs inn 
for four generations, was certi¬ 
fied by Guinness World Records 
in April 2018 as the world’s oldest 
living man at 112 years and 259 
days. 

Born on July 25, 1905, Nonaka 
grew up in a large family and suc¬ 
ceeded his parents running the 
inn. The 106-year-old inn is now 
run by his granddaughter, Yuko. 

“He didn’t have any health 
problem,” she said. “He went 
peacefully, and that’s at least our 
consolation.” 

Magnitude 6.7 quake 
hits Chile’s coast 

SANTIAGO, Chile — A mag¬ 
nitude 6.7 earthquake shook cit¬ 
ies and towns on Chile’s northern 
coast late Saturday but there were 
no immediate reports of m^or 
damage. 

Chile’s National Emergency 
Office preventatively ordered the 
evacuation of a stretch of coast 
near the city of Coquimbo but 
later called it off Authorities said 
the quake didn’t have the char¬ 
acteristics that would generate a 
tsunami. 

The US. Geological Survey 
said the epicenter of the quake 
was 9.7 miles south-southwest of 
Coquimbo and it had a depth of 
about 33 miles. It struck at 7:32 
p.m. local time. 

Chile’s seismological service 
put the strength of the quake at 
magnitude 6.8. It was felt strong¬ 
ly in northern Chile, according to 
social media and press reports. 

From The Associated Press 


Sudan police deploy in big numbers ahead of protests 

By Brian Rohan 

Associated Press 


suspected in Northern Ireland car bombing 



Niall Carson, PA/AP 


Forensic investigators search the scene of a car bomb blast in Londonderry, Northern Ireland, on Sunday. 
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OPINION 

State of the Union address should go away 


By Stephen Mihm 

Bloomberg Opinion 

H ouse Speaker Nancy Pelosi has 
a keen sense of history. By de¬ 
manding that President Donald 
Trump either postpone the State 
of the Union address until the government 
shutdown ends or deliver a written state¬ 
ment, she has raised the possibility that we 
might finally get rid of a ritual that has de¬ 
volved into empty political theater. 

The speech takes its name from the 
clause in the Constitution stipulating that 
the president “shall from time to time give 
to the Congress Information of the State of 
the Union, and recommend to their Con¬ 
sideration such measures as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient.” Like much of 
the Constitution, this language left the 
particulars up for grabs. How often, for ex¬ 
ample, was the president supposed to brief 
Congress? George Washington delivered 
the first such speech on Jan. 8,1790. It was 
short and sweet: 1,089 words. A year later 
he reprised the act, which set the prec¬ 
edent of an annual address, with Congress 
expected to send a written reply. 

John Adams continued the practice, but 
by this time, the growing divisions between 
the nation’s first political parties — the 
Federalists and the Democratic Republi¬ 
cans — cast a growing shadow. For Thom¬ 
as Jefferson, who served as Adams’ vice 
president, the rite, like so many pretensions 
of the Federalists, had a distasteful mo¬ 
narchical flavor. The pomp reminded the 
Democratic Republicans of a longstand¬ 
ing British practice: The “speech from the 
throne” that the monarch delivered before 
Parliament that set out his (or her) direc¬ 
tions for the course of lawmaking. 

And so, when Jefferson secured the 
presidency after the contested election of 
1800, this self-styled advocate for the com¬ 
mon man abandoned the ritual altogether. 


Instead, Jefferson sent a written message 
that his personal secretary read to the 
assembled House and Senate. By way of 
explanation, his missive noted that it was 
“inconvenient” to require that everyone 
be present for a speech and that he wished 
to recognize “the economy” of the legisla¬ 
tors’ time and offer them “relief from the 
embarrassment of immediate answers on 
subjects not yet fully before them.” 

How thoughtful! But this move, which 
appeared to reflect the president’s simplic¬ 
ity and practicality, was likely motivated by 
entirely different considerations. One, Jef¬ 
ferson was a notoriously bad public speak¬ 
er, and likely suffered from acute stage 
fright. The man he defeated for the presi¬ 
dency, Adams, once recalled that “during 
the whole time I sat with him in Congress, 
I never heard him utter three sentences 
together.” Likewise, Jefferson delivered 
his inaugural addresses in so soft and low 
a voice that people standing very close to 
him could not make out the words. 

This explanation has plenty of merit, but 
Jefferson may have had another reason 
for foregoing a speech. In his private writ¬ 
ings, he claimed that his written message 
— which did not contain the customary 
request for a reply — had “prevented the 
bloody conflicts to which the making an 
answer would have committed them.” He 
would later write: “the sending a message, 
instead of making a speech to be answered, 
is acknowledged to have had the best effect 
towards preserving harmony.” 

Whatever the real reason, Jefferson’s 
decision to phone in the annual message 
became a new tradition. Presidents sent 
Congress increasingly long written annual 
messages throughout the 19th century and 
into the 20th. 

That was the practice until that irre¬ 
pressible busybody and self-styled orator, 
Woodrow Wilson, decided to go old school, 
reviving the custom of giving an actual 


speech to a captive audience. 

Congress wasn’t certain what to make of 
the change. Wilson’s opponents pointed out 
that he was bringing back an older Federal¬ 
ist tradition that he, a capital-D Democrat, 
should eschew. Rep. John Sharp Williams, 
a member of Wilson’s own party, invoked 
the decline of Rome, claiming to see the 
“dread shadow of Caesarism hovering over 
the Capitol” in Wilson’s pending visit. 

But the president would not be denied. 
The press supported him because the event 
made for good copy. The Washington Post 
declared, “With a sweep of decision that 
shattered precedent, the president brushed 
aside all imaginary boundaries between 
Congress and the executive office.” 

Ever the idealist, Wilson later declared 
that he had shown up in person to under¬ 
score that he was not a distant authority, 
but a “President who is a human being, 
trying to cooperate with other human be¬ 
ings.” In reality, Wilson’s decision had a 
great deal to do with tariff legislation he 
was trying to get passed, and he used the 
occasion to beat that particular drum. 

So many of the ridiculous rituals that 
now pervade the annual State of the Union 
address date back to that fateful speech: 
the interruptions for applause; the seating 
of presidential family members and VIPs; 
the specious claims of unity and common 
interest, even as the president attempts to 
drive forward some divisive political agen¬ 
da; and the inevitable postmortems in the 
press. Subsequent presidents embraced 
the practice, refining it to accommodate 
radio and, eventually, television. 

And now. Trump and Pelosi have a golden 
opportunity to resurrect the written mes¬ 
sage. It has so many obvious advantages: 
It’s painless, cheap, and it certainly doesn’t 
screw up regular television programming. 

Stephen Mihm, an associate professor of history 
at the University of Georgia, is a contributor to 
Bioomberg Opinion. 


Millennials’ revenge seen in Denis’ proposals 


By Karl W. Smith 

Bloomberg Opinion 

A lmost every mqjor new economic 
initiative proposed by Democrats 
— the Green New Deal, Medicare 
for all, debt-free college — has a 
common feature: Unlike most current so¬ 
cial programs, it would benefit younger 
Americans at the expense of older ones. 

Since the New Deal, America’s social 
insurance programs have primarily trans¬ 
ferred resources from the relatively young 
to the old. Social Security was designed as 
a program to support those unable to work, 
but over time its spending came to be dom¬ 
inated by payments to retirees. Medicaid 
was intended for the poor, but now mostly 
pays for medical care for lower-income 
older Americans. Medicare has always 
been focused on serving seniors. 

True, health care spending tends to go 
toward older Americans anyway. But those 
programs are prone to letting younger 
Americans fall through the cracks. In 2018, 
the uninsured rate for Americans overall 
was 8.8 percent, but for those age 26 to 34, 
it was 16.2 percent. Medicare for all would 
represent a much larger expansion of 
health insurance among young adults than 
among older adults, with a corresponding 
increase in costs. These costs would have 
to be made up with either higher taxes 
or, more likely, reductions in services for 
those who currently have Medicare. 

Likewise, the young have the most to 
gain from a Green New Deal. First, and 
most obviously, they are likely to live long 
enough to reap the benefits of any impact 
it might have in mitigating the effects of 
climate change. Second, and more im¬ 


mediately, the Green New Deal is likely 
to create jobs in the development and in¬ 
stallation of renewable energy technology. 
Both the technical skills and the physical 
labor required for this work are likely to 
come disproportionately from the young. 

That a debt-free college policy will mostly 
benefit the young hardly needs an explana¬ 
tion. Yet it is even more skewed toward them 
than it appears. It’s not a given that such a 
program would result in many more Ameri¬ 
cans going to college (if that happened, the 
overall benefits from the increase in skilled 
workers would be widespread). Instead, 
more students would leave college without 
owing tens or even hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in debt. That reduced debt bur¬ 
den represents a direct transfer from older 
Americans to younger ones. 

None of this is to argue against the goals 
of these Democratic proposals. But they 
represent a radical departure from the 
past and current model, and it’s interesting 
to consider why they are all coming now. 
My favorite theory — and that’s all it is 
— is that they are payback for decades of 
pro-elderly monetary policy. 

If you bought a house or started invest¬ 
ing in stocks and bonds in the late 1970s or 
early ’80s, you probably did pretty well. At 
the time interest rates were high; at their 
peak in October 1981, the average home 
mortgage rate was 18.5 percent. High in¬ 
terest rates tend to push down the value of 
the underlying asset. So while interest pay¬ 
ments on homes may have been exorbitant, 
the principal was relatively small. 

Those high interest rates were designed 
to reduce inflation, and they worked. As 
inflation fell, so did interest rates. In re¬ 
sponse, asset prices soared. That means 


that houses — as well as stocks, bonds and 
other assets that Americans of that genera¬ 
tion bought — went up in value. And, with 
new lower interest rates, many homeown¬ 
ers could refinance and save even more. 

Meanwhile, those low interest rates 
made student debt look less daunting, so 
many states allowed their university sys¬ 
tems to raise tuition. (In many cases, the 
rationale was that full-paying students 
would subsidize aid for lower-income stu¬ 
dents.) All those paying customers radi¬ 
cally changed incentives for universities. 
Instead of focusing on academics, they 
spent lavishly on administrative staff, 
campus renovations and amenities, largely 
in an effort to improve the student experi¬ 
ence. Upon graduation, however, students 
found that their more expensive educa¬ 
tions had not brought them more lucrative 
job opportunities. 

Why? Well, the same monetary policy 
that pushed down inflation also reduced 
job growth, particularly for entry-level 
workers. College students were entering 
a subpar job market with an above-par 
amount of debt. 

Now, finally, it seems that they have had 
enough. They want to use fiscal policy to 
help repair the damage wrought by mon¬ 
etary policy. 

That isn’t necessarily the way I would 
address the issue; I would argue for fixing 
monetary policy instead of spending vast 
additional sums to support a new suite of 
government entitlements. I am certainly 
sympathetic, however, to those who think 
otherwise. 

Karl W. Smith is a senior fellow at the Niskanen 
Center and founder of the blog Modeled Behavior. 
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OPINION_ 

Romney fails his 1st Senate test on Russia 


By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg Opinion 

W hen Sen. Mitt Romney, R- 
Utah, opened 2019 with a 
scathing commentary lament¬ 
ing President Donald Trump’s 
lack of moral leadership, it seemed like he 
was claiming the mantle of the late Sen. 
John McCain. 

Like McCain, Romney — for the most 
part — did not partake in the ritual fealty 
that so many of Trump’s vanquished foes 
demonstrated. Sure, he met with Trump to 
audition for secretary of state. But Rom¬ 
ney never fully bent the knee. So one might 
think Romney would have joined the 11 
other Republican senators who voted last 
week to stop the administration from lift¬ 
ing sanctions meant to squeeze Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s allies. Senate 
aides told me Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell did not try too hard to whip the 
vote, and neither did the White House. 

Yet Utah’s junior senator voted with 
the administration. His communications 
director, Liz Johnson, told me Romney 
“believes the US. should maintain strong 
sanctions on Russia for its bad behavior, 
including its interference in our elections.” 


Nonetheless, she said, “his vote was in line 
with longstanding U.S. policy and will help 
preserve our leverage to gain concessions 
from other bad actors.” 

At issue was a deal that required Rus¬ 
sian oligarch Oleg Deripaska to divest 
from three of his companies so he no lon¬ 
ger owned a m^ority stake. In exchange, 
the U.S. Treasury Department would lift 
sanctions on those companies. 

Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin 
made the case for the bargain personally 
in meetings this month with House leaders 
and Senate Republicans. Part of his argu¬ 
ment was that it was important to show that 
sanctions can be lifted when bad actors 
comply. He also promised that the deal for 
Deripaska’s divestiture required unprec¬ 
edented transparency from these compa¬ 
nies. If they violated the agreement, he 
said, there would be swift repercussions. 

That sounds good. But it’s not entirely 
clear Treasury has the capability to find out 
whether Deripaska, who has been accused 
of money-laundering, extortion and threat¬ 
ening rivals, has actually divested. Charles 
Davidson, founder of the Kleptocracy Ini¬ 
tiative, told me that Treasury can demand 
a change in ownership, but it wouldn’t nec¬ 


essarily know who controls or influences 
the newly organized companies. 

Sen. Tom Cotton, who voted against eas¬ 
ing the sanctions, was slightly more opti¬ 
mistic in an interview. The new agreement 
calls for an extraordinary level of transpar¬ 
ency and includes an auditing requirement, 
he told me. At the same time, the unprec¬ 
edented nature of the bargain means that 
Treasury lacks experience in enforcing it. 
And the deal allows Deripaska to retain a 
45 percent stake in the companies, down 
from 70 percent. “I fear Deripaska will 
likely retain operational control of those 
companies,” Cotton said. 

If he does, what can Treasury do? Rom¬ 
ney’s argument is that the punishment will 
be swift. “The senator expects the admin¬ 
istration to reimpose sanctions if these 
companies don’t comply,” Johnson said. 

That expectation is misplaced. Remem¬ 
ber that last year Trump overruled his own 
Commerce Department when it sought to 
sanction the Chinese telecom giant ZTE 
for violating the terms of an earlier settle¬ 
ment to avoid penalties for selling equip¬ 
ment to Iran and other sanctioned states. 
At the time. Trump was in the middle of 
trade negotiations with China. 


There is no evidence, for now, that this 
Deripaska deal is part of a larger rap¬ 
prochement with Russia. Some policy 
experts have endorsed it on the merits. 
That said, the optics are miserable for the 
president. Trump’s former campaign man¬ 
ager, Paul Manafort, is a former business 
associate of Deripaska, who once loaned 
Manafort $10 million. 

Democrats have already seized on this. 
In a letter to colleagues. Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer wrote he was con¬ 
cerned by the timing of the sanctions deal 
because it benefits a Putin confidante “who 
is reportedly under investigation as part of 
the Special Counsel’s investigation of the 
Russian government’s effort to interfere in 
the 2016 presidential election.” 

All of this gets back to Romney. The 
measure to close debate and repeal the 
Deripaska deal lost by only two votes. The 
senator declined to join the 11 other mem¬ 
bers of his party, a party whose 2012 presi¬ 
dential nominee memorably warned that 
Russia was America’s “No. 1 geopolitical 
foe.” That guy was onto something. I won¬ 
der what happened to him. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Eli Lake covers 
national security and foreign policy. 


Final opt-in rates for blended retirement yield more surprises 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he Department of Defense has re¬ 
leased final numbers on military 
folks, by branch of service, who 
switched into the new Blended 
Retirement System during a yearlong opt- 
in period that ran through Dec. 31. 

The lower-than-expected results defied 
forecasting tools relied on by the DOD, and 
earlier by the Military Compensation and 
Retirement Modernization Commission, to 
project budget savings from the new plan. 

Also, opt-in rate comparisons across 
service branches show the singular effec¬ 
tiveness of the Marine Corps’ approach to 
deepening member interest in the BRS, 
given that it relies more on youth and vigor, 
and therefore fewer careerists. 

A total of 84,324 active-duty Marines, 
59.4 percent of its eligible population, 
opted into the BRS. That was double the 
rate of nearly every other service. Opt-in 
numbers for the others were: Army 89,729 
(25.5 percent); Air Force 66,301 (29.1 
percent); Navy 77,351 (32.6 percent); and 
Coast Guard 5,115 (21 percent). 

The disparity held across reserve com¬ 
ponents. A total of 13,395 Marine Corps 
reservists, 39.8 percent of those eligible, 
opted into the new plan. That was more 
than three times the opt-in rate of the oth¬ 
ers: Army Reserve 17,505 (10.9 percent); 
Army National Guard 27,595 (9.2 percent); 
Air Force Reserve 6,335 (11.2 percent); 
Air National Guard 10,130 (11.3 percent); 
Navy Reserve 4,596 (11 percent); and 
Coast Guard Reserve, 579 (9.2 percent). 

Why the sharp disparity? One reason is 
the Marines Corps alone mandated that 
every member eligible for the BRS make 
a retirement plan election to either stay 
under the legacy High-3 plan or to switch 
to the BRS with its new features. 

Members in other branches faced a sim¬ 
pler choice, the one mandated by law: to 
opt into the BRS or not. No decision left the 
member under the legacy plan. 

“From the get-go our effort was to try to 
get our Marines interested in BRS, not be¬ 
cause BRS was necessarily the right fit for 
them but we wanted them to understand 
an important change was coming and they 
were going to need to make a decision to 
figure out what’s best for them,” said Col. 


Military Update 


Douglas S. Mayer, head of the manpower 
military policy branch at Headquarters 
Marine Corps. 

The law that established the BRS also re¬ 
quired that the services offer an opt-in op¬ 
portunity to any active-duty member who, 
as of Dec. 31,2017, had fewer than 12 years 
in service and any reservist or National 
Guard member with fewer than 4,320 drill 
points. The law also mandated that the ser¬ 
vices educate eligible members on full de¬ 
tails of both the new and the legacy plan. 

“Those were the only things we had 
to do. We could have left it to that,” said 
Mayer. “We just felt that, to make sure our 
Marines really took this as a significant 
change we recognized it to be, we wanted 
them to not just be left (with) an opt-in de¬ 
cision. We wanted it to be a conscious deci¬ 
sion to opt in or to remain legacy.” 

Jeri Busch, director for military compen¬ 
sation in the Office of the Under Secretary 
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, 
said neither the department nor any ser¬ 
vice took “an official position on whether 
any member eligible to opt in, should or 
should not do that. Our position was just to 
make sure they were fully informed, fully 
educated and had all the tools, resources 
and information at their disposal to make 
this highly personal decision.” 

No service, including the Marine Corps, 
had set a target for the number of members 
who should opt into the BRS. Whether it’s 
the right choice depends on individual cir¬ 
cumstance and personal career goals and 
opportunities. 

More than 1.6 million members received 
BRS training. They also had access to fi¬ 
nancial counselors and to an online calcula¬ 
tor to compare plan values, using whatever 
assumptions that members plugged in. A 
social media platform set up for the BRS- 
eligible population won recognition as the 
best in government. 

“So, from that perspective we think 
we were very, very successful and we 
achieved our goal,” Busch said of the BRS 
implementation plan. 

The plan lops 20 percent off of lifetime 
annuities for those who serve full careers. 


But it also provides new compensating 
features including government matching 
of members’ Thrift Saving Plan contribu¬ 
tions so that the m^ority of members who 
leave short of 20 years have larger nest 
eggs to take with them. 

The primary intent of the BRS, said 
Busch, wasn’t to save money but to ensure 
members “would be vested in (and) receive 
government-provided retirement benefits 
whether or not they served the full tradi¬ 
tional 20-year career.” 

On average, only 19 percent of the ac¬ 
tive-duty force and 14 percent of reserve 
component personnel serve 20 years to 
quality for a lifetime annuity. Yet when 
BRS “is fully implemented,” Busch said, 
85 percent will leave “with a government 
retirement benefit of some sort,” referring 
to the enhanced TSP. 

Given force turnover rates, did too many 
members “leave money on the table” by not 
opting for the BRS? Should every branch 
have forced members to choose between 
the two plans? Would that have forced more 
of them to study plan details, and perhaps 
not allow dismissive remarks on the BRS 
by older hands, or even their own inertia, 
to leave them under the legacy plan? 

Busch said she believes the sharply 
higher opt-in rates for Marines are “more 
attributable to the leadership culture of 
the Marine Corps — a very hands-on ap¬ 
proach to BRS,” from senior officers “all 
the way down to the deck plate” — than to 
the Corps mandate that members select a 
retirement plan. 

In designing BRS and in estimating its 
impact on retirement spending, the DOD 
and the Retirement Modernization Com¬ 
mission relied on Rand Corp.’s Dynamic 
Retention Model, computer software de¬ 
signed to predict retention decision behav¬ 
ior. It’s been effective for years predicting 
retention rates of personnel offered bonus¬ 
es or other cash incentives. 

It didn’t work well, however, in predicting 
how many current servicemembers would 
switch to the BRS. Actual opt-in rates were 
a third of what was forecast. Busch said it 
“was the best tool available at the time to 
try to predict the BRS opt-in behavior. But 
we do acknowledge that the model was spe¬ 
cifically designed for retention decisions, 
not for this kind of behavior.” 

Rand economists James Hosek and Beth 


Asch, experts on the retention software, 
acknowledged that in predicting BRS opt- 
in rates, their models forecast rates “con¬ 
siderably higher than achieved,” Hosek 
said. 

“One of the challenges with compensa¬ 
tion policy in general is when you make 
radical changes, or even small changes, 
you have no experience on which to base 
projections on. And the more substantive 
the changes are, the more difficult it is to 
make those kinds of projections,” Asch 
said. 

“To make predictions on who would opt 
in was a bit more challenging” than fore¬ 
casting retention behavior, Hosek said. It 
required “additional data we didn’t have,” 
he said. For example, though members got 
an education on the BRS from their ser¬ 
vice, Rand had no data on the willingness 
of members to change retirement plans, 
particularly to a plan with features they 
don’t know as well. 

“Had there been more time and interest, 
it would have been interesting to do more 
focus groups and surveys of servicemem¬ 
bers and ... even experiments regarding 
different [ways] for educating servicemem¬ 
bers about their opportunities,” he said. 

It’s important to differentiate opt-in 
results from the question of whether in¬ 
dividuals made the right decision, Hosek 
said. It could be “the models were just off 
the mark and servicemembers had infor¬ 
mation at their disposal that we analysts 
didn’t have, and they made the right choice 
for themselves and their families. 

“On the other hand,” he added, “other 
possibilities exist. Perhaps they didn’t fully 
realize the importance of savings now, of 
compounded returns, of having assets they 
could move even if they left service early.” 

Though the opt-in period is closed for 
most BRS-eligible members, some qualify 
for extensions of time. They include mem¬ 
bers with a date of entry on or before Dec. 
31, 2017, who are still cadets or midship¬ 
men, or who did not have at least 30 days 
in 2018 to make an opt-in decision after ini¬ 
tial entry training. Also, some will be given 
more time because of family hardship or 
special circumstances. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; or Twitter; @Military_Update. 
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Death toll rises in Mexican gas pipeline fire 



Claudio Cruz/AP 


Forensic experts work in the area of an oil pipeline explosion in TIahuelilpan in Hidalgo state, Mexico, on 
Saturday. 


By Mark Stevenson 
Associated Press 

TLAHUELILPAN, Mexico 
— They were warned to stay away 
from the geyser of gasoline gush¬ 
ing from the illegally tapped pipe- 
hne in central Mexico, but Gerardo 
Perez said he and his son joined 
others in bypassing the soldiers. 
As they neared the spurting fuel 
he was overcome with foreboding. 

Perez recalled telling his son, 
“Let’s go ... this thing is going to 
explode.” 

And it did, with a fireball that 
engulfed locals scooping up the 
spilling gasoline and underscored 
the dangers of an epidemic of fuel 
theft from pipelines that Mexico’s 
new president has vowed to fight. 

By Sunday morning the death 
toll from Friday’s blaze had risen 
to 79, with another 81 hospitalized 
in serious condition, according to 
federal Health Minister Jorge Al- 
cocer. Dozens more were missing. 

Perez and his son escaped the 
flames. On Saturday, he returned 
to the scorched field in the town 
of TIahuelilpan in Hidalgo state 
to look for missing friends. It was 
a fruitless task. Only a handful of 
the remains still had skin. Doz¬ 
ens were burned to the bone or to 
ash when the gusher of gasoline 
exploded. 

Just a few feet from where the 
pipeline passed through an alfalfa 


field, the dead seem to have fallen 
in heaps, perhaps as they stumbled 
over each other or tried to help one 
another as the geyser of gasoline 
turned to flames. 

Several of the deceased lay on 
their backs, their arms stretched 
out in agony. Some seemed to have 
covered their chests in a last at¬ 


tempt to protect themselves from 
the blast. A few corpses seemed to 
embrace each other in death. 

Lost shoes were scattered 
around a space the size of a soc¬ 
cer field. Closer to the explosion, 
forensic workers marked mounds 
of ash with numbers. 

On Friday, hundreds of people 


had gathered in an almost festive 
atmosphere in a field where the 
duct had been perforated by fuel 
thieves and gasoline spewed 20 
feet into the air. 

State oil company Petroleos 
Mexicanos, or Pemex, said the 
pipehne, which supplies much 
of central Mexico with fuel, had 


just reopened after being shut 
since Dec. 23 and that it had been 
breached 10 times over three 
months. 

The tragedy came just three 
weeks after President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador launched 
an offensive against fuel theft 
gangs that drilled dangerous, il¬ 
legal taps into pipelines an as¬ 
tounding 12,581 times in the first 
10 months of 2018, an average of 
about 42 per day. 

The crackdown has led to wide¬ 
spread fuel shortages at gas sta¬ 
tions throughout the country as 
Pemex deviates distribution, both 
licit and illicit. 

Lopez Obrador vowed on Satur¬ 
day to continue the fight against a 
practice that steals about $3 billion 
per year in fuel. 

He said the attorney general’s 
office will investigate whether the 
explosion was intentional—caused 
by an individual or group — or 
whether the fireball occurred due 
to the inherent risk of clandestine 
fuel extraction. 

He called on townspeople to give 
testimony not only about Friday’s 
events in Hidalgo but about the 
entire black-market chain of fuel 
theft. 

Lopez Obrador launched the of¬ 
fensive against illegal taps soon 
after taking office Dec. 1, deploy¬ 
ing 3,200 marines to guard pipe¬ 
lines and refineries. 


Congo’s court upholds election victory 


By Saleh Mwanamilongo 
Associated Press 

KINSHASA, Congo — Congo’s 
residents headed to church Sun¬ 
day and the capital was calm 
after the Constitutional Court 
confirmed the presidential vic¬ 
tory of Felix Tshisekedi and run¬ 
ner-up Martin Fayulu called for 
nonviolent protests against the 
ruling. 



Jerome Delay/AP 


Congolese opposition candidate Martin Fayulu, shown speaking 
at his headquarters in Kinshasa, Congo, on Jan. 10, has called for 
nonviolent protests after a court upheld his election loss. 


Minister says UK ‘unlikely’ 
to leave EU as scheduled 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 


Tshisekedi said early Sunday 
that the court’s decision to reject 
claims of electoral fraud and de¬ 
clare him president was a victory 
for the entire country. 

“It is Congo that won,” said 
Tshisekedi, speaking to his sup¬ 
porters after the court decision. 
“It is not the victory of one camp 
against another. I am engaged 
in a campaign to reconcile all 
Congolese. 

“... The Congo that we are going 
to form will not be a Congo of di¬ 
vision, hatred or tribalism. It will 
be a reconciled Congo, a strong 
Congo that will be focused on de¬ 
velopment, peace and security.” 

Supporters of his UDPS party 
celebrated the victory into the 
early morning hours, parading 
through the capital’s streets. 

But Fayulu’s declaration that 
he is Congo’s “only legitimate 
president” and call for the Congo¬ 
lese people to peacefully protest 
against what he called a “consti¬ 
tutional coup d’etat” threatened 
to keep the country in a political 
crisis that has been simmering 
since the Dec. 30 elections. 

Fayulu’s court challenge al¬ 
leged an extraordinary back¬ 


room deal by outgoing President 
Joseph Kabila to rig the vote in 
favor of Tshisekedi. 

“It’s a secret for no one inside 
or outside of our country that you 
have elected me president,” with 
60 percent of the votes, Fayulu 
said in his statement. “I now con¬ 
sider myself the only legitimate 
president of the DRC.” 

Fayulu urged Congolese to take 
to the streets to peacefully pro¬ 
test. Neither Congolese nor the 
international community should 
recognize Tshisekedi, nor obey 
him, Fayulu added. 

Congo’s government on Sun¬ 
day called Fayulu’s statements 
“irresponsible.” 

“We consider it an irrespon¬ 
sible statement that is highly po¬ 


litically immature,” government 
spokesman Lambert Mende told 
The Associated Press on Sunday. 
“I do not think he has understood 
the issues that are happening 
at the regional level and at the 
global level with the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and that’s a 
shame.” 

The largely untested Tshiseke¬ 
di, son of the late, charismatic op¬ 
position leader Etienne, is set to 
be inaugurated on Jan. 22. 

The government is expected to 
resign in the coming days, and the 
new National Assembly will be 
installed on Jan. 26 with a small 
group of members who will then 
validate the 500 deputies, the ma¬ 
jority of whom belong to Kabila’s 
Common Front for Congo party. 


LONDON — A senior British 
opposition politician said Sun¬ 
day that it’s unlikely the U.K. 
will leave the European Union 
as scheduled on March 29, while 
a government minister warned 
that failure to deliver on Brexit 
would betray voters and unleash 
a “political tsunami.” 

The Brexit process has been 
deadlocked since Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s divorce deal with 
the EU was rejected by Parlia¬ 
ment last week. Some lawmakers 
are pushing for the U.K. to delay 
its departure until politicians can 
agree on a way forward. 

Labour Party Brexit spokes¬ 
man Keir Starmer said “it’s inevi¬ 
table” Britain will have to ask the 
EU to extend the two-year Brexit 
countdown that ends on March 
29. 

“The 29th of March is 68 days 
away,” Starmer told the BBC. “We 
are absolutely not prepared for it. 
It would be catastrophic.” 

Britain’s political impasse over 
Brexit is fueling concerns that the 
country may crash out of the EU 
on March 29 with no agreement 
in place to cushion the shock. 
That could see tariffs imposed 
on goods moving between Britain 
and the EU, sparking gridlock at 
ports and shortages of essential 
supplies. Many economists expect 
Britain to plunge into recession if 
there is a “no-deal” Brexit. 

May’s government is split be¬ 


tween ministers who think a “no¬ 
deal” Brexit must be avoided at 
all casts and Brexit-backers who 
believe it would be preferable to 
delaying or reversing Brexit. 

Former Brexit secretary Domi¬ 
nic Raab, who quit the government 
in opposition to May’s agreement 
with the EU, said a no-deal Brexit 
would have “short-term risks,” 
but they would be “manageable.” 

International Trade Secretary 
Liam Fox wrote in the Sunday 
Telegraph that “failure to deliver 
Brexit would produce a yawn¬ 
ing gap between Parliament and 
the people, a schism in our po¬ 
litical system with unknowable 
consequences.” 

May has spent the last few days 
meeting government and opposi¬ 
tion lawmakers and is due to re¬ 
port to Parliament on Monday on 
how she plans to alter the reject¬ 
ed deal. The talks have produced 
few signs that May plans to make 
radical changes. 

Lawmakers who want a softer 
Brexit are preparing to try to 
amend May’s plans in a Jan. 29 
debate and to use parliamentary 
rules to try to prevent a “no-deal” 
Brexit and take control of the exit 
process. 

Speaking on the BBC, Fox 
said that “Parliament has not 
got the right to hijack the Brexit 
process.” 

But Starmer said there was a 
roadblock in the way of a solu¬ 
tion to the Brexit crisis, “and that 
roadblock is the prime minister.” 
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Troopers seize 1,000 
Xanax pills at home 


ly p OMAHA — The Ne- 
b braska State Patrol said 
about 1,000 illegally held anti¬ 
anxiety pills were seized from an 
Omaha home. 

The patrol said the Xanax pills 
were found Thursday after inves¬ 
tigators served a search warrant 
at the southwestern Omaha home. 

A 21-year-old resident was ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of possessing 
a controlled substance with intent 
to distribute. 


Official: Boy wrongly 
punished for fake bills 

^ A MCDONOUGH — A 
school superintendent 
in Georgia said a boy who tried to 
buy lunch with a counterfeit $20 
bill appears to have been unaware 
the bill was fake and should not 
have been punished. 

Christian Philon, 12, said ad¬ 
ministrators at Austin Road Mid¬ 
dle School in metro Atlanta gave 
him 10 days of in-school suspen¬ 
sion after a lunch room cashier 
discovered his lunch money was 
fake. The boy and his parents said 
he was given the bogus bill by his 
father, and both of them thought 
it was real. 

Superintendent Mary Eliza¬ 
beth Davis reviewed the find¬ 
ings and decided the punishment 
wasn’t warranted. Henry County 
Schools said in a statement Fri¬ 
day the boy has returned to class. 

Nazi-themed dance 
invitation ‘offensive’ 


||i||y MINNEAPOLIS—Of- 
I w 1 ficials at a Minnesota 
high school wrote to parents after 
two students were pictured in a 
social media post doing a Nazi sa¬ 
lute and holding a sign with refer¬ 
ences to Adolf Hitler. 

Jeff Erikson, principal at sub¬ 
urban Minnetonka High School, 
called the post “deeply offensive” 
in his note to parents. 

The Star Tribune reported the 
photo on a private Instagram 
account showed a teenage girl 
and boy doing the salute as they 
held an apparent invitation to the 
school’s annual Valentine’s Day 
dance called Sweethearts. 

The newspaper reported the 
poster read: “Sweethearts would 
be a Hit(ler) w/you, and I could 
Nazi myself going w/anybody 
else. Be Mein? Yes or Nein.” 

Lamb stolen from 
Big Island shelter 

m KAILUA-KONA — A 
lamb named Loa was 
stolen from a Big Island animal 
shelter and another sheep injured 
in the theft had to be euthanized, 
officials said. 

Hawaii Island Humane Soci¬ 
ety staff discovered the months- 
old lamb was missing from the 
Waimea shelter Jan. 14, West Ha¬ 
waii Today reported. 

Someone likely jumped over 
the entrance gate, the organiza¬ 
tion said. Staff members found 
a broken inner fence leading to 
the shelter’s pasture, which was 
home to the male lamb, two goats 
and three other sheep. 


THE CENSUS 


The number of packages that authorities in Louisville, Ky., say never reached their intended recipients 

were found in the home of a UPS driver. An arrest citation said Louisville Metro police believe Jon Keen, 
38, stole the packages and resold some. Keen was arrested Jan. 9 after a search of his home in which police 
said they also discovered marijuana, Xanax and a drug that appeared to be MDMA. Another arrest report 
said detectives later found an undelivered package of luxury perfumes and colognes worth nearly $1,700. 




Anthony Souffle, (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 


The iceman cometh 

Site manager Tim Bauman wears crampons Friday as he climbs atop an ice fountain to adjust the nozzles while guests tour the Ice Castle in 
Excelsior, Minn. Hundreds of thousands of icicles are hand-placed by professional ice artists. The castles include LED-lit sculptures, frozen 
thrones, ice-carved tunnels, slides, fountains and more. 


Commission considers Vandalism at museum 

historical race betting costs nearly $2IVI 


ly p GRAND ISLAND — A 
b commission will con¬ 
sider approving a racetrack’s 
request to allow wagering on his¬ 
torical horse races, even as the 
state attorney general challenges 
its legality. 

The Nebraska Racing Com¬ 
mission last week revisited a re¬ 
quest from Fonner Park in Grand 
Island to allow historical horse 
racing, which allows gamblers to 
bet on previously run races, with 
the identities of horses and riders 
changed. The five-member com¬ 
mission originally approved the 
request in October, but it rescind¬ 
ed that decision Wednesday fol¬ 
lowing concerns from Nebraska 
Attorney General Doug Peterson. 

Peterson said the commis¬ 
sion’s original decision was made 
during a meeting that violated 
open-meeting rules. He said the 
commission also doesn’t have the 
legal authority to approve the bet¬ 
ting machines because it’s a new 
form of gambling. 


DENVER — An official 
told police the Denver 
Art Museum sustained nearly 
$2 million in losses when a van¬ 
dal shattered glass and damaged 
other artwork last month. 

The Denver Post reported po¬ 
lice arrested Jake Siebenlist, 18, 
on suspicion of felony criminal 
mischief in the amount of $1 mil¬ 
lion or more following the van¬ 
dalism spree at the museum in 
downtown Denver on Dec. 9. 

Siebenlist is scheduled to be ar¬ 
raigned in March. 

Officials declare 
measles emergency 

A VANCOUVER —Coun- 
wWF\ ty officials declared a 
public health emergency in re¬ 
sponse to a measles outbreak in 
southwestern Washington. 

Clark County Council Chair 
Eileen Quiring made the declara¬ 
tion Friday afternoon to ensure 
the county’s public health office 


has adequate resources from 
outside the region if necessary 
to continue its response. Officials 
will keep providing daily updates 
on its measles investigation web¬ 
page. 

Officials said the number of 
confirmed measles cases had in¬ 
creased to 19, with seven more 
cases suspected. The confirmed 
cases include 15 children under 
the age of 10, three people be¬ 
tween 10 and 18 and one older 
adult. 

Officials said 16 were not im¬ 
munized against the disease. 

New York City giving 
grades for food carts 

YORK — New 
1 York City’s iconic food 
carts are starting to get health 
department letter grades, giving 
on-the-go workers and tourists 
alike a quick reference for clean¬ 
liness and safety. 

The city’s Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene hand¬ 
ed out the first batch of grades on 
Friday to about two dozen of the 
city’s more than 5,000 food carts 


and trucks. 

They’re the same style placards 
that have been commonplace at 
restaurants, coffee shops and 
other establishments around the 
Big Apple for about a decade. 

The city has always inspected 
food carts and flagged violations. 
The new report cards are the re¬ 
sult of a law passed last June. 

Bar offers reward for 
its stolen party bus 

n A BETHLEHEM — A 
Pennsylvania bar is of¬ 
fering a $2,500 reward to get back 
its stolen party bus. 

Bethlehem police said the own¬ 
ers of the Revel Social Lounge 
and Restaurant reported the 
black mini bus stolen from its 
parking lot on Jan. 10. 

Police said the bus can hold 15 
passengers, and it has been outfit¬ 
ted with DVDs and lasers among 
other features. 

Anyone with information on 
the theft is asked to call the 
restaurant. 

From wire reports 
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Amy Harris, Invision/AP 


PJ Morton is set to perform at next month’s Super Bowl halftime show as a member of Maroon 5, and a week later he’ll attend the 
Grammy Awards, where he’s nominated for four awards, including three for his work as an R&B singer. 

Q&A: MAROON 5^S PJ MORTON 


'I'm just super-grateful’ 


By Mesfin Fekadu 

Associated Press 

Morton is propping for the 
biggest week of his life: He’s 
set to perform at next month’s 
Super Bowl halftime show as a 
member of Maroon 5, and seven days later, 
he’ll attend the Grammy Awards, where he’s 
nominated for four honors — including three 
for his work as an R&B singer. 

“You work hard and you hope for the best. 
But none of this is promised or guaranteed, 
so I just celebrate every victory,” he said. 
“I’m just super-grateful.” 

The happiest time of his life has one dark 
cloud hanging above it: Controversy has sur¬ 
rounded the halftime show since NFL player 
Colin Kaepernick said he would not stand for 
the national anthem in protest of racial dis¬ 
crimination against blacks in the U.S. 

Morton, 37, admits he has mixed feelings 
about performing at the halftime show on 
Feb. 3 in Atlanta. 

“This is definitely a controversial year, but 
it’s something I’ve wanted to do my whole 
life. As a musician, it’s the biggest stage you 
could ever play,” he said. 

“Our job as musicians is to provide a ser¬ 
vice and make people feel good, and I think 
that’s going to be our mission—just to have a 
good time and do what we do,” he added. “I’m 
excited to play on that stage, man. I watched 
halftime shows my whole life. I want to be 
there.” 

The Adam Levine-led Maroon 5 will be 
joined at the Super Bowl by Travis Scott and 
Big Boi of Outkast. 

Morton joined Maroon 5 as a touring mem¬ 
ber in 2010 and became an official member 
— the band’s keyboardist — in 2012. The 
group’s No. 1 hit, “Girls Like You” with Cardi 
B, is nominated for best pop duo/group per¬ 
formance at the Grammys. Morton picked 


up three more nominations: best R&B album 
(“Gumbo Unplugged Live”), best R&B per¬ 
formance (“First Began”) and best tradition¬ 
al R&B performance (“How Deep Is Your 
Love”). 

“I had two (nominations) last year and 
expected less this year if I’m being totally 
honest,” he said. “To get three went past my 
expectations and made me feel like I was in 
the right place and doing what I’m supposed 
to be doing musically.” 

In an interview with The Associated Press 
on Jan. 16, Morton talked about the halftime 
show and the Grammys, which airs Feb. 10. 
The responses have been edited for space. 

AP: Is the controversy around the half¬ 
time show spoiling what most would con¬ 
sider a big career moment for you? 

Morton: It definitely did at first. It spoiled 
it for me because you just want to be happy 
and excited to play, and some of the negativ¬ 
ity definitely made it not as fun initially. But 
I think now that we’ve taken some time and 
figured out who we were in this and where 
we stand in this, now I’m starting to get excit¬ 
ed about it. But yeah, it definitely was a little 
spoiling in the beginning. 

Did part of you not want to agree to 
perform? 

There was conflict for sure. There was con¬ 
flict just because of all the rhetoric and all 
that I’ve seen around it. I guess I had to come 
to the conclusion that you can be employed 
by a corporation and still support the things 
that are being fought against. I can clearly 
say I am against police brutality against 
black and brown people at a higher rate, and 
I am for peacefully protesting. I stand for 
those things strongly, but I also think there 
are people who are employed by the NFL, 
who play football every week and support 
what Kap stands for and those two things as 
well. I think we can perform for the NFL and 


the players can play for the NFL and we can 
support Kap at the same time. 

If PJ Morton, the solo singer, was of¬ 
fered to perform at the Super Bowl, would 
you be performing? 

I’m not sure. I’m not sure. I thought that 
it was so clear and black and white, until I 
just went through this with the band, and saw 
all the layers, and saw all the things that are 
at play at one time. So, it’s not just black and 
white like that. Like everything, I would deal 
with it case by case. We didn’t take it lightly 
even dealing with this. 

Your album, “Gumbo,” was nominated 
last year, and this year its live version is 
in contention. Why do you think this album 
has had so many legs? 

It means a lot to me, more than any other 
project that I’ve done before. It took me leav¬ 
ing California, moving back home to New Or¬ 
leans to kind of quit music and take a break 
from music because I was burnt out and didn’t 
see a way forward in music anymore for me 
as far as my solo stuff is concerned. So, for 
me to go back home and really fall back in 
love with music and decide, ‘You know what? 
I’m going to make one more record and I’m 
just going to make this one for myself I’m not 
going to be strategic about if it sells or make 
things that fit the radio, I’m just going to do 
this for myself’ 

And for me being as transparent as I’ve 
ever been musically, for that to be the record 
that’s had the longest life and has been the 
most gracious to my career, it’s just the ulti¬ 
mate (yes) for me. It’s just the ultimate pat on 
my back for remaining who I am. 

Do you think you’ll stay in Maroon 5 
long-term? 

Oh yeah, I’m there for the long haul. Like 
I said, almost nine years in. We’re going to 
ride it out. 



Netflix plans 
to keep scene 
in ‘Bird Box’ 
despite outcry 

Associated Press 

Netflix’s post-apocalyptic sur¬ 
vival film “Bird Box” is drawing 
criticism for using footage of a 
real fiery train disaster, but the 
streaming giant has no plans to 
remove it. 

The footage concerns a 2013 
tragedy in the Quebec town of 
Lac-Megantic when an unattend¬ 
ed train carrying crude oil rolled 
down an incline, came off the 
tracks and exploded into a mas¬ 
sive ball of fire, killing 47 people. 

Netflix licensed the footage of 
the disaster from the stock image 
vendor Pond 5 and used it in 
“Bird Box” in an early TV news 
montage to set up its horrific 
premise. The Sandra Bullock-led 
thriller is about monstrous enti¬ 
ties that compel any human who 
sees them to quickly try to kill 
themselves. To survive, they don 
blindfolds. 

A Netflix spokesman told the 
AP on Jan. 17 that it wasn’t plan¬ 
ning to cut the footage from “Bird 
Box,” saying, “We will keep the 
clip in the movie.” He acknowl¬ 
edged that Netflix will be looking 
at ways to do things differently 
moving forward. 

The mayor of Lac-Megantic, 
Julie Morin, has decried the use 
of the footage in an interview 
with The Canadian Press, calling 
it “a lack of respect.” 

The Lac-Megantic mayor and a 
Netflix representative talked Jan. 
17, and Morin said the conversa¬ 
tion was productive. 

“They’ve committed to reflect¬ 
ing with their partners on the use 
of these images so that the situa¬ 
tion does not repeat itself. We also 
felt they were sensitive to our citi¬ 
zens’ recovery. I’m satisfied with 
this exchange,” Morin said in a 
statement. 



Netflix/AP 


Sandra Bullock appears in a 
scene from the film “Bird Box.” 

Cardi B, Musgraves 
to perform at Grammys 

Album of the year nominees 
Cardi B, Kacey Musgraves, 
Janelle Monae and Post Malone 
will perform at next month’s 
Grammy Awards. 

The Recording Academy an¬ 
nounced Jan. 17 that Shawn 
Mendes, Camila Cabello and Dan 
+ Shay also will take the stage at 
the Feb. 10 event. The Grammys 
will air live on CBS from the Sta¬ 
ples Center in Los Angeles. 
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Change to let grocers sell 
stronger beer is spreading 


By Tim Talley 
Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Beer 
snobs are raising their mugs to a 
stronger brew in three states that 
once forbade grocers from selling 
anything but low-alcohol brands, 
and the changes could indirectly 
chill the industry in two others 
where such regulations remain. 

Until October, Oklahoma gro¬ 
cery and convenience stores could 
stock beer with only up to 3.2 per¬ 
cent alcohol content — consider¬ 
ably lower than even leading light 
beer brands. Liquor stores were 
able to sell stronger 8.99 percent 
beer but were prohibited from 
selling cold beer of any strength. 

Voter-approved changes now 
allow stronger ales to be sold in 
Oklahoma grocery and conve¬ 
nience stores. And many of the 
changes are being adopted this 
year in the adjoining states of 
Colorado and Kansas. 

The beer revolution will leave 
just two states — Utah and Min¬ 
nesota — where only 3.2 percent 
beer may be sold in grocery and 
convenience stores. 

Beer industry observers say 
how lawmakers in those states 
react to the changes could de¬ 
termine whether the future of 
low-point beer in the US is as flat 
as a week-old lager. Half of the 
nation’s 3.2 beer market was in 
Oklahoma and an additional 20 
percent was in Colorado. 

“It is a dramatic drop,” said 
Brett Robinson, president of Beer 
Distributors of Oklahoma, which 
represents some beer distribu¬ 
tors in the state. “In Oklahoma 


now, beer is just beer. There is no 
more definition or classification.” 

Oklahoma was the first of the 
nation’s five 3.2-beer states to 
make the switch. That’s ironic 
considering alcohol was illegal 
until voters repealed statewide 
prohibition in 1959 — 26 years 
after Prohibition was repealed 
nationally. 

“It was a long time coming,” 
said Lisette Barnes, president of 
the Oklahoma Beer Alliance, a 
beer industry trade association. 
“It’s refreshing. I think over¬ 
whelmingly people are excited 
about it. 

“It’s been a good thing for both 
industry and consumers.” 

As the market for “baby beer” 
continues to shrink, brewers must 
decide whether it’s profitable to 
continue to make it — a decision 
that could cause low-point beer 
supplies to dry up in Utah and 
Minnesota. 

Anheuser-Busch, the world’s 
largest beer producer, said it will 
work to meet the needs of con¬ 
sumers in 3.2 percent beer states 
even amid declining demand. 

“While we will continue to pro¬ 
duce 3.2 percent beer, regulatory 
and legislative changes in Okla¬ 
homa, Colorado and Kansas that 
affect demand for 3.2 percent 
beer will impact our national pro¬ 
duction,” the company said in a 
statement in December. 

But some brewers are already 
cutting back on their 3.2 percent 
beer production. 

Oklahoma City-based craft 
brewer COOP Ale Works, which 
distributes in six states, includ¬ 
ing Oklahoma and Kansas, has 


discontinued two of its three 3.2 
percent brews. 

“The only reason we produced 
those other two beers was to have 
beer in grocery and convenience 
stores,” said Sean Mossman, di¬ 
rector of sales and marketing for 
COOP. “Now that we can sell our 
more popular styles in the gro¬ 
cery stores, we just don’t see any 
need to continue manufacturing 
those beers.” 

And selling COOP’s flagship 
beers in grocery stores “has been 
a boon for us,” Mossman said. He 
said the brewer’s business has in¬ 
creased 50 percent in the months 
since Oklahoma grocers began 
stocking its stronger beers. 

New regulations go into effect 
in Kansas in April, when grocery 
and convenience stores can start 
selling beer with an alcoholic 
content of 6 percent. 

“Overall, we’re very happy 
about the death of 3.2 beer,” 
Mossman said. “The death of 3.2 
beer is good for us.” 

Dwindling supplies of low-point 
brew is something state regula¬ 
tors have considered. 

“That’s the question we’ve been 
facing for a couple of years,” said 
Terry Wood, director of commu¬ 
nications for Utah’s Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
“Business decisions may be made 
that make it just a financial choice 
for the breweries to stop produc¬ 
ing 3.2 beer.” 

Former Minnesota state Rep. 
Jenifer Loon, who authored legis¬ 
lation that repealed a longstand¬ 
ing ban on Sunday liquor sales 
in 2017, said regulatory changes 
in other states will likely force 



Darby Rose works on the packaging line at COOP Ale Works in 


Okiahoma City on Friday. 

Minnesota lawmakers to consid¬ 
er allowing full-strength beer in 
grocery and convenience stores. 

“The market’s probably going 
to control this. Within the fore¬ 
seeable future, there probably 
will have to be a change,” Loon 
said. 

Grocers have expressed sup¬ 
port for selling strong beer in 
the past, but any effort to expand 
beer sales will probably be met 
with stiff opposition, she said. 

“It’s been very difficult to kind 
of drag our liquor laws into the 
21st century,” Loon said. 

For now, low-point beer will 
continue to be produced by the 
New Belgium Brewing Co., a 
craft brewery based in Fort Col¬ 
lins, Colo., spokesman Bryan 
Simpson said. Production of 3.2 
percent comprises just one-half of 
1 percent of the brewery’s overall 
production, and the company will 
shop it exclusively to Utah, Simp¬ 
son said. 

“It makes sense for us to do it 
because we want to have a pres¬ 
ence there,” Simpson said. 

He said the company’s brewer¬ 
ies are already set up to produce 
low-point beer and “there’s really 
no sense to hit the brakes.” 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 21).$1.1695 

Dollar buys (Jan. 21).€0.8551 

British pound (Jan. 21).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Jan. 21).106.00 

$outh Korean won (Jan. 21).1,093.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3771 

British pound.$1.2872 

Canada (Dollar).1.3272 

China (Yuan) 6 7787 

Denmark (Krone).6.5658 

Egypt (Pound).17.8923 

Euro.$1.1370/0.8795 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8434 

Hungary (Forint).279.45 

Israel ($hekel).3.6881 

Japan (Yen).109.79 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3033 

Norway (Krone).8.5599 

Philippines (Peso).52.63 

Poland (Zloty) 3 77 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7512 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3580 

South Korea (Won).1,125.43 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9952 

Thailand (Baht).31.75 

Turkey (Lira).5.3255 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.35 

30-year bond.3.09 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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IT’S HKRP To 1WKG1NE \ 
K T1WE WHEN PEOPLE 
LliLE ME TO ORlNIi 
OUT OF SEPNRNTE 
DRINWNG 
FOUNTWNS.- 


ACTUMLY, IT'S GETTING- \ , / SOCIETIES DO Euscne Sheffcr Crossword 

HMIDTOIMNOINETHE '' U SHIFT FROIA ° _ 





ACROSS 

I Put two and 
two together? 

4 Recede 
7 Crib cry 

II Weaving frame 

13 Standard 

14 Author Hunter 

15 Falco of “The 
Sopranos” 

16 “The Greatest” 

17 Donate 

18 Line dance 
20 Wife of Jacob 
22 Moreover 

24 Like bell-bottoms 
28 Fragrant flower 

32 Ouzo flavor 

33 Sparkling 
Italian wine 

34 Nile biter 

36 Complain 

37 Daily trio 
39 Flying horse 
41 Soup grain 
43—of 1812 
44 Victor’s cry 
46 Small boat 
50 TV clown 
53 Tool set 

55 Traditional tales 

56 Ms. Brockovich 

57 Scratch (out) 

58 List-ending abbr. 

59 Lights-out tune 

60 Gender 

61 Hill dweller 

1-21 


DOWN 

1 Mr. Guinness 

2 Nitwit 

3 Slay 

4 Ecol. watchdog 

5 Event for 
Cinderella 

6 Fleeting 

7 The Duchess 
of Sussex who 
once starred 

in “Suits” 

8 Bird (Pref.) 

9 Dallas hoopster, 
briefly 

10 Chemical suffix 
12 Multi-state 

lottery with a 
huge jackpot 
19 Blackbird 
21 In the style of 
23 “CSI” evidence 


25 Ocho —, 
Jamaica 

26 Isaac’s eldest 

27 Cozy rooms 

28 Doorframe piece 

29 Cruising 

30 Flag feature 

31 Mentalist’s gift 
35 Church seat 
38 Stitch 

40 Helium, for one 
42 Oxen harnesses 
45 Goddess of 
victory 

47 Tiny bit 

48 Drescher or 
Tarkenton 

49 Fedora fabric 

50 Wager 

51 Man-mouse link 

52 Energy 

54-Mex cuisine 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 



We qWarJ tkifi for ^our 
trillianti refiear<jK ivu tke 
matkematififi. and pkyfiwfi 
of fantjy rope tridkfi. 


NOea LARIAT 


ZRJB JOCUCGM QVBBQD 

MCGYHM OVWRB LCG RDJU 

EUCO KDCKQD ZRC JUD 

YDMBQVYW TCOEVQL? 

TGHHQD TJQQM. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: APPARENTLY EM 
LOOKING AT ONLY ONE FISH SWIMMING IN 
THAT POND. IT’S TWO SIDES OF THE SAME KOI. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals M 
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• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 i Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


^H&R BLOCKS 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

i&a 1 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Saturday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed TE 
Gabe Holmes to a reserve-future con¬ 
tract. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Re-signed 
S Jarrod Wilson to a three-year contract. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Named 
Nate Kaczor special teams coordinator. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled C Sam 
Carrickfrom San Diego (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed F Miles 
Wood on injured reserve, retroactive to 
Jan. 14. Assigned Fs Kevin Rooney and 
Blake Pietila; D Egor Yakovlev and G 
Mackenzie Blackwood to Binghamton 
(AHL). Recalled Fs Kurtis Gabriel from 
Binghamton. Activated G Cory Sch¬ 
neider off injured reserve. Recalled and 
assigned F Nathan Bastian from and to 
Binghamton (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 
NEW YORK CITY FC - Acquired M Ke¬ 
aton Parks on loan from Benfica for the 
2019 season. 


GEORGIA — Named Charlton Warren 
defensive backs coach. 

NEW MEXICO - Named Joe Dailey of¬ 
fensive coordinator. 

PRINCETON - Suspended men’s se¬ 
nior basketball G Devin Cannady after 
being arrested following a confrontation 
at a convenience store. 

TENNESSEE - Named Tee Martin as¬ 
sistant football coach. 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Sacred Heart 3, Air Force 1 
Canisius 6, Robert Morris 4 
Niagara 5, Mercyhurst 4 
Bentley 5, RIT2 

American International 3, Holy Cross 


Ohio St. 6, Penn St. 4 
RPI vs. Union at Albany, N.Y., ppd. 
Cornell 5, Dartmouth 1 
Clarkson 4, Brown 0 
Harvard 2, Colgate 1 
Quinnipiac 4, Boston U. 3 
Yale 3, St. Lawrence 2 
Boston College 4, Providence 1 
Northeastern 2, UMass 1, OT 
UMass Lowell 2, Vermont 0 
SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 6, Alaska Anchorage 3 

MIDWEST 

Michigan St. 5, Minnesota 3 
Minn.-Duluth 3, Miami 0 
St. Cloud St. 5, W. Michigan 3 
Omaha 4, North Dakota 3 
Lake Superior St. 1, Minnesota St. 0 
Bemidji St. 3, Michigan Tech 0 
Adrian 5, Concordia-Wisconsin 3 
FAR WEST 

Colorado College 4, Denver 4, OT 

EXHIBITION 

Army 5, Royal Military College 2 


AP sportlight 


Jan. 21 

1921 — Kenesaw Mountain Landis 
takes office as baseball’s commissioner. 

1953 — Dizzy Dean and Al Simmons are 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. The 
baseball writers pass over Joe DiMaggio 
in his first year of eligibility. 

1954 — For the first time in NBA All- 
Star history, an overtime period is need¬ 
ed. Boston’s Bob Cousy scores 10 points 
in the overtime to give the East a 98-93 
victory and Cousy the MVP honors. 

1958 — Bob Pettit of St. Louis becomes 
the first member of the losing team to 
win the NBA All-Star MVP award, scor¬ 
ing 28 points and grabbing 26 rebounds, 
even though the East beats the West 130- 
118. 

1979 — Terry Bradshaw throws four 
touchdown passes to lead the Pittsburgh 
Steelers to their third Super Bowl win, a 
35-31 victory over the Dallas Cowboys. 
Bradshaw, the game’s MVP, completes 
17 of 30 passes for 318 yards. 

1990 — John McEnroe becomes the 
first player thrown out of the Australian 
Open. McEnroe’s tantrum comes while 
leading Mike Pernfors 6-1,4-6, 7-5, 2-4. 

2007 — Lovie Smith becomes the first 
black head coach to make it to the Su¬ 
per Bowl when his Chicago Bears win 
the NFC championship. Tony Dungy joins 
him when his Indianapolis Colts take the 
AFC title. 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Duke (15-2) beat No. 4 Virginia 72-70. 
Next: at Pittsburgh, Tuesday. 

2. Michigan (17-1) lost to Wisconsin 

64- 54. Next: vs. Minnesota, Tuesday. 

3. Tennessee (16-1) beat Alabama 71- 
68. Next: at Vanderbilt, Wednesday. 

4. Virginia (16-1) lost to No. 1 Duke 72- 
70. Next: vs. Wake Forest, Tuesday. 

5. Gonzaga (18-2) beat Portland 89-66. 
Next: at Santa Clara, Thursday. 

6. Michigan State (16-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 19 Maryland, Monday. 

7. Kansas (15-3) lost to West Virginia 

65- 64. Next: vs. Iowa State, Monday. 

8. Texas Tech (15-3) lost to Baylor 73- 
62. Next: at Kansas State, Tuesday. 

9. Virginia Tech (15-2) beat Wake For¬ 
est 87-71. Next: at No. 13 North Carolina, 
Monday. 

10. Nevada (18-1) beat Air Force 67-52. 
Next: vs. Colorado State, Wednesday. 

11. Florida State (13-4) did not play. 
Next: at Boston College, Sunday. 

12. Kentucky (14-3) beat No. 14 Auburn 
82-80. Next: vs. No. 24 Mississippi State, 
Tuesday. 

13. North Carolina (14-4) beat Miami 
85-76. Next: vs. No. 9 Virginia Tech, Mon¬ 
day. 

14. Auburn (13-4) lost to No. 12 Ken¬ 
tucky 82-80. Next: at South Carolina, 
Tuesday. 

15. Marquette (15-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Providence, Sunday. 

16. Buffalo (17-1) did not play. Next: at 
Northern Illinois, Tuesday. 

17. N.C. State (15-3) beat Notre Dame 
77-73. Next: at Louisville, Thursday. 

18. Mississippi (14-3) beat Arkansas 
84-67. Next: at Alabama, Tuesday. 

19. Maryland (16-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 6 Michigan State, Monday. 

20. Oklahoma (13-5) lost to Texas 75- 
72. Next: at Oklahoma State, Wednes¬ 
day. 

21. Houston (18-1) beat South Florida 
69-60. Next: vs. East Carolina, Wednes¬ 
day. 

22. Villanova (14-4) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Tuesday. 

23. Iowa (15-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Illinois, Sunday. 

24. Mississippi State (14-3) beat Van¬ 
derbilt 71-55. Next: at No. 12 Kentucky, 
Tuesday. 

25. Indiana (12-6) lost to Purdue 70-55. 
Next: at Northwestern, Tuesday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Army 72, Navy 61 
Bucknell 85, Lehigh 83 
Canisius 73, Fairfield 68 
Colgate 77, Boston U. 56 
Cornell 60, Columbia 59 
Dayton 89, St. Bonaventure 86, 20T 
DePaul 97, Seton Hall 93 
Drexel 73, James Madison 68 
Hofstra 86, Coll, of Charleston 72 
LIU Brooklyn 79, Fairleigh Dickinson 
77 

Lafayette 84, American U. 79, OT 
Loyola (Md.) 67, Holy Cross 65, OT 
Mass.-Lowell 76, Hartford 73 
Mount St. Mary’s 70, Wagner 56 
NJIT 77, Jacksonville 74 
Niagara 75, Quinnipiac 72 
Northeastern 88, UNC-Wilmington 71 
Penn 77, Temple 70 
Rhode Island 78, La Salle 67 
Rider 60, Manhattan 47 
Robert Morris 79, Bryant 65 
St. Francis (Pa.) 80, CCSU 69 
St. Francis Brooklyn 92, Sacred Heart 
85 

Stony Brook 64, Maine 61 
Syracuse 74, Pittsburgh 63 
Towson 64, Delaware 63 
UConn 87, Tulane 71 
UMBC 65, Albany (NY) 64, OT 
Vermont 78, Binghamton 50 
West Virginia 65, Kansas 64 
Yale 70, Brown 67 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. 72, Alabama A&M 54 
Alcorn St. 63, MVSU 57 
Belmont 92, Tennessee St. 74 
Bethune-Cookman 69, Delaware St. 49 
Campbell 73, Charleston Southern 72 
Charlotte 55, Louisiana Tech 40 
Chattanooga 73, The Citadel 71 
Coastal Carolina 89, Appalachian St. 
72 

Coppin St. 64, NC Central 60 
Davidson 75, Richmond 62 
Duke 72, Virginia 70 
E. Kentucky 85, SE Missouri 83 
Elon 76, William & Mary 71 
Florida 62, Georgia 52 
Florida Gulf Coast 72, Kennesaw St. 59 
Gardner-Webb 87, Hampton 74, OT 
George Mason 71, Fordham 68 
Georgia Southern 88, South Alabama 
86, OT 

Houston 69, South Florida 60 
Howard 71, SC State 67, OT 
Jacksonville St. 65, Tennessee Tech 48 
Kentucky 82, Auburn 80 
LSU 89, South Carolina 67 
Liberty 70, North Florida 64 
Louisiana-Monroe 99, Louisiana-La- 
fayette 95 

Louisville 79, Georgia Tech 51 
Marshall 105, FlU 97 
Md.-Eastern Shore 60, Florida A&M 58, 
OT 

Memphis 83, SMU 61 
Mercer 93, Samford 87 
Middle Tennessee 75, UTEP 72 
Mississippi 84, Arkansas 67 
Mississippi St. 71, Vanderbilt 55 
Morehead St. 85, UT Martin 77 
NC A&T 57, Morgan St. 53 


Norfolk St. 82, Savannah St. 76 
North Alabama 63, Stetson 62 
North Carolina 85, Miami 76 
Old Dominion 78, Southern Miss. 60 
Presbyterian 71, Longwood 64 
Radford 71, UNC-Asheville 63 
SE Louisiana 74, McNeese St. 71 
Southern U. 69, Ark.-Pine Bluff 67, OT 
Tennessee 71, Alabama 68 
Troy 77, Georgia St. 75 
UAB 83, UTSA 73 
UCF 64, Tulsa 62 
UNC-Greensboro 75, ETSU 68 
VCU 68, UMass 50 
VMI91,W. Carolina 83 
Virginia Tech 87, Wake Forest 71 
W. Kentucky 72, FAU 66 
Winthrop 82, SC-Upstate 72 
Wofford 59, Furman 54 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 83, Cent. Michigan 72 
Bowling Green 79, W. Michigan 48 
Butler 80, St. John’s 71 
Cincinnati 66, Wichita St. 55 
E. Illinois 85, Austin Peay 83 
Green Bay 90, III.-Chicago 85 
Illinois St. 78, Evansville 70 
Iowa St. 72, Oklahoma St. 59 
Kansas St. 65, TCU 55 
Kent St. 78, N. Illinois 68 
Loyola of Chicago 75, Indiana St. 67 
Miami (Ohio) 68, Akron 61 
Milwaukee 64, lUPUl 57 
Minnesota 65, Penn St. 64 
Murray St. 82, SlU-Edwardsville 72 
N. Dakota St. 67, North Dakota 65 
N. Kentucky 82, Youngstown St. 74 
NC State 77, Notre Dame 73 
Oakland 79, Detroit 73 
Purdue 70, Indiana 55 
Valparaiso 75, N. Iowa 66 
W. Illinois 87, Purdue Fort Wayne 58 
Wisconsin 64, Michigan 54 
Wright St. 89, Cleveland St. 66 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 78, Northwestern St. 

Baylor 73, Texas Tech 62 
Cent. Arkansas 74, Nicholls 68 
Grambling St. 88, Texas Southern 87, 
OT 

Missouri 66, Texas A&M 43 
North Texas 76, Rice 75 
Prairie View 55, Jackson St. 51 
Sam Houston St. 71, Houston Baptist 
65 

Stephen F. Austin 74, Incarnate Word 
71 

Texas 75, Oklahoma 72 
Texas A&M-CC 76, New Orleans 61 
Texas State 77, Arkansas St. 64 
Texas-Arlington 82, UALR 73 
FAR WEST 

Arizona 82, Oregon St. 71 
Arizona St. 78, Oregon 64 
CS Bakersfield 86, Chicago St. 73 
Cal St.-Fullerton 92, Long Beach St. 90, 
OT 

E. Washington 85, Montana St. 81 
Fresno St. 63, Boise St. 53 
Gonzaga 89, Portland 66 
Grand Canyon 78, UMKC 50 
Loyola Marymount 74, Pepperdine 70 
Montana 69, Idaho 51 
N. Arizona 82, Portland St. 75 
Nevada 67, Air Force 52 
New Mexico 83, Wyoming 53 
New Mexico St. 83, Utah Valley 78 
Rio Grande 67, Seattle 62 

S. Utah 76, Sacramento St. 71 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 76, San Diego 59 
San Francisco 82, BYU 63 
Santa Clara 69, Pacific 57 
Southern Cal 80, UCLA 67 
Stanford 78, Washington St. 66 
UC Davis 75, Cal Poly 63 
UC Irvine 74, CS Northridge 68 
UC Riverside 75, Hawaii 71 
UNLV94, San Jose St. 56 
Utah St. 87, Colorado St. 72 
Washington 71, California 52 
Weber St. 78, N. Colorado 64 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Notre Dame (17-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Boston College, Sunday. 

2. Baylor (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
West Virginia, Sunday. 

2. UConn (16-1) beat Temple 88-67. 
Next: vs. SMU, Wednesday. 

4. Louisville (16-1) did not play. Next: 
at Wake Forest, Sunday. 

5. Oregon (16-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Arizona, Sunday. 

6. Stanford (15-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Washington State, Sunday. 

7. Mississippi State (17-1) did not play. 
Next: at Florida, Thursday. 

8. N.C. State (17-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Virginia Tech, Sunday. 

9. Maryland (15-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Penn State, Sunday. 

10. Oregon State (15-2) did not play, 
vs. No. 19 Arizona State, Sunday. 

11. Texas (15-3) beat TCU 73-67. Next: 
vs. Kansas, Wednesday. 

12. Syracuse (15-2) did not play. Next: 
at Georgia Tech, Sunday. 

13. Gonzaga (17-2) beat San Diego 86- 
61. Next: vs. San Francisco, Thursday. 

14. Marquette (15-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. St. John’s, Sunday. 

15. South Carolina (12-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Missouri, Monday. 

16. Kentucky (16-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Missouri, Thursday. 

17. Michigan State (13-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 20 Rutgers, Sunday. 

18. Iowa State (14-4) beat Oklahoma 
104-78. Next: at No. 2 Baylor, Wednesday. 

19. Arizona State (12-5) did not play. 
Next: at No. 10 Oregon State, Sunday. 

20. Rutgers (14-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 17 Michigan State, Sunday. 

20. Tennessee (12-5) did not play. Next: 


vs. Arkansas, Monday. 

22. Iowa (13-4) did not play. Next: at Il¬ 
linois, Sunday. 

23. Minnesota (13-4) did not play. Next: 
at Nebraska, Sunday. 

24. DePaul (13-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
Seton Hall, Sunday. 

25. Indiana (15-3) did not play. Next: at 
Purdue, Sunday. 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 64, UMBC 44 

American U. 61, Lehigh 53 

Army 55, Navy 52 

Bucknell 90, Colgate 62 

CCSU 73, St. Francis (Pa.) 62 

Cornell 60, Columbia 51 

Duquesne 80, Richmond 54 

Fairleigh Dickinson 69, LIU Brooklyn 

52 

George Mason 64, George Washington 

60 

Georgetown 68, Villanova 63 
Hartford 66, Mass.-Lowell 44 
Harvard 56, Dartmouth 46 
Holy Cross 75, Boston U. 69 
Jacksonville 61, NJIT 56 
Maine 68, Stony Brook 54 
Robert Morris 60, Bryant 57 
Sacred Heart 68, St. Francis Brooklyn 

66 

Siena 77, Monmouth (NJ) 68 
UConn 88, Temple 67 
Vermont 58, Binghamton 57 
Wagner 92, Mount St. Mary’s 76 

SOUTH 

Abilene Christian 72, Northwestern St. 
63 

Alabama St. 60, Alabama A&M 46 
Alcorn St. 73, MVSU 63 
Appalachian St. 67, Coastal Carolina 

53 

Belmont 80, Tennessee St. 46 
Bethune-Cookman 67, Delaware St. 55 
Campbell 52, Hampton 46 
Charleston Southern 78, SC-Upstate 
75 

Chattanooga 73, Furman 53 
ETSU 92, Wofford 79 
Florida Gulf Coast 69, Kennesaw St. 46 
Georgia St. 84, Troy 80 
Liberty 69, North Florida 53 
Louisiana Tech 88, Charlotte 51 
Louisiana-Lafayette 52, Louisiana- 
Monroe 45 

Marshall 86, FlU 58 
McNeese St. 62, SE Louisiana 56 
Md.-Eastern Shore 68, Florida A&M 36 
Memphis 58, East Carolina 46 
Mercer 71, UNC-Greensboro 58 
Morehead St. 85, UT Martin 75 
NC A&T 62, Morgan St. 29 
NC Central 62, Coppin St. 57 
Norfolk St. 78, Savannah St. 42 
North Alabama 71, Stetson 55 
Old Dominion 53, Southern Miss. 50 
Radford 68, Longwood 34 
SC State 72, Howard 63 
SE Missouri 52, E. Kentucky 42 
Samford 75, W. Carolina 42 
South Alabama 69, Georgia Southern 
53 

South Florida 73, Tulane 46 
Southern U. 73, Ark.-Pine Bluff 41 
Tennessee Tech 66, Jacksonville St. 49 
UCF 55, SMU 43 

UNC-Asheville 67, High Point 56 
W. Kentucky 81, FAU 50 
Winthrop 64, Gardner-Webb 62 

MIDWEST 

Austin Peay 73, E. Illinois 60 
Buffalo 61, W. Michigan 59 
CS Bakersfield 67, Chicago St. 56 
Cent. Michigan 82, Kent St. 75 
lUPUl 71, Ill.-Chicago 43 
Iowa St. 104, Oklahoma 78 
Miami (Ohio) 60, Ball St. 57 
Ohio 85, E. Michigan 44 
Oklahoma St. 72, Kansas 62 
Rio Grande 69, Seattle 56 
SlU-Edwardsville 71, Murray St. 54 
Toledo 79, Bowling Green 65 
UMKC 73, Grand Canyon 45 
W. Illinois 73, Purdue Fort Wayne 59 
SOUTHWEST 
Cincinnati 70, Tulsa 50 
Grambling St. 75, Texas Southern 67 
Kansas St. 66, Texas Tech 62 
Middle Tennessee 79, UTEP 49 
Nicholls 64, Cent. Arkansas 60 
Prairie View 76, Jackson St. 57 
Rice 64, North Texas 52 
Sam Houston St. 74, Houston Baptist 
63 

Stephen F. Austin 66, Incarnate Word 
56 

Texas 73, TCU 67 

Texas A&M-CC 57, New Orleans 51 
Texas State 85, Arkansas St. 62 
UAB 59, UTSA 42 
UALR 68, Texas-Arlington 65 
FAR WEST 
Air Force 79, Nevada 74 
BYU 79, Portland 71 
Boise St. 72, Fresno St. 60 
CS Northridge 69, UC Riverside 56 
Cal St.-Fullerton 78, Cal Poly 64 
E. Washington 89, Montana St. 87 
Gonzaga 86, San Diego 61 
Montana 82, Idaho 79 
N. Colorado 60, Idaho St. 56 
New Mexico 78, Wyoming 75 
New Mexico St. 58, Utah Valley 52 
Pacific 85, San Francisco 75 
Pepperdine 95, Loyola Marymount 86 
Portland St. 72, N. Arizona 55 
Sacramento St. 77, S. Utah 76 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 83, Santa Clara 59 
UC Davis 80, UC Irvine 57 
UC Santa Barbara 60, Long Beach St. 


Abu Dhabi Championship 

Saturday 
At Abu Dhabi GC 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $7 miiiion 
Yardage: 7,583; Par: 72 
Finai 

Shane Lowry, Ireland 62-70-67-71-270 

R. Sterne, South Africa 65-68-69-69-271 

J. Luiten, Netherlands 69-68-71-65-273 

L. Oosthuizen, South Africa 65-68-75-66-274 

S. Kjeldsen, Denmark 66-69-71-69-275 

P. Larrazabal, Spain 65-72-68-71-276 

Ian Poulter, England 66-69-69-72 -276 

Paul Waring, England 70-67-70-69-276 

B. Koepka, United States 67-70-70-70-277 

Tom Lewis, England 68-67-75-67-277 

R. Cabrera Bello, Spain 68-71-72-67-278 

Dominic Foos, Germany 68-68-72-70-278 

David Horsey, England 71-66-71-70-278 

S. Jamieson, Scotland 69-66-71-62 -278 

Jordan Smith, England 72-66-70-70-278 

Also 

D. Lipsky, United States 68-73-69-69-279 

T. Pieters, Belgium 67-70-69-73 -279 

Matt Wallace, England 70-68-71-70-279 

Lee Westwood, England 66-68-73-72 -279 

D. Johnson, United States 69-71-72-67-279 

Martin Kaymer, Germany 66-72-74-68-280 

T. Fleetwood, England 69-72-72-70-283 

L. Bjerregaard, Denmark 71-70-72-71-284 

E. Pepperell, England 70-68-72-74-284 

K. Kitayama, United States 72-69-75-73-289 

Desert Ciassic 

Saturday 
La Quinta, Calif. 

Purse: $5.9 million 

s-Stadium Course (Host Course) 7,113 
yards; Par 72 

q-La Quinta Counry Club 7,060 yards; 
Par 72 

n-Nicklaus Tournament Course 7,159 
yards; Par 72 
Third Round 
a-denotes amateur 

Phil Mickelson 60q-68n-66s-194 -22 

Adam Hadwin 65s-66q-65n-196 -20 

Adam Long 63n-71s-63q-197 -19 

Steve Marino 66s-65q-67n-198 -18 

Michael Thompson 68q-66n-65s-199 -17 
Patrick Cantlay 67n-66s-66q-199 -17 

Dominic Bozzelli 67n-69s-64q-200 -16 
Jon Rahm 66q-66n-68s-200 -16 

Sungjaelm 71q-65n-64s-200 -16 

Talor Gooch 67s-67q-66n-200 -16 

J.T. Poston 68s-68q-64n-200 -16 

Scott Langley 70n-65s-66q-201 -15 

Joey Garber 68s-64q-69n-201 -15 

Sean O’Hair 66n-67s-68q-201 -15 

Jason Kokrak 71n-65s-66q-202 -14 

Carlos Ortiz 72s-62q-68n-202 -14 

Sam Burns 68q-66n-68s-202 -14 

AlexCejka 66n-68s-68q-202 -14 

Harold Varner III 68q-67n-68s-203 -13 
Vaughn Taylor 68n-66s-69q-203 -13 

Nick Taylor 70s-66q-67n-203 -13 

Peter Malnati 70q-65n-68s-203 -13 

Zach Johnson 71q-68n-64s-203 -13 

Daniel Berger 67q-67n-69s-203 -13 

Russell Knox 73s-66q-64n-203 -13 

Dylan Frittelli 72n-67s-64q-203 -13 

TreyMullinax 65n-71s-67q-203 -13 

Adam Svensson 66q-68n-69s-203 -13 
Robert Streb 66q-70n-68s-204 -12 

Wyndham Clark 65q-67n-72s-204 -12 
Lucas Glover 68q-68n-68s-204 -12 

Kevin Streelman 70s-66q-68n-204 -12 
J.J.Spaun 69s-67q-68n-204 -12 

ChezReavie 67q-68n-69s-204 -12 

Cameron Davis 67q-70n-67s-204 -12 

JoshTeater 68q-69n-67s-204 -12 

Justin Rose 68q-68n-68s-204 -12 

Sam Ryder 72s-66q-66n-204 -12 

Rory Sabbatini 68n-70s-66q-204 -12 

Andrew Landry 68n-67s-69q-204 -12 

Charles Howell III 67n-69s-68q-204 -12 

Mitsubishi Eiectric 
Championship 

Saturday 
At Hualalai GC 
Ka’upulehu-Kona, Hawaii 
Purse; $1.8 million 
Yardage: 7,107; Par: 72 
Final 

Tom Lehman, $305,000 69-65-65-199 -17 

David Toms, $180,000 65-65-70-200 -16 

Jerry Kelly, $120,000 71-64-67-202 -14 

Bernhard Langer, $120,000 70-65-67-202 -14 
Fred Couples, $85,000 72-66-66-204 -12 

Kevin Sutherland, $85,000 69-72-63-204 -12 

C. Montgomerie, $70,000 69-66-70-205 -11 

Joe Durant, $57,500 65-69-72 -206 -10 

Brandt Jobe, $57,500 69-69-68-206 -10 

M. Calcavecchia, $45,000 71-67-69-207 " 

Marco Dawson, $45,000 69-68-70-207 

Tom Watson, $45,000 71-67-69-207 

Stephen Ames, $34,000 71-65-72 -208 

Paul Goydos, $34,000 69-68-71-208 

Scott Parel, $34,000 68-71-69-208 

Jeff Sluman, $34,000 69-67-72 -208 

Kirk Triplett, $34,000 69-72-67-208 

Scott McCarron, $27,000 71-68-70-209 

Kenny Perry, $27,000 69-73-67-209 

Paul Broadhurst, $23,000 70-70-70-210 
Olin Browne, $23,000 70-68-72 -210 

John Daly, $23,000 73-68-69-210 

Lee Janzen, $23,000 72-65-73-210 

Rocco Mediate, $23,000 71-68-71-210 

Tournament of Champions 

Saturday 

At Four Seasons Golf and Sports Club 
Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 

Purse; $1.2 million 
Yardage: 6,645; Par: 71 
Third Round 

Lydia Ko 66-68-66-200 -13 

Eun-HeeJi 65-69-66-200 -13 

Brooke M. Henderson 65-67-69-201 -12 
Nelly Korda 70-67-65-202 -11 

Shanshan Feng 71-67-66-204 -9 

Mirim Lee 67-68-69-204 -9 

Moriya Jutanugarn 71-67-67-205 -8 

Stacy Lewis 66-74-66-206 -7 

Gaby Lopez 69-68-69-206 -7 

Georgia Hall 73-66-69-208 -5 

MiHyangLee 68-71-69-208 -5 
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Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Rockets rally, stop 
Lakers in overtime 


The Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James Harden 
scored 48 points, Eric Gordon 
added 30 and the Houston Rock¬ 
ets overcame a 21-point deficit to 
beat the Los Angeles Lakers 138- 
134 in overtime Saturday night. 

The Rockets trailed for most 
of the night and were down by 18 
in the second-half Gordon sent it 
to overtime with a three-pointer, 
and made four free throws in the 
last seconds of the extra period. 

Coming off 57- and 58-point 
games. Harden had his 19th 
straight game with at least 30 and 
he’s had 40 in 10 of 13. He was 14 
of 30 from the field, going 8 of 19 
three-pointers, and hit 12 of 15 
free throws. 

Kuzma had 32 points for Los 
Angeles and Brandon Ingram 
added 21 in a game where coach 
Luke Walton was ejected in the 
third quarter. Already with¬ 
out LeBron James and Rqjon 
Rondo, the Lakers have another 
injury concern after Lonzo Ball 
sprained his left ankle in the 
third quarter. The team said he 
was taken to a hospital for X-rays 
because the machine at the arena 
was broken. 

Thunder 117, 76ers 115: 

Paul George converted a four- 
point play with 5.1 seconds left, 
sending Russell Westbrook and 
visiting Oklahoma City past Joel 
Embiid and Philadelphia. 

George finished with 31 points, 
six rebounds, five assists and 
three steals. Westbrook had 21 
points, 10 rebounds and six as¬ 
sists. Embiid, who was a game¬ 
time decision because of back 
tightness, had 31 points, eight re¬ 
bounds and six assists. 

Raptors 119, Grizzlies 90: 
Danny Green had a season-high 
24 points and set a franchise re¬ 
cord for three-pointers in a quar¬ 
ter with seven in the third to help 
host Toronto beat Memphis. 

Green had 21 points in the third, 
one shy of Kyle Lowry’s franchise 
record for a quarter. He matched 
a career high with eight threes 
for the game. He also made eight 
three-pointers against Minnesota 
in 2013. 

The Raptors extended their 
home winning streak to nine. To¬ 
ronto is 20-4 at home. 

Bucks 118, Magic 108: Eric 
Bledsoe scored 30 points, Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 25 points and 
13 rebounds and Milwaukee won 
at Orlando for its fourth straight 
victory. Malcolm Brogdon added 
18 points, and Khris Middleton 
had 15. The Bucks are 11-2 in their 
last 13 games. Nikola Vucevic led 
Orlando with 27 points. 

Nuggets 124, Cavaliers 102: 
Nikola Jokic had 19 points, 12 as¬ 
sists and 11 rebounds in his sixth 
triple-double this season and host 
Denver beat Cleveland. 

Jamal Murray scored 26 points 
to help the Nuggets win for the 
third time in four games. 



Christian Smith/AP 


Lakers guard Lonzo Ball is 
helped off the court after 
Ball sustained an ankle injury 
Saturday against the Rockets. 

Celtics 113, Hawks 105: 

Kyrie Irving scored 32 points and 
Boston rallied to win at Atlanta 
for its third straight victory. 

The Celtics took the lead with 
a 9-0 fourth-quarter run, includ¬ 
ing a go-ahead three-pointer by 
Jaylen Brown, who had 14 points. 
A drive by Irving gave Boston the 
lead for good at 101-100. A1 Hor- 
ford made four free throws and a 
layup to help the Celtics increase 
their advantage to 109-100 with 
1:11 left. 

Kings 103, Pistons 101: 

Buddy Hield made an off-bal¬ 
ance, fadeaway three-pointer just 
before time expired and scored 
35 points in Sacramento’s victory 
at Detroit. 

Hield fumbled an inbounds 
pass with 3.4 seconds left, scram¬ 
bled to regain possession and put 
up the winning shot from the left 
wing. Blake Griffin scored 38 
points for Detroit. 

Heat 117, Bulls 103: Dwyane 
Wade had 14 points, 10 rebounds 
and seven assists in his final 
game in his hometown, helping 
visiting Miami hand Chicago its 
10th straight loss 

Wade, who turned 37 on Thurs¬ 
day, plans to retire at the end of 
his 16th NBA season. He got a 
warm reception in his return, 
hearing several loud ovations 
throughout the night. 

Pacers 111, Mavericks 99: 
Tyreke Evans scored 19 points, 
Domantas Sabonis had 16 points 
and 11 rebounds, and host Indi¬ 
ana beat Dallas for its third vic¬ 
tory in four games. 

Harrison Barnes scored 20 
points for the Mavs, and DeAndre 
Jordan had 15. 

Hornets 135, Suns 115: 

Kemba Walker scored 21 points, 
Jeremy Lamb hit five three-point¬ 
ers and had 18 points and host 
Charlotte beat Phoenix for the 
Hornets’ third straight victory. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Toronto 35 13 .729 

Philadelphia 30 17 .638 

Boston 28 18 .609 

Brooklyn 24 23 .511 

New York 10 34 .227 

Southeast Division 
Miami 22 22 .500 

Charlotte 22 23 .489 

Washington 19 26 .422 

Orlando 19 27 .413 

Atlanta 14 31 .311 

Centrai Division 

33 12 .733 

■■ 15 .667 


Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


20 25 .444 13 

10 36 .217 23'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

L Pet 


26 19 .578 

27 20 .574 

21 25 .457 

20 25 .444 

19 27 .413 


22 .532 7'/2 

24 22 .522 8 

11 36 .234 21'/2 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 

Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Denver 31 14 .689 - 

Oklahoma City 27 18 .600 4 

Portland 28 19 .596 4 

Utah 26 21 .553 6 

Minnesota 21 24 .467 10 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 32 14 .696 - 

LA. Clippers 24 21 .533 

Sacramento 
Phoenix 

Friday’s games 

Boston 122, Memphis 116 
Brooklyn 117, Orlando 115 
Detroit 98, Miami 93 
San Antonio 116, Minnesota 113 
Utah 115, Cleveland 99 
Golden State 112, L.A. Clippers 94 
Portland 128, New Orleans 112 
Saturday’s games 
Oklahoma City 117, Philadelphia 115 
Charlotte 135, Phoenix 115 
Indiana 111, Dallas 99 
Milwaukee 118, Orlando 108 
Sacramento 103, Detroit 101 
Boston 113, Atlanta 105 
Toronto 119, Memphis 90 
Miami 117, Chicago 103 
Houston 138, L.A. Lakers 134, OT 
Denver 124, Cleveland 102 
Sunday’s games 
Charlotte at Indiana 
L.A. Clippers at San Antonio 
Phoenix at Minnesota 

Monday’s games 
Oklahoma City at New York 
Chicago at Cleveland 
Dallas at Milwaukee 
Detroit at Washington 
Orlando at Atlanta 
Sacramento at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Memphis 
Miami at Boston 
Houston at Philadelphia 
Portland at Utah 
Golden State at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday 

Celtics 113, Hawks 105 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-13 5-5 19, Morris 3- 
10 0-0 8, Horford 4-11 4-4 13, Irving 11-19 
5-5 32, Smart 1-4 2-2 4, Ojeleye 1-1 1-1 3, 
Brown 3-10 6-8 14, Theis 2-2 0-0 5, Baynes 

3- 4 0-0 6, Wanamaker 0-2 0-0 0, Rozier 4- 
12 0-0 9. Totals 39-88 23-25 113. 

ATLANTA - Bembry 4-8 2-3 10, Collins 
5-7 4-4 15, Dedmon 2-6 1-1 6, Young 6-17 

2-2 16, Huerter 7-18 0-0 18, Prince 3-14 2- 
2 9, Spellman 2-3 0-0 6, Len 7-10 0-0 15, 
Lin 2-7 2-2 6, Carter 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 40-92 

13-14 105. 

Boston 28 32 23 30-113 

Atlanta 36 31 22 16-105 

Three-point Goals—Boston 12-32 (Ir¬ 
ving 5-8, Brown 2-5, Morris 2-5, Theis 1-1, 
Horford 1-4, Rozier 1-5, Baynes 0-1, Smart 
0-3), Atlanta 12-41 (Huerter 4-10, Spell¬ 
man 2-2, Young 2-9, Len 1-2, Collins 1-2, 
Dedmon 1-3, Prince 1-8, Bembry 0-2, Lin 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Bos¬ 
ton 43 (Rozier 11), Atlanta 49 (Collins 11). 
Assists—Boston 19 (Irving 5), Atlanta 28 
(Huerter, Young 7). Total Fouls—Boston 
18, Atlanta 20. Technicals—Smart 2, Bem¬ 
bry. Ejected-Smart. A-16,626 (18,118). 

Bucks 118, Magic 108 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 6-15 2-2 15, 
Antetokounmpo 10-17 4-6 25, Lopez 3-9 0- 
0 8, Bledsoe 12-14 4-5 30, Brogdon 8-112-2 
18, Wilson 3-8 0-0 8, Ilyasova 1-1 0-0 3, Hill 

1-4 0-0 2, Snell 2-4 0-0 6, Brown 1-2 0-0 3. 
Totals 47-85 12-15 118. 

ORLANDO — Isaac 3-6 0-0 6, Simmons 

4- 8 0-0 10, Vucevic 11-24 3-3 27, Augustin 

5- 8 1-2 14, Fournier 5-14 1-1 11, Iwundu 0- 
2 0-0 0, Martin 4-7 0-0 12, Bamba 2-3 1-3 5, 
Briscoe 3-6 0-0 7, Ross 7-15 0-0 16. Totals 
44-93 6-9 108. 

Milwaukee 33 26 28 31-118 

Orlando 24 22 36 26-108 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 12-30 
(Snell 2-2, Bledsoe 2-3, Wilson 2-5, Lo¬ 
pez 2-7, Ilyasova 1-1, Brown 1-2, Ante¬ 
tokounmpo 1-3, Middleton 1-3, Hill 0-2, 
Brogdon 0-2), Orlando 14-32 (Martin 4-5, 
Augustin 3-4, Simmons 2-4, Vucevic 2-5, 
Ross 2-6, Briscoe 1-1, Isaac 0-2, Fournier 
0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 46 (Antetokounmpo 13), Orlando 
32 (Isaac, Bamba, Vucevic 6). Assists— 
Milwaukee 22 (Antetokounmpo 5), Orlan¬ 
do 31 (Augustin 7). Total Fouls—Milwau¬ 
kee 14, Orlando 15. A-18,846 (18,846). 


Rockets 138, Lakers 134 (OT) 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 7-12 6-8 21, Kuz¬ 
ma 12-19 4-5 32, Chandler 1-1 1-2 3, Ball 
4-7 0-0 8, Caldwell-Pope 4-12 0-0 8, Beas¬ 
ley 3-7 2-2 8, Mykhailiuk 1-4 0-0 2, Zubac 

4- 6 9-9 17, McGee 6-8 0-2 12, Stephenson 

5- 10 2-2 16, Hart 3-10 0-0 7. Totals 50-96 
24-30 134. 

HOUSTON - Gordon 7-16 11-12 30, En¬ 
nis III 6-9 2-2 18, Tucker 4-12 0-0 9, Harden 

14-30 12-15 48, Rivers 2-8 0-0 5, Nunnally 
0-5 0-0 0, Nene 1-2 3-4 5, Clark 2-4 0-0 6, 
Green 6-14 1-3 17. Totals 42-100 29-36 
138. 

L.A. Lakers 39 25 22 34 14-134 

Houston 26 20 36 38 18-138 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Lakers 10-37 
(Stephenson 4-8, Kuzma 4-9, Ingram 1-2, 
Hart 1-6, Beasley 0-1, Mykhailiuk 0-1, Ball 
0-3, Caldwell-Pope 0-7), Houston 25-68 
(Harden 8-19, Gordon 5-10, Ennis III 4-6, 
Green 4-11, Clark 2-4, Rivers 1-6, Tucker 

1-7, Nunnally 0-5). Fouled Out—Zubac. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 56 (McGee 14), 
Houston 39 (Tucker 9). Assists—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 27 (Ball 11), Houston 23 (Harden 6). 
Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 27, Houston 27. 
Technicals—L.A. Lakers coach Lakers 
(Defensive three second), L.A. Lakers 
coach Luke Walton 2. A-18,055 (18,500). 

Hornets 135, Suns 115 

PHOENIX - Mik.Bridges 3-8 1-1 9, War¬ 
ren 6-12 3-4 16, Ayton 4-7 2-2 10, Melton 

1- 1 0-0 3, Booker 10-23 10-12 32, Jackson 

3-12 2-5 8, Oubre Jr. 9-15 2-3 24, Acy 0-1 

2- 2 2, Bender 0-1 0-0 0, Holmes 2-3 0-0 4, 
Okobo 0-2 2-2 2, Daniels 1-2 2-2 5. Totals 
39-87 26-33 115. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 4-6 5-5 15, Wil¬ 
liams 4-7 3-3 14, Biyombo 5-7 1-1 11, 
Walker 9-22 0-0 21, Lamb 6-9 1-1 18, Mil. 
Bridges 4-10 2-2 10, Kidd-Gilchrist 3-4 4- 
6 10, Hernangomez 4-6 1-2 9, Parker 4-8 

6- 6 14, Graham 1-1 0-0 3, Bacon 1-2 0-0 3, 
Monk 3-6 0-1 7. Totals 48-88 23-27 135. 

Phoenix 26 34 26 29-115 

Charlotte 39 32 38 26-135 

Three-point Goals—Phoenix 11-33 
(Oubre Jr. 4-8, Mik.Bridges 2-5, Booker 

2- 7, Melton 1-1, Warren 1-1, Daniels 1-2, 
Acy 0-1, Bender 0-1, Okobo 0-2, Jackson 
0-5), Charlotte 16-34 (Lamb 5-7, Williams 

3- 4, Walker 3-10, Batum 2-3, Bacon 1-1, 
Graham 1-1, Monk 1-4, Parker 0-1, Kidd- 
Gilchrist 0-1, Mil.Bridges 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Hernangomez. Rebounds—Phoe¬ 
nix 26 (Acy 5), Charlotte 53 (Biyombo, 
Hernangomez 13). Assists—Phoenix 21 
(Booker 11), Charlotte 31 (Lamb, Batum 
6). Total Fouls-Phoenix 26, Charlotte 26. 
Technicals-Holmes. A-19,278 (19,077). 

Kings 103, Pistons 101 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 3-9 0-0 

7, Bjelica 2-5 0-0 5, Cauley-Stein 6-8 0- 

1 12, Fox 4-13 5-7 14, Hield 13-22 2-2 35, 
J.Jackson 0-3 0-0 0, Bagley III 6-9 2-2 14, 
Giles III 3-6 2-4 8, Koufos 0-1 0-0 0, Ferrell 
0-1 0-0 0, Bogdanovic 3-12 2-2 8. Totals 40- 
89 13-18 103. 

DETROIT - Bullock 3-12 0-0 8, Grif¬ 
fin 12-23 13-15 38, Pachulia 3-7 1-2 7, 
R.Jackson 1-5 1-2 4, Brown 2-5 1-2 6, John¬ 
son 1-2 0-0 2, Leuer 4-7 0-0 8, Calderon 1-3 

2- 2 5, Thomas 2-6 0-0 4, Kennard 7-12 1-2 

19. Totals 36-82 19-25 101. 

Sacramento 26 25 23 29-103 

Detroit 30 27 25 19-101 

Three-point Goals—Sacramento 10- 
25 (Hield 7-9, Shumpert 1-3, Fox 1-4, 
Bjelica 1-4, Bagley III 0-1, J.Jackson 0-2, 
Bogdanovic 0-2), Detroit 10-29 (Kennard 

4- 6, Bullock 2-9, Brown 1-2, R.Jackson 
1-2, Calderon 1-3, Griffin 1-4, Johnson 
0-1, Thomas 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Sacramento 39 (Hield 9), 
Detroit 46 (Pachulia 12). Assists—Sac¬ 
ramento 30 (Fox 10), Detroit 21 (Brown, 
Calderon 4). Total Fouls—Sacramento 

20, Detroit 23. Technicals—Sacramento 
coach David Joerger, Sacramento coach 
Kings (Defensive three second), Griffin. 
A-15,377 (20,491). 

Pacers 111, Mavericks 99 

DALLAS - Barnes 6-15 5-5 20, Kleber 1- 

2 0-0 3, Jordan 7-9 1-2 15, Doncic 3-14 2-4 

8, Matthews 6-12 2-2 17, Finney-Smith 3-8 
0-0 7, Powell 4-6 3-4 11, Nowitzki 0-5 0-0 0, 
Mejri 0-0 2-2 2, Harris 1-5 0-0 2, Brunson 

5- 9 1-1 12, Macon 1-1 0-0 2, Broekhoff 0-2 
0-0 0. Totals 37-88 16-20 99. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 2-10 5-5 9, 
Young 4-7 0-0 8, Turner 5-10 1-3 12, Col- 
lison 5-9 4-5 16, Oladipo 4-15 3-4 12, Mc¬ 
Dermott 3-4 2-2 9, Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Leaf 
0-0 0-0 0, Sabonis 7-8 1-1 16, O’Quinn 1-1 
0-0 2, Holiday 0-1 0-0 0, Joseph 4-9 0-0 8, 
Evans 7-11 3-4 19. Totals 42-85 19-24 111. 
Dallas 23 19 27 30- 99 

Indiana 24 34 26 27-111 

Three-pointGoals—Dallas9-37(Barnes 

3- 7, Matthews 3-8, Kleber 1-2, Brunson 1- 
3, Finney-Smith 1-3, Broekhoff 0-2, Harris 
0-2, Nowitzki 0-5, Doncic 0-5), Indiana 8- 
24 (Collison 2-3, Evans 2-3, Sabonis 1-1, 
McDermott 1-2, Turner 1-3, Oladipo 1-4, 
Young 0-1, Joseph 0-3, Bogdanovic 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 
44 (Jordan 16), Indiana 45 (Sabonis 11). 
Assists—Dallas 21 (Doncic 6), Indiana 23 
(Oladipo 6). Total Fouls—Dallas 18, In¬ 
diana 22. Technicals—Doncic 2, Young. 
Ejected-Doncic. A-17,508 (20,000). 


Thunder 117, 76ers 115 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-20 11-11 
31, Grant 2-6 6-6 10, Adams 8-13 0-0 16, 
Westbrook 8-21 4-7 21, Ferguson 4-8 0-0 
11, Nader 1-2 0-0 3, Patterson 0-2 0-0 0, 
Noel 2-2 0-0 4, Schroder 8-18 2-2 21, Diallo 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 41-93 23-26 117. 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 5-18 7-8 18, 
Chandler 1-4 1-2 4, Embiid 11-19 8-12 31, 
Simmons 8-12 4-8 20, Redick 6-13 6-7 22, 
Bolden 1-2 0-0 3, Muscala 2-5 2-2 6, Mc¬ 
Connell 1-5 0-0 2, Shamet 3-3 0-0 9. Totals 
38-81 28-39 115. 

Oklahoma City 33 26 29 29-117 

Philadelphia 25 31 23 36-115 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 
12-31 (George 4-9, Schroder 3-5, Fer¬ 
guson 3-6, Nader 1-1, Westbrook 1-6, 
Patterson 0-1, Grant 0-3), Philadelphia 
11-32 (Redick 4-10, Shamet 3-3, Bolden 
1-2, Chandler 1-4, Embiid 1-5, Butler 1-6, 
Muscala 0-2). Fouled Out—Westbrook. 
Rebounds—Oklahoma City 45 (West¬ 
brook 10), Philadelphia 47 (Simmons 15). 
Assists—Oklahoma City 20 (Westbrook 
6), Philadelphia 28 (Simmons 9). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 24, Philadelphia 
20. Technicals—George, Ferguson. A— 
20,646 (20,478). 


Heat 117, Bulls 103 


MIAMI — McGruderO-6 0-0 0, J.Johnson 

3- 6 3-3 10, Whiteside 3-4 0-2 6, Richardson 
10-15 2-2 26, Winslow 4-7 3-4 11, Jones Jr. 

4- 4 1-3 9, Olynyk 0-0 1-2 1, Adebayo 2-3 
1-2 5, TJohnson 5-10 1-2 14, Waiters 9-13 
0-1 21, Wade 5-11 2-2 14. Totals 45-79 14- 
23 117. 

CHICAGO - Hutchison 2-5 0-0 5, Mark- 
kanen 7-19 2-3 20, Lopez 2-5 0-0 5, Dunn 
3-14 0-0 6, LaVine 7-19 6-7 22, Parker 3-6 

5- 5 11, Portis 8-12 3-3 21, Harrison 0-0 1-2 
1, Arcidiacono 2-3 2-2 8, Selden 1-6 2-4 4. 
Totals 35-89 21-26 103. 


Miami 31 24 28 34-117 

Chicago 30 27 19 27-103 

Three-point Goals—Miami 13-32 
(Richardson 4-8, TJohnson 3-7, Waiters 

3-7, Wade 2-3, J.Johnson 1-1, Winslow 0- 
1, McGruder 0-5), Chicago 12-27 (Mark- 
kanen 4-10, Arcidiacono 2-2, Portis 2-3, 
LaVine 2-7, Hutchison 1-1, Lopez 1-1, 
Dunn 0-1, Selden 0-1, Parker O-l). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 46 (White- 
side, Wade 10), Chicago 43 (Markkanen 
9). Assists—Miami 27 (Wade 7), Chicago 
19 (LaVine 6). Total Fouls—Miami 23, Chi¬ 
cago 25. A-20,926 (20,917). 


Raptors 119, Grizzlies 90 

MEMPHIS - Temple 3-6 0-0 8, J.Green 
1-6 0-0 3, Jackson Jr. 6-12 3-5 16, Conley 5- 
9 0-0 10, Holiday 3-8 0-0 7, Casspi 2-10 4-4 

8, Rabb 5-10 3-4 13, Carter 2-7 0-0 6, Mack 
5-8 2-2 14, Watanabe 2-5 0-0 5. Totals 34- 
81 12-15 90. 

TORONTO - D.Green 8-13 0-0 24, 
Siakam 7-12 3-4 17, Ibaka 9-13 0-0 18, 
Lowry 3-8 5-5 12, VanVIeet 1-8 1-1 4, Pow¬ 
ell 6-7 0-0 14, Miles 4-12 3-4 13, Boucher 
1-4 0-0 3, Monroe 0-3 0-0 0, Wright 3-6 2-2 

9, Loyd 0-1 0-0 0, McCaw 1-2 0-0 2, Rich¬ 
ardson 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 44-91 14-16 119. 

Memphis 19 29 14 28- 90 

Toronto 23 32 45 19-119 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 10-29 
(Mack 2-3, Temple 2-3, Carter 2-5, Wata¬ 
nabe 1-2, Jackson Jr. 1-3, Holiday 1-4, 
J.Green 1-4, Conley 0-1, Casspi 0-4), Toron¬ 
to 17-36 (D.Green 8-12, Powell 2-2, Miles 2- 
6, Wright 1-2, Richardson 1-2, Boucher 1-2, 
VanVIeet 1-4, Lowry 1-4, Ibaka 0-1, Siakam 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mem¬ 
phis 43 (Rabb 11), Toronto 38 (Siakam 8). 
Assists—Memphis 21 (Mack 5), Toronto 
31 (VanVIeet, Lowry 7). Total Fouls—Mem¬ 
phis 13, Toronto 17. Technicals—Memphis 
coach Grizzlies (Defensive three second). 
A-19,800 (19,800). 


Nuggets 124, Cavaliers 102 

CLEVELAND - Hood 5-9 6-6 18, Osman 

6-10 4-5 17, Zizic 9-12 5-6 23, Sexton 4-13 
1-110, Payne 0-0 0-2 0, Adel 1-10-0 3, Blos- 
somgame 1-3 0-0 2, Frye 0-3 0-0 0, Della- 
vedova 3-5 0-0 8, Burks 1-4 6-6 8, Clarkson 

5- 12 0-0 13. Totals 35-72 22-26 102. 

DENVER - Craig 2-5 0-0 5, Millsap 7- 
11 0-0 14, Jokic 8-12 0-1 19, Murray 8-14 

6- 6 26, Beasley 5-8 0-0 13, Lydon 1-1 0-0 2, 
Lyles 7-11 2-2 16, Plumlee 2-3 1-2 5, Good¬ 
win 0-3 0-0 0, Morris 6-7 0-0 15, Harris 2-7 
0-0 4, Barton 2-7 0-0 5. Totals 50-89 9-11 
124. 

Cleveland 25 21 30 26-102 

Denver 37 33 31 23-124 

Three-point Goals—Cleveland 10-29 
(Clarkson 3-8, Dellavedova 2-4, Hood 2- 
5, Adel 1-1, Osman 1-3, Sexton 1-4, Blos- 
somgame 0-1, Frye 0-1, Burks 0-2), Denver 

15-37 (Murray 4-7, Morris 3-4, Jokic 3-6, 
Beasley 3-6, Craig 1-3, Barton 1-5, Millsap 
0-1, Harris 0-2, Lyles 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Cleveland 28 (Zizic 6), 
Denver 43 (Jokic 11). Assists—Cleveland 
20 (Sexton 7), Denver 33 (Jokic 12). Total 
Fouls—Cleveland 15, Denver 25. Techni¬ 
cals—Denver coach Nuggets (Defensive 
three second). A-19,520 (19,520). 


Calendar 

Feb. 7 - Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 

Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

March 1 — Playoff eligibility waiver 
deadline. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Tiafoe reaches quarters 


American to face Nadal; Kerber, Stephens, Sharapova eliminated 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 

— Frances Tiafoe just kept shak¬ 
ing his head and calling the whole 
thing “crazy” and “unbelievable.” 
Which it all kind of is. 

That he reached his first Grand 
Slam quarterfinal on his 21st 
birthday by beating No. 20 seed 
Grigor Dimitrov 7-5, 7-6 (6), 6-7 
(1), 7-5 at the Australian Open on 
Sunday. 

That he did it with the hydrat¬ 
ing help of pickle juice guzzled 
during changeovers to fend off 
cramps. 

That his shirt-removing, bi¬ 
ceps-slapping victory poses pay¬ 
ing homage to LeBron James have 
gone viral and might have caught 
the NBA superstar’s attention. 

And, most poignantly of all, 
that Tiafoe is delivering on the 
promise he made as a kid to his 
mother and father — immigrants 
from Sierra Leone in West Africa 

— that one day he’d be a success. 

“I told my parents 10 years 

ago I was going to be a pro. I was 
going to change their life. My 
life,” Tiafoe said, fighting tears 
after getting past Dimitrov, a 
two-time m^or semifinalist who 
is coached by Andre Agassi. “And 
I’m in the quarters of a Slam now. 
... I can’t believe it.” 

Tiafoe proudly noted that he has 
been able to buy two homes for 
his folks. Tiafoe grew up around a 
tennis facility in Maryland where 
his father, whom he calls “Pops,” 
was a maintenance man. 

That background taught Tia¬ 
foe what he considers valuable 
lessons. 

“Look, I’m not saying you can’t 
make it if you grew up from a 
wealthy situation. I mean, a ton 



Kin Cheung/AP 


American Frances Tiafoe makes 
a return to Grigor Dimitrov 
during the fourth round at the 
Australian Open on Sunday. 

of people have. But obviously that 
gave me an incentive, a reason to 
give, a reason to work every day, 
understand why you do it,” he 
said. “Obviously it’s how bad do 
you really want to be successful, 
essentially. Like, what does that 
really mean to you? Why are you 
doing it?” 

The 39th-ranked Tiafoe never 
had been past the third round at a 
m^or until now. And what a chal¬ 
lenge awaits Tuesday: His quar¬ 
terfinal match will be against 
17-time mqjor champion Rafael 
Nadal. 

“He’s going to run me like 
crazy,” Tiafoe said. “I’ve got to go 
to sleep now, matter of fact.” 

And then, in either a bit of false 
bravado or a harmless joke, the 
American added: “Yeah, he bet¬ 
ter get ready.” 

The second-seeded Nadal had 


very little trouble moving on, 
beating Tomas Berdych 6-0, 6-1, 
7-6 (4) in a rematch of the 2010 
Wimbledon final. On the other 
half of the men’s bracket, 2018 
Australian Open runner-up Marin 
Cilic was ousted by 22nd-seeded 
Roberto Bautista Agut 6-7 (6), 6- 
3,6-2,4-6,6-4. Bautista Agut had 
been 0-9 in fourth-round matches 
at m^ors, and his first quarterfi¬ 
nal will come against Tsitsipas, 
another man making his debut in 
that round. 

In women’s action, two past 
champions andformerNo. Is were 
sent packing. Angelique Kerber, 
who won the title at Melbourne 
Park in 2016, was completely out¬ 
played by unseeded Danielle Col¬ 
lins of the US. in a surprisingly 
lopsided 6-0, 6-2 upset, while 
2008 champ Maria Sharapova 
double-faulted 10 times in a 4-6, 
6-1, 6-4 loss to No. 15 Ash Barty 
of Australia. 

Barty, the first woman to reach 
the quarterfinals at her country’s 
Slam since Jelena Dokic a decade 
ago, now meets two-time Wim¬ 
bledon winner Petra Kvitova, a 6- 
2, 6-1 winner against 17-year-old 
Amanda Anisimova of the US. 

Collins’ next opponent will be 
unseeded Anastasia Pavlyuchen- 
kova, who got past 2017 US. Open 
champion Sloane Stephens 6-7 
(3), 6-3, 6-3. 

Nadal, who improved to 20-4 
against Berdych, never has faced 
Tiafoe. 

“He has everything. He’s quick. 
He serves well. Very quick fore¬ 
hand. He’s a very dynamic player, 
aggressive one,” Nadal said. “Of 
course he’s dangerous: He’s in 
the quarterfinals.” 

Tiafoe’s first contest at that 
stage will be Nadal’s 37th. 


Stunner: Tsitsipas youngest player remaining 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Federer was the oldest man left in the field and 
would have been the oldest quarterfinalist in Aus¬ 
tralia since Ken Rosewall at 43 in 1977. 

Tsitsipas, a lanky guy who kept his scraggly hair 
in place with a pink headband, was the youngest to 
make the fourth round this year. He lost his open¬ 
ing match in Melbourne a year ago, when Federer 
picked up his sixth Australian Open championship. 

“For sure, it’s a good win against Roger. I mean, 
we all know who Roger Federer is, what he has 
done in tennis. But I still have to keep my focus, 
keep my concentration on further goals that I want 
to achieve. That’s a very good beginning. I need to 
stay humble,” said Tsitsipas, who next faces another 
player making his quarterfinal debut at a m^or. No. 
22 Roberto Bautista Agut of Spain. “This win is a 
good milestone, let’s say good first step, as I said, to 
something bigger.” 

At least Federer was able to crack a joke when 
asked whether Tsitsipas reminds him of a younger 
version of himself, replying: “He has a one-handed 
backhand. And I used to have long hair, too.” 

After this setback, Federer announced that he 
would return to playing the clay-court circuit this 
season, including the French Open after missing it 
the past three years. 

This match was a thriller from beginning to end, 
both in terms of the high quality and entertaining 
style of play from both men — something long ex¬ 


pected of Federer. The world is still learning what 
the 14th-seeded Tsitsipas can do. 

He is that rare man who will press forward as often 
as Federer and have nearly as much success. On this 
cool evening, Tsitsipas won the point on 48 of 68 trips 
to the net, while Federer went 50-for-66. 

The kid served well, too, compiling a 20-12 edge in 
aces and, more significantly, staving off all of those 
break chances that Federer earned: two in the first 
set, eight in the second, two in the third. 

In the opening game of the match, Tsitsipas twice 
was called for a time violation after allowing the 
25-second serve clock — new in Melbourne’s main 
draw this year — to expire. The second such warn¬ 
ing resulted in the loss of a serve, and Tsitsipas pro¬ 
ceeded to double-fault, offering up a break point to 
Federer. 

Tsisipas erased that chance with a 123 mph serve 
initially called out, then reversed on a challenge. 
Federer insisted to chair umpire James Keothavong 
that they should replay the point, a request that was 
denied, drawing the Swiss star’s ire. 

That would signal a pattern. At each key juncture, 
either Federer blinked or Tsitsipas delivered some¬ 
thing special. 

“Hung in there, gave himself chances at some 
points, stayed calm. It’s not always easy, especially 
for younger guys,” said Federer, who was trying to 
reach his 54th Grand Slam quarterfinal. “Credit to 
him for taking care of that.” 



Andy Brownbill/AP 


Danielle Collins serves to Angelique Kerber during their fourth round 
match Sunday at the Australian Open in Melbourne, Australia. 

Scoreboard 


Sunday 

At Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Purse: $62.5 million (Grand Slam) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Men’s Singles 
Fourth Round 

Roberto Bautista-Agut (22), Spain, def. 
Marin Cilic (6), Croatia, 6-7 (6), 6-3, 6-2, 
4-6, 6-4. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (14), Greece, def. 
Roger Federer (3), Switzerland, 6-7 (11), 
7-6 (3), 7-5, 7-6 (5). 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Grigor Dimitrov (20), Bulgaria, 7-5, 7-6 
(6), 6-7 (1), 7-5. 

Rafael Nadal (2), Spain, def. Tomas 
Berdych, Czech Republic, 6-0,6-1, 7-6 (4). 

Women’s Singles 
Fourth Round 

Petra Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, def. 
Amanda Anisimova, US, 6-2, 6-1. 

Ashleigh Barty (15), Australia, def. Ma¬ 
ria Sharapova (30), Russia, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, def. 
Sloane Stephens (5), US, 6-7 (3), 6-3,6-3. 

Danielle Rose Collins, US, def. An¬ 
gelique Kerber (2), Germany, 6-0, 6-2. 


Second Round 

Blake Ellis, Australia and Alexei 
Popyrin, Australia, def. James Cerretini, 
United States and Marcelo Arevalo-Gon- 
zalez, El Salvador, 2-6, 7-6 (7), 6-4. Third 
Round 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina and Joao 
Sousa, Portugal, def. Maximo Gonzalez, 
Argentina and Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 6-3, 

Michael Venus, New Zealand and 
Raven Klaasen (6), South Africa, def. 
Frederik Nielsen, Denmark and Marcelo 
Demoliner, Brazil, 6-3, 6-1. 

Henri Kontinen, Finland and John Peers 
(12), Australia, def. Malek Jaziri, Tunisia 
and Radu Albot, Moldova, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Bob Bryan, United States and Mike 
Bryan (4), United States, def. Guillermo 


Garcia-Lopez, Spain and Pablo Carreno- 
Busta, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Women’s Doubles 
Third Round 

Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic and 
Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 
def. Desirae Krawczyk, United States and 
Nao Hibino, Japan, 6-2, 6-4. 

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia and Maria 
Jose Martinez Sanchez (5), Spain, def. 
Asia Muhammad, United States and Kai- 
tlyn Christian, United States, 6-2, 6-2. 

Latisha Chan, Taiwan and Hao-Ching 
Chan (7), Taiwan, def. Aliaksandra Sas- 
novich, Belarus and Taylor Townsend, 
United States, 7-5, 7-5. 

Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia and 
Raquel Atawo (9), United States, def. 
Monica Niculescu, Romania and Irina 
Maria Bara, Romania, 6-2, 3-6,6-3. 

Mixed Doubles 
First Round 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada and Mate 
Pavic (1), Croatia, def. Priscilla Hon, Aus¬ 
tralia and Alexei Popyrin, Australia, 6-3, 

Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez, Spain 
and Neal Skupski, Britain, def. Franko 
Skugor, Croatia and Katarina Srebotnik, 
Slovenia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Rajeev Ram, United States and Bar- 
bora Krejcikova (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Nicolas Mahut, France and Timea Bac- 
sinszky, Switzerland, 1-6, 6-2,10-6. 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland and IgaSwiatek, 
Poland, def. Nikola Mektic, Croatia and 
Alicj'a Rosolska, Poland, 6-1, 2-6,10-5. 

Robert Lindstedt, Sweden and Kristina 
Mladenovic, France, def. Johanna Lars- 
son, Sweden and Dominic Inglot, Britain, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States 
and Jamie Murray, Britain, def. Oliver Ma- 
rach, Austria and Mihaela Buzarnescu 
(4), Romania, 4-1, ret. 

Bruno Soares, Brazil and Nicole Meli- 
char (2), United States, def. Horia Tecau, 
Romania and Irina-Camelia Begu, Roma¬ 
nia, 6-1, 6-3. 
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Roundup 

Marchessault lifts 
Knights over Pens 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Jonathan 
Marchessault and William Karls- 
son have struggled to find the 
back of the net since Dec. 22, 
scoring a combined three goals in 
12 games. 

Vegas’ dynamic top-hne for¬ 
wards topped that Saturday night. 

Marchessault scored three 
goals for his second career hat 
trick and Karlsson got his 16th of 
the season to help lead the Golden 
Knights to a 7-3 victory over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“Our first period we weren’t 
necessarily happy; as a line we 
take a lot of pride playing well de¬ 
fensively and we gave a little too 
much chances, but we played bet¬ 
ter in the second half of the game,” 
Marchessault said. “Hopefully [I] 
get going a little bit more here. It’s 
definitely been a tough stretch. I 
just want to get out there and help 
my teammates.” 

Marchessault scored twice less 
than four minutes apart in the sec¬ 
ond period to give Vegas a 5-3 lead. 
His empty-netter with 21 seconds 
left in the game completed the 
scoring with the Golden Knights’ 
first hat trick of the season and 
third in franchise history. 

Shea Theodore, Max Pacioretty 
and Oscar Lindberg also scored 
as the Golden Knights improved 
to 16-4-3 at home this season. 
Marc-Andre Fleury, who spent 
his first 13 seasons with the Pen¬ 
guins, stopped 34 shots to earn 
his league-leading 27th victory. 

“It was fun, it was busy both 
sides, I wish maybe there wasn’t 
three goals going in the net,” said 
Fleury, who also leads the league 
with 43 starts. “It’s always weird 
[playing against Pittsburgh], I 
don’t know when it will stop. Just 
weird to see these guys out there, 
guys I practiced with every day 
for [13] years. It’s nice to win 
though.” 

Phil Kessel, Dominik Simon 
and Sidney Crosby scored for 
Pittsburgh, and Casey DeSmith 
finished with 28 saves. 

Both goalies were exceptional 
against two of the more high-en¬ 
ergy offenses in the league. All 
18 Vegas skaters had at least one 
shot, while 14 of Pittsburgh’s 18 
had one shot. 

Ducks 3, Devils 2: John Gib¬ 
son made 29 saves and Troy 
Terry scored his first NHL goal 
and set up another, helping send 
new-look Anaheim past host New 
Jersey. 

The Ducks have won two 
straight after a franchise-record 
12-game losing streak. 

Daniel Sprang also had a goal 
and an assist and Derek Grant, 
playing in his second game with 
the Ducks after being acquired 
Wednesday, got the insurance 
goal early in the third period. 
Grant scored on a setup by Terry, 
who was recalled from the mi¬ 


nors Wednesday. 

Lightning 6, Sharks 3: Steven 
Stamkos scored twice and NHL 
points leader Nikita Kucherov 
added a pair of assists to lead 
NHL-best Tampa Bay. 

Victor Hedman had a goal and 
an assist, and Alex Killorn, Ma- 
thieu Joseph and Yanni Gourde 
also scored for host Tampa Bay, 
which is 6-2 since the Sharks 
ended the Lightning’s 16-game 
streak of consecutive games with 
a point on Jan. 5. 

Rangers 3, Bruins 2: Mika 
Zibanejad scored two goals, Hen¬ 
rik Lundqvist made 27 saves to 
take over sole possession of sixth 
place on the NHL’s career wins 
list and visiting New York won for 
the fourth time in five games. 

Filip Chytil also scored for 
the Rangers, and Lundqvist got 
his 446th win to break a tie with 
Terry Sawchuk and move eight 
behind Curtis Joseph for fifth. 
It was New York’s eighth win in 
the last nine meetings against 
Boston. 

Stars 4, Jets 2: Brett Ritchie, 
Blake Comeau and Radek Faksa 
scored their first goals of the new 
year and host Dallas beat Central 
Division-leading Winnipeg. 

Panthers 4, Predators 2: 
Aaron Ekblad and Vincent Tro- 
check each had a goal and an as¬ 
sist to lead visiting Florida. 

Blues 3, Senators 2: Carl 
Gunnarsson scored the go-ahead 
goal with 7:44 left in the third pe¬ 
riod, lifting host St. Louis. 

Vladimir Tarasenko and Vince 
Dunn also had goals for the Blues, 
who beat Ottawa for the fourth 
straight time. Jordan Binnington 
made 28 saves. 

Avalanche 7 , Kings 1: Mikko 
Rantanen scored two of Colorado’s 
franchise record-tying six second- 
period goals, Semyon Varlamov 
stopped 30 shots and the host Ava¬ 
lanche routed Los Angeles. 

Colorado had six goals in a pe¬ 
riod for the first time since March 
3,1999, at Florida. 

Flyers 5, Canadiens 2: Nolan 
Patrick scored twice in the third 
period and Philadelphia beat host 
Montreal for its third straight 
win. 

Flames 5, Oilers 2: Mark Gior¬ 
dano, Johnny Gaudreau, Sean 
Monahan and Mikael Backlund 
each had a goal and an assist as 
Calgary beat host Edmonton. 

Wild 2 , Blue Jackets 1: Zach 
Parise scored his team-leading 
20th goal and Devan Dubnyk had 
19 saves as host Minnesota held 
off Columbus. 

Jordan Greenway also scored 
his ninth goal for Minnesota, 
which handed the Blue Jackets 
their second straight loss. New¬ 
comers Pontus Aberg and Vic¬ 
tor Rask had assists for their 
first points with the Wild since 
being traded earlier in the week 
from Anaheim and Carolina, 
respectively. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Florida 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


49 37 10 

47 29 16 

49 27 17 

50 27 18 

48 24 18 

47 19 20 

49 19 25 

49 18 24 


N.Y. Islanders 
Washington 
Coiumbus 
Pittsburgh 
Caroiina 
N.Y. Rangers 
Phiiadeiphia 
New Jersey 


Metropolitan Division 


2 76 199 140 

2 60 166 133 
5 59 143 128 

5 59 152 148 

6 54 140 144 
8 46 146 168 
5 43 154 184 

7 43 140 167 


) 142 119 

5 59 157 141 
3 59 154 146 

6 58 169 146 

5 49 126 140 

7 49 139 164 

6 44 139 169 

7 43 140 164 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashviiie 

Coiorado 

Daiias 

Minnesota 

St. Louis 

Chicago 

Caigary 
San Jose 

Anaheim 
Vancouver 
Edmonton 
Arizona 
Los Angeies 


48 31 15 

50 28 18 

48 22 18 

49 24 21 

48 24 21 

47 21 21 

49 16 24 . 

Pacific Division 

50 32 ‘ ■ 


50 


15 


50 29 17 

49 21 19 


2 64 167 134 
4 60 155 133 
8 52 166 153 

4 52 126 128 

3 51 133 138 

5 47 131 144 

■ 41 145 183 

69 187 143 
63 178 155 
62 154 134 
51 119 145 
50 142 154 
49 138 153 
46 124 136 
42 no 147 
point 


22 21 
48 23 22 
47 21 22 

_49 19 26 

Note: Two points for a.,_ 

for overtime ioss. Top three teams ... 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Montreal 4, Columbus 1 
Florida 3, Toronto 1 
Ottawa 4, Carolina 1 
N.Y. Isianders 2, Washington 0 
Caigary 6, Detroit 4 
Pittsburgh 3, Arizona 2, OT 
Vancouver 4, Buffalo 3 

Saturday’s games 
Anaheim 3, New Jersey 2 
Colorado 7, Los Angeles 1 
St. Louis 3, Ottawa 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Boston 2 
Phiiadeiphia 5, Montreai 2 
Tampa Bay 6, San Jose 3 
Daiias 4, Winnipeg 2 
Fiorida 4, Nashviiie 2 
Minnesota 2, Coiumbus 1 
Vegas 7, Pittsburgh 3 
Caigary 5, Edmonton 2 

Sunday’s games 
Washington at Chicago 
Anaheim vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Detroit at Vancouver 
Arizona at Toronto 
Carolina at Edmonton 

Monday’s games 
Nashviiie at Coiorado 
St. Louis at Los Angeies 
Minnesota at Vegas 
San Jose at Fiorida 

Tuesday’s games 
San Jose at Washington 
Arizona at Ottawa 
N.Y. Isianders at Chicago 
Detroit at Edmonton 
Carolina at Calgary 

Saturday 

Golden Knights 7, Penguins 3 

Pittsburgh 1 2 0-3 

Vegas 3 2 2-7 

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Kessel 20 
(Malkin, Maatta), 3:51. 2, Vegas, Theo¬ 
dore 6 (Stastny, Schmidt), 6:09 (pp). 3, 
Vegas, Pacioretty 13 (Stastny, Tuch), 
15:20. 4, Vegas, Lindberg 2 (Eakin, Car¬ 
penter), 16:03. 

Second Period—5, Pittsburgh, Simon 7 
(Guentzei, Dumouiin), 0:16. 6, Pittsburgh, 
Crosby 21 (Letang, Guentzei), 5:56. 7, 
Vegas, Marchessauit 15, 12:26. 8, Ve¬ 
gas, Marchessault 16 (Karlsson, Miller), 
16:16. 

Third Period—9, Vegas, Karlsson 16 
(Miller), 13:45. 10, Vegas, Marchessault 
17 (Fleury, Pacioretty), 19:39. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 12-15-10— 
37. Vegas 15-11-9-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 2; Vegas 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, DeSmith 12-9-4 
(34 shots-28 saves). Vegas, Fleury 27-12- 
4 (37-34). 

A-18,511 (17,367). T-2:36. 

Avalanche 7, Kings 1 

Los Angeles 0 0 1-1 

Colorado 1 6 0-7 

First Period—1, Colorado, Soderberg 
16 (Barrie), 9:57. 

Second Period—2, Colorado, Landesk- 
og 29 (MacKinnon, Barrie), 0:32 (pp). 3, 
Colorado, Barrie 6 (Caivert, Kerfoot), 
2:27. 4, Colorado, Rantanen 22 (MacKin¬ 
non, Landeskog), 7:18 (pp). 5, Colorado, 
Dries 3 (Caivert), 8:34 (sh). 6, Colorado, 
Rantanen 23,14:35. 7, Colorado, Wilson 9 
(Soderberg, Compher), 15:49. 

Third Period—8 , Los Angeles, Koval¬ 
chuk 9 (Kopitar, Doughty), 7:52 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 5-18-8— 
31. Colorado 16-10-14-40. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 4; Colorado 2 of 6. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Campbell 6-9-0 
(18 shots-16 saves). Quick 8-12-3 (22-17). 
Colorado, Varlamov 13-11-5 (31-30). 

A-18,043 (18,007). T-2:34. 



David Becker/AP 


Golden Knights center Jonathan Marchessault, right, scores against 
Penguins goaltender Casey DeSmith during the second period 
Saturday in Las Vegas. 


Wild 2, Blue Jackets 1 

Coiumbus 0 1 0-1 

Minnesota 2 0 0-2 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Green¬ 

way 9 (Staal, Coyie), 16:07. 2, Minnesota, 
Parise 20 (Aberg, Rask), 17:36. 

Second Period—3, Coiumbus, Panarin 
19 (Dubois, Jones), 3:07 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 8-6-6—20. 
Minnesota 12-15-4-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
1 of 4; Minnesota 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Coiumbus, Bobrovsky 19-14- 
1 (31 shots-29 saves). Minnesota, Dub¬ 
nyk 18-16-3 (20-19). 

A-19,054 (18,064). T-2:27. 

Panthers 4, Predators 2 

Florida 2 1 1-4 

Nashville 0 0 2-2 

First Period—1, Florida, Ekblad 9 
(Borgstrom, Trocheck), 4:05 (pp). 2, Flori¬ 
da, Vatrano 15 (Ekbiad, Dadonov), 13:16. 

Second Period—3, Florida, Trocheck 4 
(Sceviour), 2:59. 

Third Period—4, Nashviiie, Bonino 12 
(Josi, Watson), 2:45. 5, Nashville, Wat¬ 
son 7 (Bonino), 3:23. 6, Florida, McCann 8 
(Hawryluk, Sceviour), 11:38. 

Shots on Goal—Florida 9-6-15—30. 
Nashviiie 8-20-11-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 3; Nashviiie 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 9-8-5 (39 
shots-37 saves). Nashviiie, Saros 11-6-1 
(30-26). 

A-17,716 (17,113). T-2:33. 

Ducks 3, Devils 2 

Anaheim 2 0 1-3 

New Jersey 1 0 1-2 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Johansson 
7 (Butcher, Bratt), 6:50.2, Anaheim, Sprong 
7 (Henrique, Ritchie), 9:10. 3, Anaheim, 
Terry 1 (Sprong, Lindholm), 10:38 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Anaheim, Grant 
3 (Terry), 5:11. 5, New Jersey, Bratt 4 
(Butcher), 19:04. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 7-3-4—14. 
New Jersey 8-14-9—31. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 1 
of 2; New Jersey 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Gibson 17-15-8 (31 
shots-29 saves). New Jersey, Biackwood 
5-4-0 (14-11). 

A-15,231 (16,514). T-2:23. 

Blues 3, Senators 2 

Ottawa 1 0 1-2 

St. Louis 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Ottawa, Paul 1 (Boed- 
ker), 4:34. 2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 16 
(O’Reiliy), 7:50. 

Second Period—3, St. Louis, Dunn 5 
(Schenn, Bortuzzo), 17:28. 

Third Period—4, Ottawa, Paajarvi 5 
(DeMelo, Smith), 1:00 (sh). 5, St. Louis, 
Gunnarsson 2 (O’Reiliy, Maroon), 12:16. 

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 6-14-10-30. St. 
Louis 11-15-12-38. 

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 1; St. Louis 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Ottawa, Anderson 14-14-3 
(38 shots-35 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 
4-0-1 (30-28). 

A-17,690 (19,150). T-2:33. 

Rangers 3, Bruins 2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 1-3 

Boston 1 0 1-2 

First Period—1, Boston, Heinen 6 
(Forsbacka Karlsson), 17:28. 2, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Chytil 9, 18:32. 

Second Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, 
Zibanejad 16 (Skjei, Zuccareiio), 5:22. 

Third Period—4, Boston, Marchand 19 
(Pastrnak, Bergeron), 3:24. 5, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Zibanejad 17 (Shattenkirk, Zucca¬ 
reiio), 9:05 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-N.Y. Rangers 7-7-6-20. 
Boston 10-6-13-29. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 3; Boston 0 of 5. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 15- 
12-7 (29 shots-27 saves). Boston, Rask 
14-8-3 (7-6), Haiak 13-9-2 (13-11). 
A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:41. 


Flyers 5, Canadiens 2 

Philadelphia 0 2 3-5 

Montreal 0 0 2-2 

Second Period—1, Philadelphia, 
Konecny 12 (Couturier, Gostisbehere), 
17:01. 2, Philadelphia, van Riemsdyk 12 
(Konecny, Hagg), 18:34. 

Third Period—3, Philadelphia, Patrick 
8 (Simmonds, Laughton), 7:06. 4, Mon¬ 
treal, Domi 16 (Lehkonen, Tatar), 7:36. 5, 
Philadelphia, Patrick 9 (Voracek, Gostis¬ 
behere), 9:32.6, Montreal, Kulak 3 (Galla¬ 
gher, Drouin), 16:00.7, Philadelphia, RaffI 
3 (Couturier), 19:08. 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 1-13-10— 
24. Montreal 12-10-13-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 2; Montreal 0 of 1. 

Goalies-Philadelphia, Hart 6-5-1 (35 
shots-33 saves). Montreal, Niemi 8-5-1 
(23-19). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:18. 

Lightning 6, Sharks 3 

San Jose 1 1 1-3 

Tampa Bay 2 2 2-6 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Joseph 12 
(Cirelli, Miller), 3:32.2, Tampa Bay, Killorn 
11,17:51. 3, San Jose, Kane 18 (Thornton, 
Meier), 19:39 (pp). 

Second Period—4, San Jose, Kane 19 
(Donskoi, Simek), 0:58. 5, Tampa Bay, 
Gourde 12 (Stamkos, Palat), 7:29. 6, 
Tampa Bay, Hedman 7 (Kucherov), 12:01 
(pp). 

Third Period—7, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
25 (Kucherov, McDonagh), 5:08. 8, Tampa 
Bay, Stamkos 26 (Point, Hedman), 14:15 
(pp). 9, San Jose, Sorensen 10 (Labanc, 
Heed), 19:23. 

Shots on Goal-San Jose 16-13-10-39. 
Tampa Bay 7-13-6—26. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 3; Tampa Bay 2 of 4. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 22-9-4 (26 
shots-20 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
20-6-2 (39-36). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:28. 

Stars 4, Jets 2 

Winnipeg 0 0 2-2 

Daiias 1 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Dallas, Ritchie 3 
(Seguin, Klingberg), 7:53 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Dallas, Comeau 5 
(Benn, Lindell), 0:22. 3, Dallas, Faksa 8 
(Linden, Polak), 13:36. 

Third Period—4, Winnipeg, Lemieux 
6 (Appleton), 3:25. 5, Winnipeg, Connor 
19 (Wheeler), 3:46. 6, Dallas, Seguin 18 
(Radulov, Klingberg), 18:15 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 4-8-17—29. 
Dallas 11-17-11-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
Oof 6; Dallas 2 of 7. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 21-14- 
1 (39 shots-35 saves). Dallas, Bishop 16- 
12-2 (29-27). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:39. 

Flames 5, Oilers 2 

Caigary 0 3 2-5 

Edmonton 0 1 1-2 

Second Period—1, Calgary, Gaudreau 
29 (Lindholm, Giordano), 0:44. 2, Calgary, 
Giordano 11 (Monahan, Hanifin), 7:29 
(pp). 3, Calgary, Kylington 2 (Backlund, 
Frolik), 15:30. 4, Edmonton, Nugent-Hop- 
kins 16 (Puljujarvi), 19:42. 

Third Period—5, Edmonton, Lucic 5 
(Jones, Puljujarvi), 4:16 (pp). 6, Calgary, 
Backlund 11, 14:15. 7, Calgary, Monahan 
27 (Tkachuk, Giordano), 16:03 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Calgary 14-10-10-34. 
Edmonton 6-10-8—24. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 2 
of 7; Edmonton 1 of 6. 

Goalies—Calgary, Rittich 18-4-4 (24 
shots-22 saves). Edmonton, Koskinen 14- 
9-1 (34-29). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:34. 

Calendar 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca- 
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Analysis 


Saints-Patriots 
would be Super 
scary for Atlanta 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Coming off two 
straight trips to the playoffs, the 
Atlanta Falcons had high hopes 
of becoming the first true home 
team in Super Bowl history. 

Well, those plans were dashed 
before the leaves changed colors. 

Now, the city is left with a night¬ 
mare of a potential matchup as 
it prepares to host the NFL title 
game for the third time. 

New Orleans vs. New England. 

“Lord please don’t let there be 
a Saints Patriots Super Bowl in 
Atlanta,” an apparent Falcons fan 
wrote on Twitter, expressing the 
sentiment of the entire A-T-L in 
less than 280 characters. 

It very well could happen. 

On Sunday, the Saints hosted 
the Los Angeles Rams in the NFC 
championship game. As soon as 
that was over, the Patriots were 
to take the field in Kansas City to 
face the Chiefs for the AFC title. 

The winners will head to Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz Stadium for the Feb. 
3 Super Bowl. 

All of Atlanta is holding its 
breath, hoping it can exhale rath¬ 
er than hold its nose for the big 
game. 

“I don’t even have to watch the 
games this weekend to know that 
this year’s super bowl is gonna be 
saints-patriots because the sports 
gods hate atlanta that much,” said 
another post on Twitter, filled 
with dread. 

Indeed, a city that has endured 
so much sporting heartbreak can 
sense what’s coming. 

The Saints are the Falcons’ 
most bitter rival, a twice-a-year 
NFC South opponent that already 
has some pretty big bragging 
rights over Atlanta: New Orleans 
won the Super Bowl nearly a de¬ 
cade ago. 

The Falcons are still without a 
championship, though they have 
only themselves to blame for that 
gaping hole in their 53-year-old 
trophy case. Two seasons ago, at 
the Super Bowl in Houston, At¬ 
lanta stormed to a 28-3 lead over 
the Patriots to set off a premature 
celebration. 

Of course, we all know how the 
Falcons-Patriots story ended. 

Tom Brady directed a come¬ 
back for the ages, leading New 
England to a 34-28 victory in 
overtime. The memories from 
that game still cause grimaced 
looks in Atlanta, where 3-28 has 
become a lingering punchline. 

A couple of months after the 
game, Boston celebrated “Fal¬ 
cons Day” on March 28. You 
know, because that’s 3-28 on the 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadelphia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Kansas City 31, Indianapolis 13 
L.A. Rams 30, Dallas 22 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

New England 41, L.A. Chargers 28 
New Orleans 20, Philadelphia 14 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

L.A. Rams at New Orleans 

AFC 

New England at Kansas City 

Pro Bowi 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Oriando, Fia. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 3 
At Atianta 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


calendar. Others dubbed it “Chok¬ 
ing Awareness Day.” After Texas 
A&M squandered a 34-point lead 
in a loss to UCLA, a parody ac¬ 
count said the Aggies were un¬ 
veiling a new logo — the Falcons’ 
logo, naturally. 

Even down in the Big Easy, 
they couldn’t resist the chance 
to pile on. A shop on Magazine 
Street offered up T-shirts with a 
scoreboard-like design “28-3,3rd, 
2:12” — that point in the game 
when Atlanta was still up by 25. 
A plane flew over the Superdome 
pulling a “3-28” banner. 

Perhaps that Super Bowl disap¬ 
pointment was merely a warm¬ 
up to the city’s greatest sporting 
triumph, a title that could be cel¬ 
ebrated right at home. Atlanta 
fans looked hopefully at that final 
game on this year’s schedule, 
to be played at the Falcons’ new 
$1.5 billion home. They dreamed 
of their team finally finishing the 
job it started two years ago in 
Houston. 

Then came a rash of season¬ 
ending injuries and a five-game 
losing streak that sent the Fal¬ 
cons tumbling to a 7-9 record, 
their worst since 2014. They lost 
both meetings to the Saints, in¬ 
cluding an overtime setback in 
Week 3 that essentially set the 
tone for the disappointing cam¬ 
paign. When the time the Falcons 
played their final home game, 
there were tens of thousands of 
empty seats in their 72,000-seat 
stadium. 

Now, with one more win, the 
Saints will head to Atlanta seek¬ 
ing their second championship. 

Talk about rubbing it in: The 
NFC champion will use the Fal¬ 
cons’ training facility in suburban 
Flowery Branch for its practices. 
As in. New Orleans would claim 
Atlanta’s field. 

It’s all a bit too much to bear. 



Andrea Solero, ANSA/AP 


U.S. skier Mikaela Shiffrin speeds down the course Sunday during her win in a World Cup super-G in 
Cortina D’Ampezzo, Italy. 


Vonn ponders retirement 
after DNF; Shiffrin wins 


By Andrew Dampf 

Associated Press 

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy — Lindsey Vonn 
might have competed in her last ski race. 

After failing to finish a World Cup super-G on 
Sunday as she battles pain in both of her knees, 
Vonn said immediate retirement “is a possibility.” 

“But I’m emotional right now,” Vonn quickly 
added. “I have to really think clearly about that. It’s 
not a decision I make lightly or quickly.” 

Vonn added to reporters, “I’ll let you guys know.” 

Vonn was planning on retiring in December. She 
returned this weekend from her latest injury — to 
her left knee — but her best result in three races 
was ninth in Saturday’s downhill. 

Vonn needs five more wins to break the World 
Cup record of 86 career victories held by Swedish 
great Ingemar Stenmark but that seems far from 
her mind now. 

“I really don’t know what to think at this point,” 
she said. “Definitely isn’t the way I had hoped that 
things would go. I’ve been able to fight through a 
lot of injuries in my career but I think my injuries 
might get the best of me at this point.... I’m not sure. 
I’m going to give it a couple of days and make some 
decisions.” 

While Venn’s most recent injury was to her left 
knee — she hyperextended it and sprained a liga¬ 
ment while training in November — the American’s 
right knee is permanently damaged from previous 
crashes. She’s racing with braces on both knees and 
goes through an extensive rehab process each eve¬ 
ning to keep competing. 

“I’ve had four surgeries on my right knee. I’ve got 
no LCL (lateral collateral ligament) on my left knee. 
I’ve got two braces on. There’s only so much I can 
handle and I might have reached my maximum,” 
Vonn said. “I’m not sure. I’ve got to take a couple 
days’ time and really think about things.” 

Mikaela Shiffrin, Venn’s American teammate, 
won Sunday’s race. 

With her 54th World Cup win, Shiffrin matched 
Hermann Maier for sixth place on the all-time list. 

Vonn, who failed to clear a gate midway down, was 
met by Olympic downhill champion Sofia Goggia in 
the finish area. When Goggia presented her with a 
bouquet of flowers, Vonn broke down into tears. 

“I was charging today but then when I got to the 
finish and Sofia was there I was just overwhelmed 
with emotions — and it was really special that she 



Andrea Solero, ANSA/AP 


Lindsey Vonn hugs a US team staffer in the finish 
area of a women’s World Cup super-G in Cortina 
D’Ampezzo, Italy, Sunday. 

came,” said Vonn, who has developed a friendship 
with her Italian rival in recent seasons. “It really 
means a lot to me.” 

Vonn was one of Shiffrin’s idols growing up. 

“She’s been inspiring for a lot of young racers and 
a lot of athletes coming out of the U.S. Ski Team and 
a leader in the sport all over the world for a long 
time,” Shiffrin said. 

Taking advantage of a tricky course set by one of 
her coaches, Shiffrin finished 0.16 seconds ahead of 
Tina Weirather of Liechtenstein. 

Tamara Tippler of Austria finished third, 0.18 
behind. 

Vonn was in contention for a podium place until 
she went out. 

“It’s positive but I’m not able to ski the way I want 
to — the way I know I can,” she said. “I’m just really 
inhibited with my body. My body is inhibiting me 
from doing what I want to do.” 
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BOXING/MMA _ 

Pacquiao turns back clock, retains title 

40-year-old goes distance in dominant decision over Broner to keep welterweight belt 



John Locher/AP 

Manny Pacquiao, right, won an unanimous decision over Adrien Broner in a WBA welterweight title fight Saturday in Las Vegas. 


By Tim Dahlberg 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS —Manny Pacquiao showed 
Saturday night he’s still got plenty of fight 
for a fighter on the wrong side of 40. 

Whether Pacquiao’s dominating win 
over Adrien Broner gets him a rematch 
with Floyd Mayweather, though, is a ques¬ 
tion that will have to be answered another 
night. 

With Mayweather watching from ring¬ 
side, Pacquiao showed flashes of his old 
speed in winning a unanimous 12-round 
decision over Broner to easily defend his 
piece of the welterweight title. It was the 
61st win of a remarkable career in which 
Pacquiao has won titles in eight weight 
classes. 

And it put to rest any thoughts of retire¬ 
ment after 24 years as a pro. 

“The Manny Pacquiao journey will still 
continue,” Pacquiao said. 

Fighting for the first time at the age of 
40, the senator from the Philippines won a 
lopsided decision that was never in doubt 
before a crowd that roared at every punch 
he landed. The decision was never in 
doubt, but Pacquiao pressed the fight into 
the later rounds as he tried unsuccessfully 
to score a knockout. 

Two judges favored Pacquiao by a 116- 
112 score, while the third had it 117-111. 
The AP scored it a shutout 120-108 for 
Pacquiao. 

There were no knockdowns, but Pac¬ 
quiao landed the heavier punches — and 
lots of them. He caught Broner in the sev¬ 
enth and ninth rounds with big left hands 
that sent him backward, while Broner 
spent most of the fight looking for one big 
counter that never came. 

“At the age of 401 can still give my best,” 
Pacquiao said. “ Although I wanted to be 
aggressive more, my camp told me don’t 
be careless and to counter him and wait for 
opportunities. “’ 

Both fighters were cautious late, as the 
fight slowed in the final two rounds. 

Pacquiao, whose pro career stretches 
back 24 years, showed he still has the 
speed that carried him over his spectacu¬ 
lar career. He also displayed some power, 
though he was never able to drop Broner. 

Pacquiao was clearly the favorite of the 
crowd of 13,025, who gathered at the MGM 


Grand arena to see if the part-time fighter 
still had some fight in him. Turned out 
Pacquiao did, and then some as he pushed 
the attack against Broner. 

Pacquiao was the aggressor from the 
opening bell, and he had to be because Bro¬ 
ner threw only occasional punches in the 
opening rounds. Pacquiao attacked at will, 
winning round after round before the fight 
started to heat up in the middle rounds. 


Broner, meanwhile, fought like he was 
merely trying to survive, despite being 11 
years younger than his opponent. He was 
booed loudly as he raised his hands in vic¬ 
tory and jumped on the corner ropes as if 
he had won. 

“I beat him, everybody out there knows 
I beat him,” Broner said. “I clearly won the 
last seven rounds.” 

It was the first fight in the U.S. in two 


years for Pacquiao, who reunited with 
trainer Freddie Roach for a bout that 
would determine how much he had left at 
the age of 40. 

Turns out he had plenty, in a fight that 
was entertaining even if it wasn’t a classic. 

Ringside punching stats showed Pac¬ 
quiao landing 112 of 568 pounds. Broner 
threw only 295 punches and landed just 
50. 





Henry Cejudo, above, wrestles with TJ Dillashaw during the first 
round of a flyweight mixed martial arts championship bout at UFC 
Fight Night early Sunday in New York. Cejudo stopped Dillashaw in 
the first round. 


Cejudo stops Dillashaw in 32 seconds 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Henry Cejudo needed only a re¬ 
cord 32 seconds to defend his 125-pound title in New 
York. Cejudo’s next defense was a passionate one for 
the flyweights — and the hope that the pounding he 
put on T.J. Dillashaw early Sunday was enough to 
keep a sparkling new UFC title belt around his waist 
for more than one fight. 

Cejudo turned champ vs. champ into a super 
quick mismatch. 

Cejudo made the first main event on ESPN-plus 
the fastest finish ever in a flyweight championship 
fight. Cejudo was a buzzsaw at Barclays Center and 
never let Dillashaw, the 135-pound champ, catch his 
breath in a blink-and-miss it finish. 

UFC President Dana White wrapped the new title 
belt — created to signify the company’s new era on 
ESPN — around Cejudo’s waist as the crowd booed 
the quick end. 

Cejudo might not get another title defense. He de¬ 


feated longtime champion Demetrious Johnson to 
win the belt and reign in a division that has drawn 
scant interest with fans or serious contenders in the 
class. 

The division is on the brink of extinction and Ce¬ 
judo made his case all week to keep the 125 pounders 
fighting. He dedicated the victory to the flyweights 
in an octagon interview that lasted longer than his 
fight. 

Dillashaw, the 135-pound champ, used a pro¬ 
gram devised by a triathlete math professor and 
performance specialist to cut some serious weight 
in his attempt to hold championships in two weight 
classes. 

Dillashaw, who had a four-fight win streak 
snapped, complained of the quick stoppage and said 
he was ready to keep fighting. 

“I came in, I felt great. Energy level was good,” 
Dillashaw said. “I thought it was going to be fire¬ 
works tonight.” 

Cejudo offered to move up to 135 pounds to fight 
Dillashaw again — this time for Dillashaw’s title. 












Monday, January 21,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 



Raymond Thompson/AP 


West Virginia guard Jermaine Haley, left, 
drives while defended by Kansas guard 
Quentin Grimes during the second half on 
Saturday in Morgantown, W.Va. 

Haley’s late 
layup helps 
WVU upset 
No. 7 Kansas 

By John Raby 

Associated Press 

MORGANTOWN, W.Va.—Kansas coach 
Bill Self left his postgame news conference, 
saw West Virginia’s Bob Huggins down a 
hallway and stopped for a handshake. 

“Go win the rest of them,” Self said. 

Wishful thinking, perhaps. But Huggins 
will gladly take this one over his friend in 
what has become a forgettable season. 

Jermaine Haley hurried up the court 
and hit a layup with 8.5 seconds left, com¬ 
pleting a late rally that lifted West Virginia 
over No. 7 Kansas 65-64 on Saturday. 

The Mountaineers 
(9-9, 1-5 Big 12) scored 
the final seven points to 
break a five-game losing 
streak. 

West Virginia has fall¬ 
en on hard times since 
being ranked No. 13 in 
the AP preseason poll. 
But three defensive stops 
down the stretch made a 
difference against the 
Jayhawks and gave the 
Mountaineers a reason 
to think there’s time this 
season to turn things around. 

“It’s just a matter of being mentally 
tough enough to do the right things,” Hug¬ 
gins said. “I’m just happy to win. This isn’t 
where we thought we’d be.” 

Haley hit all five of his field-goal tries 
and tied a season high with 13 points de¬ 
spite playing with a bandage on his injured 
left wrist. Huggins said he has implored 
Haley to drive to the basket. 

The junior college transfer listened. 

“I know everybody has been waiting on 
me to attack and get a little bit more ag¬ 
gressive,” Haley said. “The more minutes 
I play, the more comfortable I get. I’m very 
aware of my game and what I can do, so I 
think this is just another stepping stone as 
far as the season is going.” 

Dedric Lawson and Marcus Garrett had 
15 points apiece for Kansas, which had 
won three in a row. 


Go win 
the rest 
of them. ^ 

Bill Self 

Kansas coach, 
to Bob Huggins 
after WVU’s 
65-64 upset of 
the Jayhawks 


No. 1 Duke gets by No. 4 Virginia 


Cavaliers suffer first 
loss of the season 



Gerry Broome/AP 


The Blue Devils’ Cam Reddish, right, passes the ball while Viig;inia’s Braxton Key, left, 
and Kyle Guy defend during Saturday’s game in Durham, N.C. Duke won 72-70. 


By Joedy McCreary 

Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.C. — No. 1 Duke and 
fourth-ranked Virginia kept trading bas¬ 
kets — and the lead — down the stretch 
of another classic at Cameron Indoor 
Stadium. 

Here’s the difference: The Blue Devils 
had R J Barrett, Zion Williamson and a de¬ 
fense that — even without key on-the-ball 
defender Tre Jones — flipped the script on 
the Cavaliers. 

Barrett scored 30 points, Williamson 
had 27 and Duke gave Virginia its first loss 
of the season by beating the Cavaliers 72- 
70 on Saturday night. 

“We did a lot of switching tonight, and 
we were able to move their defense enough 
— just enough, not every time — to get 
some driving lanes,” coach Mike Krzyze- 
wski said. 

The Blue Devils (15-2,4-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) bounced back from an over¬ 
time loss to Syracuse that could cost them 
their top ranking. They avoided their first 
two-game losing streak at home since 2016 
and proved they can win without Jones. 

DeAndre Hunter scored 18 points, and 
Ty Jerome and Kyle Guy had 14 apiece for 
the Cavaliers (16-1,4-1), who entered as the 
nation’s last unbeaten after No. 2 Michigan 
was upset at Wisconsin earlier in the day. 
Virginia allowed Duke to shoot 63 percent 
in the second half — and hit 12 of 15 shots 
inside the three-point arc — while giving 


up a season-high point total. 

“We’re a solid defensive team,” coach 
Tony Bennett said, “but tonight, we were 
not solid enough.” 

The fourth matchup of top-ranked teams 
in the sport’s history — Virginia entered 
at No. 1 in the coaches’ poll — was a tour¬ 


nament-caliber game throughout. There 
were 14 ties and 15 lead changes, and it 
was a one-possession game for a 14y2-min- 
ute stretch of the second half 
“If you scored, you beat good defense,” 
Krzyzewski said. “If you didn’t score, good 
defense beat you.” 



Andy Manis/AP 


The Badgers’ Khalil Iverson (21) 
shoots against the Wolverines’ 
Jon Teske on Saturday in 
Madison, Wis. Wisconsin upset 
No. 2 Michigan 64-54. 


Top 25 roundup 

Wisconsin holds off No. 2 Michigan 


Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — Ethan Happ had 26 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Wisconsin broke away in 
the final minute to hand Michigan its first loss 
of the season. 

Fans rushed the floor after the Badgers (12- 
6, 4-3 Big Ten) finished off the 64-54 upset. 

The Wolverines (17-1,6-1) closed within 57-54 
on Isaiah Livers’ three-pointer with just under 
a minute to play. Michigan put on a full-court 
press that the Badgers broke, and Ignas Braz- 
deikis was whistled for an intentional foul on 
Happ, who was across the court from the ball. 

Happ hit the first shot as an incensed Michi¬ 
gan coach John Beilein argued with the of¬ 
ficials, but missed the second. On the ensuing 
Wisconsin possession, Happ put back his own 
miss for a 60-54 lead, then hit a streaking Nate 
Reuvers following a Michigan turnover for a 
dunk that sealed it. 

No. 3 Tennessee 71, Alabama 68: Grant 
Williams scored 21 points and the host Volun¬ 
teers rallied past the Crimson Tide for their 
12th straight win and a chance to climb atop 
the AP Top 25. 

No. 5 Gonzaga 89, Portland 66: Rui 

Hachimura had 17 points and nine rebounds 
and the visting Bulldogs extended their win¬ 
ning streak to nine games. 

Baylor 73, No. 8 Texas Tech 62: Bears 
freshman Jared Butler scored 14 of his 19 points 
after halftime and host Baylor handed the Red 
Raiders their second loss in four days. 

No. 9 Virginia Tech 87, Wake Forest 71: 
Nickeil Alexander-Walker scored 24 points and 
the Hokies used a 14-4 first-half run to pull 
away from the visiting Demon Deacons. 

No. 10 Nevada 67, Air Force 52: Jor¬ 
dan Caroline scored 19 points and the 


host Wolf Pack overcame a poor offensive 
performance to beat the Falcons. 

No. 12 Kentucky 82, No. 14 Auburn 80: 

Tyler Herro made two free throws with 24 
seconds left and Immanuel Quickley added an¬ 
other to help the visiting Wildcats survive a big 
rally from the Tigers. 

No. 13 North Carolina 85, Miami 76: Cam¬ 
eron Johnson scored 22 points, including three- 
pointers on consecutive possessions in the final 
minutes as the Tar Heels won on the road. 

No. 17 NC 5tate 77, Notre Dame 73: C.J. 
Bryce scored 23 points and the Wolfpack with¬ 
stood several second-half challenges from the 
host Fighting Irish. 

No. 18 Mississippi 84, Arkansas 67: Bree- 
in Tyree scored 22 points, Terence Davis added 
18 and the host Rebels never trailed. 

Texas 75, No. 20 Oklahoma 72: Kerwin 
Roach II scored 23 points, and the host Long¬ 
horns ended a three-game skid with a win over 
the Sooners. 

No. 21 Houston 69, 5outh Florida 60: Bre- 
aon Brady scored 13 points to lead the visiting 
Cougars over the Bulls. 

No. 24 Mississippi 5tate 71, Vanderbilt 55: 

Quinndary Weatherspoon scored 17 points and 
the Bulldogs routed the host Commodores. 

Purdue 70, No. 25 Indiana 55: Carsen Ed¬ 
wards scored 20 points to send the Boilermak¬ 
ers past the Hoosiers for host Indiana’s fourth 
straight loss. 

Service Academies 

Army 72, Navy 61: Tommy Funk led the 
way with 22 points and seven assists and Matt 
Wilson scored 17 with 11 rebounds and the host 
Black Knights slipped past the Midshipmen 
thanks to a strong closing run on Saturday. 
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Blue Devils hang on 

No. 1 Duke survives scare from 
No. 4 Virginia » Page 31 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Stunner Down Under 


Federer’s bid for third straight 
title derailed by Tsitsipas, 20 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— Even as his uninterrupted 
dominance of yore dissipated, 
even as he took the occasional 
break, Roger Federer always 
mattered more often than not 
in the closing days of Grand 
Slam tournaments. 

Until lately, that is. 

Until, at age 37, he was 
outplayed in the Australian 
Open’s fourth round by a 
much younger man, 20-year- 
old Stefanos Tsitsipas, during 
a 6-7 (11), 7-6 (3), 7-5, 7-6 (5) 
surprise that ended Federer’s 
bid for a third consecutive 
championship at Melbourne 
Park. 

“I have massive regrets,” 
said Federer, who failed to con¬ 
vert any of the 12 break points 
he earned against Tsitsipas, 
the first player from Greece to 


reach a m^or quarterfinal. 

This loss makes it a fourth 
straight Slam without Federer 
in the semifinals: He skipped 
the 2018 French Open, was 
beaten at Wimbledon in the 
quarterfinals and exited the 
U.S. Open in the fourth round 

That is his longest such 
drought since he claimed the 
first of his men’s record 20 
m^or titles, all the way back 
in 2003 at Wimbledon. 

“Roger is a legend of our 
sport. So much respect for him 
He showed such good tennis 
over the years. I’ve been idol 
izing him since the age of 6,’ 
said Tsitsipas, who has worked 
with Serena Williams’ coach, 
Patrick Mouratoglou. 

“It was a dream come true 
for me ... just facing him,’ 
Tsitsipas said about Federer. 
“Winning at the end? I cannot 
describe it, you know.” 

SEE STUNNER ON PAGE 27 
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Above: Roger Federer answers questions at a news conference 
following his fourth-round loss to Stefanos Tsitsipas, right, 
on Sunday at the Australian Open in Melbourne, Australia. 
Tsitsipas won 6-7 (11), 7-6 (3), 7-5, 7-6 (5). 



Pacquiao dominates Broner to defend 

welterweight title » Boxing, Page 30 


Harden, Gordon rally Rockets past 
Lakers in overtime » nba, Page 26 
















